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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

After several 
months on the job, 
county commis-
sioners took action 
during a special 
meeting session 
Wednesday to ter-
minate their second public 
works director.

Justin Noll was termi-
nated following a 15-min-

ute executive ses-
sion Wednesday, 
Jan. 27 by a unani-
mous vote.

C o m m i s s i o n -
ers convened in a 
special meeting 
at 1 p.m. via Zoom 
platform for the 
purpose of recess-

ing to go to a “breakout 
room” to discuss a matter 

By ANDREW GAUG
News-Press NOW

Theater Atchison ex-
ecutive director Travis 
Grossman’s pandemic ex-
perience running a mov-
ie theater has not been 
great.

“There’s been Friday 
nights where I’m seeing 
15 people come in and 
weekends that should 
have had 300 to 400 people 
are seeing anywhere from 
80 to 175,” he said.

While big movies like 
“Wonder Woman 1984,” 
Tom Hanks’s “News of the 
World” and the surprise 
success of “The Croods: A 
New Age” brought some 
hope to the Atchison, 
Kansas, indie cinema the 

Fox Theater, business re-
mains at a crawl.

“It’s been a big kick in 
the shorts,” he said.

With potential stimulus 
funding for independent 
music and movie the-
aters, Grossman is hoping 
help is on the way.

“From what I can tell, 
from what I can read in 
the paperwork, we have 
the potential to garner 
maybe around $200,000, 
which would be that mag-
ic number that we’d be 
close to what we lost at 
that point, in terms of a 

12-month financial pic-
ture from when this stuff 
set in in March,” he said.

In December, Congress 
approved a stimulus re-
lief package that includ-
ed $15 billion in financial 
support to movie theaters 
and live event venues, 
also known as the Save 
Our Stages Act. Applica-
tions for the funding are 
expected to open soon. 
Grossman said it could 
be the lifeline the theater 
needs.

The relief bill has been 
in the works since sum-
mer 2020, when movie 
theaters saw some of the 
some of its biggest tent-
pole releases like “Black 
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Ask Carrie Sowers and Jasmine Smiith what they 
think about the United Way and they might tell you 
it brings a bright light shining among hard times to 
strengthen helping hands from and for the community.

Sowers serves as the director of Atchison Child Care 
Association and Smith is the director of the Boys and 

Lead road 
man dismissed 

from job

Justin Noll
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United Way supporters, representatives from partner agencies, and 
Board of Directors members recently gather to update the leader board 
at the 10th and Main streets.

United Way brightly 
shines in community
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About 10:30 p.m. Tues-
day Atchison firefighters 
were paged to 324 Wood-
lawn Ave. for a report of a 
flames showing from the 
roof of a residence.

Fire Chief Patrick 
Weishaar reported when 
Atchison Firefighter De-

partment crews arrived 
they found flames coming 
from the roof vents and 
visible flames through a 
small window in the rear 
of the home.

The AFD crews were 
able to make entry and 
quickly extinguish the 
fire found in a bathroom 

Atchison home 
sustains fire damage
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A nighttime fire on Tuesday damaged the bathroom and attic inside a 
residence along Woodlawn Avenue.

Local cinemas hope for COVID relief funding
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A sign from the Fox Theater in Atchison, is hung when it reopened from 
the pandemic in August 2020. The independent movie theater is one 
of many hoping for financial relief through the Save Our Stages Act.
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The Atchison area was blanketed 
with snow from two separate early 
week storms that led to several can-
cellations, including local schools.

Emergency Management Direc-
tor Wesley Lanter said it is difficult 
to say to accurately measure be-
cause of the changing precipitation 
throughout the day on Monday. 
Lanter estimated it snow covering 
is within a 1-to 2-inch range depend-
ing on the location in the county.

The inclement precipitation 
prompted early dismissals on 
Monday and a full day off from 
classes on Wednesday in both USD 
377 Atchison County and USD 409 
Atchison public school districts.

Wednesday morning road crews 
were out treating the roads, Lanter 
said.

“The paved roads are in pret-
ty good condition now,” Lanter 
said in a mid-morning message on 
Wednesday. “They were not the 
best early this morning.”

On Monday, the precipitation ap-
peared to be a wintry mix of some 
snow, rain, freezing rain that man-

ifested as slick, slushy conditions 
on the thoroughfares throughout 
the county.

Atchison County Jack Laurie 
said he thought it appeared the 
weather conditions were about the 
same throughout the county. There 
were three different accidents Mon-
day that Atchison County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies responded to, Lau-
rie said. The first accident occurred 
around 11 a.m. , then another about 

1 p.m. The third weather–related 
accident occurred later.

On Tuesday morning the roads 
seemed slick, but there were not 
any weather-related issues that the 
Sheriff’s Office deputies responded 
to.

Atchison Police Chief Mike Wil-
son said there was one accident 
in the 200 block of North Second 
Street on Tuesday within Atchison 
City limits.
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Jim Reynolds, a Byrd Memorial employee, starts the business day Wednesday by clearing the 
lot at the business in the 200 block of Commercial Street.

Local kids sled down hill in 
Atchison early Tuesday evening.

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Alondra Herrera, 11, slides along Laramie Street in the 1200 
block as she enjoys a day off from classes at Atchison Ele-
mentary School as youngsters from the neighborhood look on.
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Atchison county saw a couple days this deliv-
er 1-3 inches of snow throughout the week.
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A pedestrian strolls along a 
sidewalk in the 700 block of 
Commercial Street on Tues-
day in the aftermath of a 
wintry mix the day prior.

Mother Nature drops wintry Mother Nature drops wintry 
mix over Atchison areamix over Atchison area
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