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By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

A blaze on Sunday 

damaged an out building 

serving as an unattached 

garage, before the 

Atchison Fire De-

partment put it out.

Two firefighters 

suffered symptoms 

indicative of heat 

exhaustion during 

the extinguishing 

of the fire, which 

didn’t spread to any other 

structure, but caused light 

smoke and water damage 

to the nearby home.

Capt. Pat Weishaar 

said that upon arrival, 

firefighters encountered 

a structure engulfed in 

flame.

“Crews quickly began 

efforts to protect the home 

while attempting to battle 

the fire that has consumed 

the garage structure,” he 

said.

Weishaar said Atchison 

County EMS crews treat-

ed the firefighters at the 

scene, and that they didn’t 

require any further medi-

cal care.

The fire in the 700 block 

of Spruce Street, Weishaar 

said on Tuesday, result-

ed in a total loss of the 

garage, which contained 

an all-terrain vehicle, a 

motorcycle, tools and ve-

hicle maintenance related 

equipment.

“Because of the extent 

of the damage, the cause 

remains under in-

vestigation by our 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,” 

Weishaar said. “A 

dollar amount is yet 

to be determined by 

insurance adjust-

ers. Kim Bottorff 

with the local Sal-

vation Army has provid-

ed assistance to the occu-

pants.”

Highway may see path 
clear

The key U.S. Highway 

59 corridor to Missou-

ri Highway 45 remained 

covered by floodwaters on 

Tuesday, but authorities 

anticipate an opportunity 

to get the highway open 

in the coming weeks. The 

Missouri River is expected 

to recede below flood stage 

on Thursday, July 4, and 

Friday, July 5.

At present, traffic head-

ed to St. Joseph, Missouri, 

from Atchison primarily 

uses Kansas Highway 7 

north to U.S. Highway 36 

east and across the Pony 

Express Bridge. Traffic 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Amelia Rose Earhart, 

contrary to popular belief, 

isn’t that difficult to find.

This is, of course, in 

reference to the Den-

ver-based namesake of the 

famous aviatrix, whose 

fate is shrouded in mys-

tery. Rose Earhart, a pilot 

herself as well as an estab-

lished journalist and bur-

geoning artist, introduced 

her initial foray into ex-

pressionist painting on 

Saturday evening.

By MARCUS CLEM

Atchison Globe

An annual balancing act 

looms in passing a municipal 

budget that meets the costs of 

City of Atchison needs while 

avoiding tax increases.

Becky Berger, city manag-

er, is set to present a budget 

proposal for Fiscal Year 2020 

on July 15 to the five elected 

city commission members, at 

which point the city commis-

sion will have four business 

days set aside to offer amend-

ment proposals.

Otherwise, final adoption is 

scheduled for August. The city 

tentatively forecasts the avail-

ability of a little under $30.7 

million in revenue and other 

resources, against a little more 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A man recently convicted in the 

District Court of Atchison County 

learned on Monday of his probable 

12-year prison fate, hand-

ed down for five felony of-

fenses.

Dedrick R. Haley, 43, 

of Atchison, is currently 

subject to an appeal his 

court-appointed defense 

attorney Kevin Reardon 

immediately filed on his 

behalf after the sentence 

was announced. A $100,000 appeal 

bond was set as jailers prepared to 

escort Haley from the courtroom 

for booking into the county jail.

For one count distribution of 

methamphetamine, Judge Robert 

Bednar sentenced Haley to serve 

104 months in state prison, along 

with an additional 36 months of 

post-release supervision. Bednar 

told Haley he is eligible for 15 per-

cent good time credit.

A 49-month order of addition-

al prison time is also on tap for 

distribution of marijuana, and 12 

months post-release supervision 

to run consecutive. Haley is eli-

gible for 20 percent of good time 

credit.

Bednar told Haley he is required 

to register as a drug offender for 15 

years after his parole or post-re-

lease supervision commences, 

in accordance with Kan-

sas statutory guidelines 

concerning distribution 

convictions. The two dis-

tribution convictions are 

to run consecutive to one 

another.

Haley’s three remaining 

sentences are to run con-

current to those involving 

distributions. The concurrent 

sentences and respective penalties 

include:

 ■ For felony possession of drug 

paraphernalia, an underlying 

prison sentence of 11 months with 

20 percent good time credit.

 ■ For failure to obtain a drug 

tax stamp, two six-month sentenc-

es.

 ■ For these felonies, Haley is 

eligible for 20 percent good time 

credit and is subject to 12 months 

of supervised release. 

A jury panel convicted Haley 

on May 15 after a trial proceed-

ing lasting a day and a half. The 

meth conviction stemmed from an 

Atchison County Sheriff’s Office 

investigation lasting four months. 

Some evidence presented centered 

on an alleged 2018 transaction that 

resulted in Haley’s arrest March 

29, 2018. The other convictions 

culminated from alleged activities 

connected to February 2016 activ-

ities.

Bednar handed down the sen-

tences after two motions Reardon 

filed within recent days were con-

sidered. It was 20 to 30 seconds of 

audio evidence presented during 

the trial that was at the crux of 

Reardon’s motion for a new trial.

Both Reardon and Haley con-

tended that they were unaware of 

that particular discovery before 

trial that featured recorded dia-

logue of an alleged conversation 

between Haley and an informant. 

Bednar denied the motion, based 

on its lack of evidence in support a 

finding that the recorded conver-

sation was from the defendant and 

Haley.

Bednar also denied Reardon’s 

motion to depart from presump-

tive prison time for Haley because 
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city makes road progress

Amelia Rose Earhart shares art

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Amelia Rose Earhart speaks to the crowd on Saturday evening at the Bottorff Family Hangar of the Amelia Earhart Airport.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Amelia Rose Earhart’s paintings, seen here in front of Muriel at the Bottorff Family Hangar, adapt an expression-

ist vision of geographic features and other images seen from the air.

City plans for shifting finances

Court hammers hard time for distribution
Convict, pending appeal, likely to serve about 12 years

Dedrick R. Haley

‘IT’S JUST AN HONOR TO HAVE HER HERE, BUT IT’S VERY EXCITING FOR OUR AIRPORT’
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Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Mike Stec says City of Atchison utility needs grow ever more complex with time.
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