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By MARCUS CLEM and 
JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

WINTHROP, Missou-
ri — After two months of 
blockage by the swollen 
Missouri River, the fastest 
route to St. Joseph, Mis-
souri, has been cleared 
as the waters recede, with 
some restrictions.

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation is 
operating a one-way alter-
nating-traffic temporary 
stoplight on U.S. Highway 
59 in the Winthrop area 
between Rushville and 
Atchison, while crews 
clean and repair the road 
to a point where it can be 
fully opened. No major 
damage has been report-

ed along the road, and the 

highway is expected to 

remain open for the fore-

seeable future, once it is 

cleared off and both lanes 

come online.

“With the river predic-

tions, it should stay open 

for several weeks, maybe 

longer,” said Wes Lanter, 

Atchison County Emer-

gency Management direc-

tor.

Traffic on U.S. Highway 

36 extending east-west 

beyond the Pony Express 

Bridge in the St. Joseph 

area has been elevated, as 

this offered the only prac-

tical route from St. Joseph 

during the closure across 

the river to Doniphan 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A Lincoln, Nebraska, man’s springtime attempt to 

outrun local law enforcement in his vehicle recently 

landed him felony convictions in district court.

Joshua H.D. Poppe, 28, faces a pos-

sibility of serving more than five 

years in Kansas prison as a result of 

an April 2nd incident along US High-

way 73 and into the Atchison city lim-

its. Poppe pleaded no contest Friday, 

July 5 in Atchison County District 

Court to aggravated assault of a law 

enforcement officer, a felony, fleeing 

or attempting to elude a law enforce-

ment involving five or more moving 

violations, a felony, two counts reckless driving and 

possession of marijuana are all three misdemean-

or offenses. Sentencing for Poppe is scheduled for 

9 a.m. Friday, Aug. 23 in district court, or possibly 

sooner contingent on the completion of the court-or-

dered pre-sentencing investigative report.

Poppe’s conviction stemmed from an incident as 

he traveled through the county in the Meade Road 

and Highway 73 vicinity when Deputy James Stuart, 

of the Atchison County Sheriff’s Office, observed a 

vehicle without a taillight. As Stuart proceeded to 

conduct a traffic stop, he determined the license tag 

did not match the vehicle. It came to light the vehicle 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

LANCASTER — In a 

time when a lot of Amer-

icans don’t see eye to eye 

on important issues, and 

the definition of what is or 

what isn’t patriotic is of-

ten debated, it’s important 

to remember where we all 

come from.

This is the kind of princi-

ple embraced by Mitch Os-

wald, who returned to his 

Lancaster roots this past 

Independence Day week-

end to participate in the 

town’s Salute to Summer 

Fun events, highlighted 

by a parade on Thursday 

afternoon, organized by 

the City of Lancaster and 

the Lancaster Lions Club.

”There’s so much here 

that we do take for grant-

ed, we don’t even think 

about it,” Oswald said. “If 

you think about it, there’s 

people from other coun-

tries that are literally 

risking everything just 

to come to our country 

and have a chance to have 

what we have here. So that 

itself speaks to the type of 

freedoms, luxuries, what-

ever that we are celebrat-

ing now.” 

Lancaster Mayor Tim 

Callahan, who put events 

together, says he’s happy 

to see everyone come back 

to town and join together 

in celebrating Lancaster’s 

love for America. 

”There’s a lot of families 

who have had kids here 

that have grown up and 

gone away, but it seems 

like a lot of them come 

back on the Fourth for 

Atchison Globe

A 45-year-old Atchison wom-

an was sent to an area hospital 

by helicopter for injuries suf-

fered during the weekend as 

the result of a weekend crash.

Kellie Foster was transport-

ed to University of Kansas 

Hospital before 10 a.m. Sunday, 

July 7 from the crash scene 

located south of the Doniph-

an County line. KU Hospital 

officials on Tuesday say they 

cannot confirm or deny any in-

formation about Foster.

Atchison County Sheriff 

Jack Laurie reports Foster 

was southbound along Kansas 

Highway 7 north of 318th Road 

after for an unknown reason 

she crossed over the highway 

and struck a tree. Foster was 

extricated from her vehicle 

and was transported by Lifen-

et, Laurie said.

U.S. 59 
opens, floods 

recede
Officials say key roadway should 

remain open for near future

James Howey | Atchison Globe

The Amelia Earhart Memorial Bridge in Atchison is open again after 

two months.

Pursuit of Nebraska 
man snares felonies 

Joshua  

H.D. Poppe

Lancaster loves America

Parade, Salute to Summer Fun events strengthen community bonds

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Mayor Tim Callahan presides over the parade on Thursday in Lancaster.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

A particularly patriotic fairy rides by the Lancaster City Park during 

the parade.

Car strikes 
tree, sending 

woman to  
KC hospital By MARY MEYERS

Atchison Globe

The USD 377 Board of Education mem-

bers plan to convene Wednesday, July 10 

at the district’s administrative building 

located at 306 Main Street in Effingham.

As one of the first orders of busi-

ness, board members expect to orga-

nize for their business for the 2019-20 

school year that includes adoption of a 

resolution to extend the term of elect-

ed board officers until after the first 

board meeting on or after the second 

Monday in January, 2020 in accor-

dance with Kansas Statute72-1133. 

The terms of Board President Nancy 

Keith and Vice-president Barb Chap-

man expired June 30.

Board members also expect to hear 

a report on the district’s assessed val-

uation, some budget updates and set 

the time for publication and budget 

hearing. Board members also expect 

to appoint a clerk, deputy clerk, trea-

surer and school attorney.

Other business items for board 

members include:

 ■ Approval of the consent agenda 

items as presented.

 ■ A hearing of leadership reports 

from Business Manager Megan Grac-

ey, board clerk, Superintendent Dr. 

Andrew Gaddis and Chapman about 

Keystone, an educational services 

provider, and from Transportation 

Director Dwight Myer.

 ■ Approve contracts and accept an 

insurance claim and agreements.

 ■ Discuss summer projects and 

updates about the auditorium re-

pairs; the purchases of a bus, van 

and Chromebooks and the annual 

board-hosted luncheon for teachers 

in August before school starts. Board 

members expect to make decisions re-

lated to the topics.

 ■ Discuss a graduation require-

ments proposal that concerns dropping 

the cumulative 2.0 grade point average.

 ■ Expect to recess from public meet-

ing to discuss a matter of non-elected 

personnel in executive session. After 

the closed door session, board mem-

ber might take action after they re-

sume their regular meeting before 

they adjourn for the night.

Mary Meyers can be reached  

at mary.meyers@atchisonglobenow.com.

USD 377 Board of Education 
to meet Wednesday
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