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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The facemask require-
ment becomes an option 
before the end of the school 
week in USD 409 facilities. 
The decision was made by 
a unanimous vote as of 
the regular school board 
meeting Tuesday night at 
Atchison Middle School.

Dr. Renee Nugent, Su-
perintendent of Atchison 

Public Schools, recom-
mended the masks become 
optional as soon after the 
language updates are 
made to the existing 
COVID Policy procedures 
documents. The weekly 
reporting of positive cases 
will continue, and if there 
are upward trends of pos-
itive cases mask-wearing 
will be strongly encour-
aged to resume for that 
particular building. Per-

sons subject to the “Test to 
Stay” protocol are subject 
to mask requirements.

The mask option target 
date is Thursday, Feb. 17. 
To read the updates click 
on https://bit.ly/33oe1lN or go 
to the district’s Facebook 
page.

Before the action was 
taken some board mem-
bers offered explanations 
about why the mask re-
quirement was in effect as 

long until this point in the 
school year.

Vice-president Diane 
Liebsch said while the 
COVID cases were mon-
itored there were spikes 
in positive cases, and the 
board members agreed 
there was a need to be dil-
igent about mask-wearing 
and the COVID protocols.

Board Member Sally 

USD 409 makes 
masks optional
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A bulletin board at Atchison Middle School offers students and staff some helpful hints about wearing face masks during the COVID pandemic.
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TROY – A jury deliv-
ered a guilty verdict to 
a 33-year-old Atchison 
man on Wednesday in 
Doniphan County Dis-
trict Court for murder 
in the second degree 
in connection with the 
death of Jason Pantle in 
September of 2019.

Matthew Cole Scherer 
was convicted be-
fore noon Feb. 16 
after a 12-person 
jury panel delib-
erated after hear-
ing closing argu-
ments earlier in 
the morning, ac-
cording to a court 
official.

The trial com-
menced Monday, Feb. 14 
after the jury selection, 
testimony was heard 
and continued through-
out Tuesday in Doniph-
an County Court.

Murder in the sec-
ond-degree, uninten-
tional but reckless, a 
felony offense, is pun-
ishable up to a maxi-
mum of 25 years in a 
Kansas Department of 

Corrections facility, ac-
cording to the Kansas 
Sentencing grid. The 
minimum sentence is 
10 years.

Sentencing for Scher-
er is scheduled for Mon-
day, March 28 in Doniph-
an County Court.

After the trial and 
announcement of the 
verdict, Scherer was 
taken to the Doniph-
an County Jail where 

is held without 
bond according 
to the Doniphan 
County Sher-
iff’s Office In-
mate Booking 
Sheet.

Scherer is 
the third of the 
three men con-
victed for the 

death of Jason Pantle, 
42, of Cummings. Pan-
tle was severely beat-
en at a party on Sept. 
22, 2019, at Doniphan. 
Pantle succumbed to 
serious head wounds 
on Sept. 28, 2019, at a 
University of Kansas 
Medical Center.

Scherer and his 

Doniphan 
beating jury 

trial finds 
Atchison 

man guilty
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An Atchison firefighter 
injured in response to an 
early Saturday morning 
structure fire that heavily 
damaged a residence has 
been released to full work 
status as of late Tuesday 
afternoon.

Atchison Fire Chief Pat-
rick Weishaar reported 
in a press release to the 
Atchison Globe that a fel-
low firefighter managed to 
pull the injured colleague 
to safety during an interior 
attack to battle flames that 
engulfed a residence at 927 
Mound Street. Atchison 
County EMS ambulance 
responders initially treat-
ed the injured firefighter 
before being transported 
to Amberwell Atchison for 
emergency care.

The firefighter’s work 
accident occurred after 
Atchison Fire Department 
crews were dispatched to 
a 12:50 a.m. report on Feb. 
12 that a house was on fire 
in the 900 block of Mound 
Street where flames and 
black smoke were inside 
the residence.

Weishaar said after the 

crews arrived they found 
the rear of the structure 
fully involved in the fire. 
The crews were able to 
bring the fire under con-
trol, but the one-story, 
single-family residence 
sustained heavy damage.

The resident had man-
aged to safely escape. The 
Atchison Salvation Army 

was on the scene to assist 
refreshing First Respond-
ers and offered assistance 
to the fire victim.

AFD personnel res-
cued a family pet, 
Weishaar said. EMS 
treated the pet at the fire 
scene. Weishaar said as 
of Tuesday he was un-
aware of the pet’s condi-

tion in the aftermath of 
the fire.

The AFD crews re-
mained throughout the 
day at the fire scene to sal-
vage contents and monitor 
the structure. The AFD 
investigator arrived at the 
scene to begin the investi-
gation.

Weekend fire injures Atchison firefighter
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The residence at 927 Mound Street sustains heavy damage as the result of a fire Feb. 12.

Special to the Globe

The History Channel’s 
hit show American Pick-
ers is coming to Atchi-
son, Kansas this April! 
Locals with private col-
lections will have the 
opportunity to represent 
the rich history of Atchi-
son to the rest of the na-
tion.

Producers are asking 
for individuals in the 
area that are in posses-
sion of large, private 
collections of antiques 
and other items with 
interesting histories to 

contact American Pick-
ers.

No stores, flea mar-
kets, museums, or other 
public collections will be 
considered.

For your chance to be 
considered for the show 
reach out to the show by 
email: AmericanPick-
ers@cineflix.com or by 
phone, (646) 493-2184. 
Include your full name, 
city/state, contact in-
formation, and a short 
description of your col-
lection.

Please apply by Friday, 
March 4th.

American Pickers 
coming to Atchison

ZACHARY MAXWELL STERTZ

Matthew Cole 
Scherer
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