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By MARY MEYERS
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Along the quest to 
determine leadership 
for the county-run 
residential care facil-
ity Atchison County 
Commission is taking 
steps to ensure man-
agement of operations 
continues.

Vice-chairman Eric Noll 
and Commissioner Casey 
Quinn took action during a 
special meeting on Wednes-

day, Aug. 18, and 
directed County 
Counselor Patrick 
Henderson to negoti-
ate details of a man-
agement contract with 
Anew Healthcare, 
based on pending 
terms being $5,000 a 
month or 6 percent of 
the total gross reve-
nue, whichever is the 

greater amount. Following 
the negotiation of the details 
and presentation of the con-
tract for review, the commis-

sioners will take action.
Mark Hastings, represent-

ing Anew Healthcare, owns 
and operates the residential 
care facilities in Nortonville, 
Easton and Savannah, Mis-
souri. Hastings told commis-
sioners that Anew’s current 
resources in place would also 
be immediately available for 
Atchison Senior Village ac-
cording to the pending agree-
ment.

Also present for the meet-
ing representing the county 
were Mark Wilson, the coun-

ty’s special project manager, 
Facility and Maintenance Di-
rector Brian Oswalt, and Hu-
man Resource Director Jodi 
Moore. Representing Atchi-
son Sr. Village were the fol-
lowing employees, Assistant 
Director of Nursing Steph-
anie Zacharias and Admin-
istration Assistant Jeanne 
Durkin.

Former Sr. Village Ad-
ministrator Haley Tinch re-
signed from her position that 

By MARY MEYERS
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Formal charges 
were pending 
Thursday morning 
against a 57-year-
old Atchison man 
after a 47-year-old 
man suffered a 
non-life-threatening gun-
shot wound late Wednes-
day afternoon outside a 
residence in the southern 
part of Atchison city lim-
its.

Porter Webb was appre-
hended at his residence 

following a sev-
en-hour standoff 
between himself 
and authorities 
from multiple law 
enforcement agen-
cies and the exe-
cution of a search 
warrant. Atchison 
police arrested 

Webb for aggravated bat-
tery with a deadly weap-
on in a manner that could 
inflict great bodily harm, 
disfigurement, or death. 
Immediately following his 
apprehension, Webb was 
transported to Amberwell 

Atchison emergency care 
unit by Atchison County 
EMS ambulance for an ex-
amination and was subse-
quently taken to Atchison 
County Jail.

Atchison Police Chief 
Mike Wilson said via press 
release that Webb’s arrest 
culminated from police 
officers in response to a 
dispatch about 5:50 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 18 to 
Amberwell Atchison after 
the male victim was taken 
to the emergency care unit 
by private vehicle. Police 
officers then determined 

the gunshot injury arose 
from a dispute between 
the victim and Webb out-
side a residence in the 1100 
block of South Seventh 
Street. It was during the 
dispute when Webb al-
legedly fired one shot from 
a handgun in a vehicle oc-
cupied by the victim. The 
victim was able to drive 
away from the scene and 
sought help from a family 
member who was at a res-
idence a few blocks away, 
according to Wilson. The 

By MARY MEYERS
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The Atchison County Community 
Schools leaders agreed by consensus — 
until further notice — only unvaccinat-
ed students, staff members and guests 
will be subject to a mask requirement 
at this point in the school year inside 
district-owned buildings 
and properties.

Mask requirements for 
all on buses will remain 
in place in accordance 
with Center for Disease 
Control’s COVID-19 
guidelines and recom-
mendations.

Dr. Andrew Gaddis, 
superintendent of USD 
377 schools, said because 
all protocols put into place for the pre-
vious school year have been removed, 
board members needed to put protocols 
in place for the new 2021-2022 schooly-
ear. Since the removal of the previous 
schoolyear’s plan, that area has expe-
rienced a rise of COVID-19 cases in the 
area communities, Gaddis said. Before 
the start of school one staff member and 
two parents from separate households 

Atchison Globe

City Commissioners unanimously 
approved a contract with Assistant 
City Manager Justin Pregont to serve 
as City Manager on an interim basis ef-
fective immediately. The contract was 
approved following a 15-minute execu-
tive session during Monday’s regular 
commission meeting and comes on the 
heels of Becky Berger’s resignation 
from the top role a week ago.

Pregont, who was attending a pro-
fessional development conference and 
was not at the meeting, is an Atchison 
native and has served as Assistant City 

Manager since 2018. Prior to that he 
oversaw Public Works and Utilities and 
has been with the City since 2013. Pre-
gont is a Benedictine College graduate 
with a Master’s in Public Administra-
tion from the University of Kansas.

During the meeting, commission-
ers were also presented the 2022 City 
Manager’s Recommended Budget, 
which will now be published on Sat-
urday with the public hearing for the 
budget on Tuesday, Sept. 7, after which 
the commission will consider officially 
adopting the document.

Another action Monday, commis-
sioners approved a show cause hearing 

for the demolition of property at 437 S. 
5th Street, with that hearing scheduled 
for Monday, Oct. 4.

Commissioners also approved a 
topographical survey for Unity Street, 
which is a step taken to help improve 
future grant requests for a streetscape 
project on the street – similar to what 
was done on 2nd Street.

Commissioners also appointed Dana 
Ober-Watts to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Travis Grossman and 
Matt Lacey to the Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Group (EDAG), Angie 

Tiger leaders plan 
close COVID-19 watch

Senior Village management  
contract at county’s forefront
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Atchison Senior Village located at 1419 North Sixth Street is the county-owned residential care facility. 

Justin Pregont named Interim City Manager

City of Atchison 

Atchison City commission unanimously approved a con-
tract with Assistant City Manager Justin Pregont to serve 
as City Manager on an interim basis effective immediately.

South Atchison standoff stirs local man’s arrest
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