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By JESSIKA EIDSON
News-Press NOW

U.S. Highway 59 in 

the Rushville, Missou-

ri, closed due to flooding 

Tuesday afternoon.

“There is no back 

way from Atchison to 

Missouri through the 

Winthrop area,” offi-

cials from the Buchanan 

County Sheriff’s Office 

said. “Please be patient 

with our deputies. We all 

want the roads opened 

as well.”

In Kansas, the Doniph-

an County Sheriff’s De-

partment began urging 

travelers to use caution 

near Columbus Road 

west of Wathena at 

around 12:30 p.m. Mud 

and trees began falling 

onto the roadway in that 

area. The road remains 

open, but caution is en-

couraged.

Twenty-six miles away 

in White Cloud mudslides 

along K-7 Highway caused 

trees and dirt to cover the 

roadways. The road was 

closed as the Kansas De-

partment of Transporta-

tion worked to clear the 

area.

“Rainfall can be a pow-

erful force and can even 

cause mudslides over high-

ways,” K-Dot officials said. 

“Our crews are currently 

hard at work across the 

state clearing debris, flag-

ging traffic and putting up 

road-closure barriers as 

several of our highways 

are closed due to high wa-

ter. Please adhere to the 

By MARCUS CLEM  
and JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Atchison High School and 

Maur Hill-Mount Academy sent 

their graduating seniors off 

with pomp and circumstance 

on Saturday.

Local academic leaders spoke 

with confidence in declaring 

the of the 108 seniors gradu-

ating from AHS and the 65 se-

niors moving on from MH-MA 

to be fit for whatever challenge 

or opportunity might come 

their way.

“This class just radiates suc-

cess in it,” said Phil Baniewicz, 

president and headmaster of 

Maur Hill-Mount Academy. 

“The academic level and schol-

arship amounts they reached 

were absolutely outstanding 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

A participant in a plot to invade and 

rob an occupied home at gunpoint last 

summer outside Atchison formally 

confessed to his involvement 

and pleaded guilty to three vio-

lent felonies on Monday.

Devan T. Newson, 25, is con-

sequently convicted of robbery, 

kidnapping and conspiracy to 

commit burglary. Under state 

law, the robbery conviction is 

for an aggravated crime because 

it involved the use of a deadly 

weapon; the burglary conviction is ag-

gravated because the targeted home had 

residents inside at the time of the crime, 

late in the evening on Aug. 29, 2018.

On that evening, Newson persuaded a 

female acquaintance, who testified against 

him last November, to pick up two men 

wearing stocking caps and transport them 

to a location along John Road, near the 

crime scene in the 2700 block of Elm Drive 

outside city limits. The men got out and lat-

er returned with a small safe containing 

cash, having coerced it from victim Gary 

Myers and his family at gunpoint.

“We have good news on the robbery 

case,” Myers said in a social media 

announcement. “(Newson) pleaded 

guilty! (We) will have sentencing, then 

we can move on to the last one and we 

will have closure.”

Newson, appearing before Judge 

Robert Bednar, reached an agreement 

via his court-appointed de-

fense counsel, John J. Bryant of 

Leavenworth, with the office of 

Atchison County Attorney Sher-

ri Becker, for Newson to plead 

guilty to the three felonies. As 

part of the agreement, Becker 

agreed to support the dismissal 

of a host of other charges.

Newson affirmed the validity 

of all evidence presented against him 

in a Nov. 14, 2018, preliminary court 

hearing. He acknowledged that the 

dropped charges may be re-filed at any 

point in the future if he withdraws his 

guilty pleas or otherwise is deemed in 

violation of the plea agreement.

Becker explained that under the grid 

sentencing guidelines defined in Kansas 

statute, Newson faces a minimum of 55 

months in prison for committing aggra-

vated robbery, a minimum of 55 months 

in prison for kidnapping and a minimum 

of 17 months in prison for conspiracy. 

By JESSIKA EIDSON
News-Press NOW

ST. JOSEPH, Missou-

ri — The recent death of 

a 14-year-old boy whose 

body was found in a 

burned building in the 

north side of St. Joseph, 

Missouri, has turned at-

tention to the issue of run-

aways in the community.

The St. Joseph Police 

Department still is inves-

tigating that case, which 

reportedly involved a run-

away child. While officers 

were unwilling to dis-

cuss details of that case, 

they do say runaways are 

common, with statistics 

showing that one in seven 

teens will run away in his 

or her life.

“They’re probably some 

of our most at-risk juve-

niles,” said Jason Strong, 

a family crimes detective. 

“We worry about ... a po-

tential for them to be hu-

man trafficked. There’s 

tons of potential for bad 

things to happen to those 

children.”

So when faced with 

a child runaway, what 

should a parent do?

Strong said parents 

whose children run away 

should contact authorities 

immediately, and a na-

tional profile will be made 

on the endangered child 

within two hours.

“I would advocate for 

the FBI Child ID app,” 

Strong said. “Essential-

ly it’s going to have the 

information that we’re 

going to need from a par-

ent if their child is to go 

missing, and it would in-

clude a photograph that 

they could automatically 

send that to the communi-

cation center in case their 

child is missing.”

Often, a runaway can 

be returned home quick-

ly, but as the number of in-

stances of running away 

rises, so does the difficul-

ty in finding the child.

Highway 59 
closes again

Flooding returns, mudslides  
hit areas north of Atchison

Kansas Depar tment of Tranpor tat ion

A mudslide near White Cloud, Kansas, covers K-7 Highway on Tuesday 

afternoon as heavy rains affect the area. Trees and mud also began 

covering parts of Highway 36 in the Wathena area on Tuesday.

Grads sent 
off to life’s 

next chapter

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Graduating Ravens toss their caps on Saturday at Maur Hill-Mount Academy.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Francesca Lameiro delivers the Class of 2019 address at Atchison High School.

Newson pleads to robbery, kidnapping
Atchison man faces years in state prison for three felonies

Devan T. 
Newson

Runaways a difficult problem to solve

get ty images.com

One in seven children between ages 10 and 18 will run away from 

home, putting them at risk for human trafficking and substance abuse. 

Collaborating with law enforcement and a juvenile officer can help in 

preventing another incident of running away.
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