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Five days after an ex-
plosion and series of small 
fires at MGP Ingredients, 
an investigation continues 
to pinpoint its cause.

“We don’t yet know the 
cause,” said MGP Spokes-
woman Jenell Loschke on 
Wednesday. “Our investi-
gation is ongoing.”

The blaze at MGP Ingre-
dients in Atchison Friday 
lasted into the night after 
local fire departments re-
sponded following a re-
ported explosion.

Local residents reported 
hearing a big boom about 
8:15 p.m. and shortly af-
ter smoke blanketed this 

small Northeast Kansas 
community.

Deputy Fire Chief Pat-
rick Weishaar said after 
firefighters arrived on 
the scene they investi-
gated the damage from 
the explosion and found 
small fires throughout 
the area.

“Our crews were on the 
scene until the early hours 
of Saturday morning bat-
tling spot fires,” Weishaar 
said.

Firefighters returned 
about noon Saturday to 
attend to more flare ups, 
Weishaar said. As of early 
Sunday morning all the 
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A 52-year-old Atchison woman was sent 
to the hospital by ambulance to receive 
treatment for injuries she suffered after 
she struck several vehicles Wednesday 
night in a north Atchison neighborhood.

Atchison Police Chief Mike Wilson said 
it was about 10 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 2 
when Ann Huntington was northbound in 
a 2002 Chrysler passenger car in the 1500 
block of Arrowhead Drive when her vehi-
cle struck a parked vehicle. The impact 
from the initial collision forced the parked 
vehicle into a second parked vehicle.

The Huntington vehicle then continued 
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COVID-19 cases across 
Kansas and in Atchison 
County have continued to 
spike considerably in re-
cent days.

According to the Kan-
sas Department of Health 
and Environment COVID 
update on Wednesday, 
there have been 162,061 
cases statewide, 5,290 
hospitalizations, 1,679 
deaths and 669,121 nega-
tive tests.

According to Wednes-

day’s figures, Atchison 
County was showing 908 
positive cases, Nemaha 
County 1,107, Jackson 735, 
Jefferson 758, Doniphan 
534 and Brown 795.

The Center for Disease 
Control has issued new 
quarantine guidelines 
that applies to contacts 
WITHOUT symptoms. 
The following was re-
leased by the Atchison 
County Health Depart-
ment:
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It was in 2007 when Jim 
Weishaar opened his de-
ceased Aunt Mill’s recipe 
box and her legacy that 
spilled out and brought to 
life a heritage deeply root-
ed northeast Kansas fami-
ly farm traditions.

“It was when I opened 
that box and memories 
of her and the family just 
came out,” Weishaar said. 
“There were lots of recipes 
handwritten on scraps of 
paper and backs of enve-
lopes.”

Weishaar is the son of 
William and Mary Lou 
Weishaar, and is a mem-
ber of the 1986 graduated 
class of Jefferson County 
North High School, soon 
left the family farm in the 
Nortonville community 
and left for a spell to pur-
sue a civil service career 
with the financial man-
agement in various federal 
government departments. 
His career path took him 
to Kansas City, Washing-
ton, D. C., and Indianapo-
lis, Indiana with the U.S. 
Department of Defense. In 
2013 Weishaar returned 
back to his home place 
where he resides his six 
Labrador-mixed dogs, five 

brothers and their father. 
Weishaar currently works 
with the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

Aunt “Mill” as she was 
fondly known to Weishaar 
is his dad’s sister, Mildred.

Sometime after, 
Weishaar reviewed the 
contents of Mill’s recipe 
box he mentioned it and 
the memories it stirred to 
his friend and co-worker 
at the time, Rose who en-
couraged home to write 
the collections down to 
share with others. Rose’s 
encouragement culminat-
ed into his recently pub-
lished book “MillRose – A 
Century of Family, Farm 
and Food.” The book is 
named for three persons 
who inspired him, Aunt 
Mildred, his mother Mary 
Lou and Rose, Weishaar 
said in honor of the farm, 
family and food that has 
been an integral part of 
life.

In his younger years it 
was a long-standing fam-
ily tradition that his fa-
ther’s side of the family 
— the Weishaars, would 
gather for Christmas and 
Easter family dinners, 
Weishaar said. That is 
from the times many of his 
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TOPEKA—District Judge 
Robert Bednar of the 1st Judi-
cial District will retire Jan. 11 
after 22 years of service.

Bednar became a judge in 
1998. He served in Leavenworth 
County until moving to Atchi-
son County District Court in 
2008. The 1st Judicial District 
is composed of those two coun-
ties.

Bednar has overseen juve-
nile, civil, and criminal dock-
ets.

He said he found overseeing 
juvenile court both satisfying 
and discouraging.

“It’s sad and heartbreaking 
seeing the circumstances of 
some of our youth—the lack of 
family, parenting, and educa-
tion. They have a huge mountain 
to climb,” he said. “As a juvenile 
judge you always have to bear 
in mind the long-term effects 
of your decisions. I remember 
those who succeed with great 
fondness, but unfortunately 
there are far too few of them.”

He had been in private prac-

tice for 25 years when he sought 
appointment as a judge.

“I wanted the opportunity to 
continue in the law but from 
a different vantage point,” he 
explained. “As a lawyer you 
represent the interests of your 
client, but as a judge you need 
to see the entire picture so you 
can decide a case on its merits 
in a fair and impartial manner.

“I think every judge hopes 
that when the parties leave the 
courtroom, whether they agree 
with your decision or not, they 
believe they have received fair 

shake,” he added.
His advice to a lawyer want-

ing to become a judge is to be 
well-rounded.

“They should get as much 
experience in as many areas 
as they can. It never ceases to 
amaze me the broad spectrum 
of cases I hear and for which 
I must render a decision,” he 
said. Bednar graduated from 
Washburn University in 1967 
and Washburn University 
School of Law in 1973.

AUTHORITIES CONTINUE 
TO INVESTIGATE MGP FIRE

Photo cour tesy of Grant Franklin

A reported explosion rocked MGP in Atchison Friday night, causing traffic to be diverted from the area and local firefighters to be on the scene 
throughout the evening. Grant Franklin submitted this drone photo that shows smoke billowing from MGP.

Mary Meyers | Atchson Globe

A group of MGP officials assess the situation Saturday in the after-
math of an explosion and fire in the plant Friday night.

Nortonville man 
publishes heritage, 

recipes in first book

Jim Weishaar

Jim Weishaar designed the cover for his recently released book.

District Judge Robert Bednar to retire January 11

Kansas Cour ts submit ted photo

District Judge Robert Bednar, of the 1st Judi-
cial District in Kansas.

County COVID cases reach 908 — 
new quarantine guidelines issued

Driver injured, multiple vehicles involved in accident

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Atchison police officers discuss the scene of an injury accident Wednesday night in Ar-
rowhead Drive neighborhood multiple parked cars sustained damages and a 52-year-
old Atchison woman went to the hospital by Atchison County EMS ambulance.Please  see Accident/Page 4 Please  see COVID/Page 4

Please  see Bednar/Page 4

Please  see Fire/Page 4

Please  see Book/Page 4
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