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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

An Atchison man head-

ed to trial earlier this 

week on multiple charges 

in connection with 

a recent violent 

home intrusion 

will soon have a 

new attorney.

Devan Newson, 

25, is off the jury 

trial docket as the 

result of a late af-

ternoon hearing Friday, 

March 8, in Atchison 

County District Court. In-

stead of pre-trial motions, 

Defense Attorney John 

Kurth was relieved of his 

duty, according to court 

documents.

Newson will have a dif-

ferent attorney appointed 

to represent him and he 

is scheduled for a status 

hearing at 1 p.m. Mon-

day, March 18, in district 

court, as stated in court 

documents.

Newson faces one count 

aggravated robbery, four 

counts kidnapping, aggra-

vated burglary, conspir-

acy to commit aggravat-

ed burglary, aggravated 

assault with the use of a 

deadly weapon, aggravat-

ed assault, theft of prop-

erty and felony theft. If 

convicted as charged, 

Newson potentially faces 

more than 100 years in a 
state prison.

Testimony heard Nov. 7, 
2018, during an evidentia-
ry hearing and the formal 
complaint against New-

son allege he was 
the one responsible 
for arranging a plot 
to burglarize the 
Andrea and Gary 
Myers residence on 
Aug. 29, 2018, in the 
Elm Drive neigh-
borhood along the 
southern outskirts 

of Atchison.
The complaint also al-

leges Newson persuad-
ed others to participate 
in the crime that led to 
a robbery centered on a 
demand at gunpoint for 
a small safe and its cash 
contents. Gary Myers was 
struck with a handgun.

Four members of the 
Myers Family were de-
manded to surrender 
their cell phones and or-
dered lay atop the floor 
until the two males, un-
known to them and unin-
vited, exited their home. 
The stolen safe and the 
thousands of dollars in-
side of it were turned over 
to Newson who waited 
inside a parked vehicle a 
short distance away from 
Elm Drive.

Newson currently is 

By MARCUS CLEM

Atchison Globe

Juan Araque saw this 

coming. It doesn’t make it 

any easier.

Araque, now a professor of 

engineering at Benedictine 

College, and his wife fled their 

native land of Venezuela in the after-

math of the election of Hugo Chavez.

While many in the country cele-

brated a true alternative, someone 

seemingly prepared to deliver pow-

er and social justice to the people, 

Araque, then an engineer for PD-

VSA, the state-owned oil 

company, began looking for 

alternatives, finding a suit-

able PhD program at Rice 

University in Houston, Tex-

as and taking his family out.

“It’s beyond a crisis,” Ara-

que said. “It’s just devasta-

tion. We are witnessing the 

total destruction of my country.”

Soon enough, in response to a 

strike by workers for the oil com-

pany, Chavez had brusquely fired 

all of them, citing alleged “plots 

against the revolution.” This would 

become the type of rhetoric that the 

country is now accustomed to.

The problems far exceed labor dis-

putes. According to the Associated 

Press, much of Venezuela has been 

completely without power in the last 

week. Food shortages are common.

Medicine is hard to come by. Basic 

public services are lacking. Crime 

is out of control. The infrastructure 

is decayed beyond repair; most rel-

evant to the electricity crisis, the 

Guri dam failed earlier this month. 

32 million lost power at once.

Araque lost contact with his ex-

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

HIGHLAND — Highland Com-

munity College is beginning a 

new chapter with the appoint-

ment of a campus veteran and 

experienced educational leader.

Dave Reist, in office since 2002, 

is set to retire as college pres-

ident at the end of June. Reist is set to 

be replaced by Deborah Fox of Inde-

pendence. Fox has an extensive history 

with HCC, having served as vice pres-

ident for finance and operations from 

August 1998 through June 2012. Before 

then, she served as assistant dean for re-

gional instruction for about three years.

Following final deliberations Monday 

in Highland on which candidate should 

replace Reist, the college’s Board of Trust-

ees approved Fox’s contract offer by a 6-0 

vote. The offer, as of Tuesday, is worth 

$125,000 per year in salary for two years. 

It is subject to further negotiations.

“We’re looking at someone to contin-

ue the legacy that Dave has carried on 

at this point,” said Trustee Carl Thar-

man, of rural Doniphan County. “At 

this point, we’re looking at trying to 

upgrade some buildings, especially on 

(the Highland) campus ... That’s key to 

the board.”

Board members are elected by Doniph-

an County residents to four-year terms 

in keeping with Kansas statute. The next 

election is set to take place this Novem-

ber. Tharman said he expects Fox will 

work well with board members in con-

tinuing HCC’s growth under the super-

vision of elected leaders.

“We’re going to relay that to the 

new president when she comes 

on board, and we’ve talked about 

that,” he said. “She understands 

that and recognizes that as well.”

Fox received a call at her current 

home from the college’s human re-

sources office on her appointment 

following the approval of the offer 

by the trustees. The college said she is ex-

pected to visit Highland in the near future 

as contract negotiations and the presiden-

tial transition get underway.

The college, founded in February 

1858, is one of the oldest institutions of 

higher education in the Midwest and 

has seen significant growth on Reist’s 

watch. The college merged with the 

Atchison-based Northeast Kansas 

Area Vocational Technical School, bet-

ter known as VoTech, in 2008. Today, 

HCC encompasses five campuses serv-

ing nine Kansas counties.

Fox will have a lot on her plate come July 

as the college is pursuing expansion into 

fields like diesel technology and engineer-

ing. It currently provides a broad array of 

liberal arts, science and technical studies 

in Highland and at the satellite campuses.

“So I think the new president has a 

challenge, to pick up where Dave has kin-

da left off, and grab the yolk, so to speak,” 

said Chairman Tom Smith of the HCC 

Board of Trustees. “And, charge ahead 

and continue in the same process that 

(Reist has) done ... and help those young 

people better themselves down the road.”

Marcus Clem can be reached at marcus.clem@atchisonglobenow.com

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Irish or not, the prediction for 
sunny skies might shine like lepre-
chauns’ gold when the 36th annual St. 
Patrick’s Castles and Clovers-themed 
parade is on display Saturday, March 
16, in Atchison.

Janie Pickman, co-organizer for 
the event, said whether one wants to 
spectate, participate or just socialize 
it is not too late to make plans and 
join the festivities throughout the 
day.

The event kicks off with musical 
frolic for all at 10:30 a.m. performed 
by the Garin Nolan Irish Trio, 
“Corned Beef and Cabbage,” in the 
basement at the Elks BPO Lodge, 
609 Kansas Ave. The past grand 
marshals’ toast and coronation cer-
emony in honor of the 2019 Grand 
Marshal Imo Chew will take place at 
11:30 a.m.

Line-up for the parade commenc-
es at 12:30 p.m., register and sign-in 
your entries prior to line-up time 
under the tent location at Atchison 
Street and River Road along the riv-
erfront. For more information con-
cerning parade entries contact Pick-
man at 913-426-3421 or email her at 
jpickman@bbwi.net. There will be a 
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St. Patrick likely will be one of the sights to see when 

the annual 36th St. Patrick’s Day parade festivities wind 

along the downtown streets Saturday in Atchison. 

Please  see Trial/Page 7

Please  see Parade/Page 7

Venezuela crisis hits home at BC

Juan Araque
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Locals scramble to board a bus after a power outage on Thursday in Caracas, Venezuela. The lack of electricity sent countless workers home 

on foot as offices failed to operate along with the metro train system.

Local professor lost contact with loved ones; student organized contributions
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