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The Atchison County Courthouse will be closed 
Monday, July 5, in observance of Independence Day.

The courthouse will reopen at 8:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, July 6.

The regular commission meeting will be held, as 
usual, beginning at 1 p.m. on July 6 until there is 
no further business to discuss. This holiday will not 
have an effect on the commission meeting.
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In 2019, Benedictine College and the Sey-
mour Institute on Black Church and Poli-
cy Studies created a partnership that sent 
college students to Boston to work as tutors 
and mentors for middle school students 
through the Martin Luther King Summer 
Scholars Program.

This year, three students are preparing 

to head off to help students in mathematics 
and to overcome learning loss from the on-
line programs of the pandemic.

Solomon Wallace, a junior, Zyon Mathis, 
a junior, and Obediah Lewis, a sophomore, 
will leave June 28 for Boston to meet with 
Dr. Jacqueline C. Rivers, executive director 
of the Seymour Institute, and her husband, 
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Longtime business-
man, community vol-
unteer and Lancaster 
Mayor Tim 
Callahan died 
unexpectedly 
June 19 at his 
home.

Outside of 
his family, 
business oper-
ation and civic 
leadership in 
Lancaster, Callahan 
dedicated a good deal 
of his adult life to com-
munity service.

Timothy John “Tim” 
Callahan, 65, was a 
mechanic by trade and 
for the past 43 years 
had owned and operat-
ed Lancaster Oil LLC, 
which was not only a 
shop but sort of a town 
hangout for some.

Ryan Chalfant, one 
of the Lancaster Oil 
regulars, paid his re-
spects to Callahan via 
a Facebook posting.

“I was lucky enough 
to know Tim all 
of my 32 years,” 
Chalfant post-
ed, “but I wish 
it could have 
been a lot lon-
ger. Sometimes 
I would make 
an excuse that 
I needed some-

thing from the station 
just so I could go chit-
chat with him for a 
while.”

Chalfant continued, 
“Now I wish I would of 
made more time to sit 
and talk longer.”

Chalfant posted a 
video and recalled an 
event just before his 
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The Board of the Atchison 
County Commissioners con-
vened an executive session on 
June 24 to interview potential 
hires for the position of human 
resource director.

Current Human Resource Di-
rector Jamie Madison is vacat-
ing the position effective Friday, 

July 2. On May 27, Mad-
ison gave official notice 
to commissioners of her 
intent to resign to accept 
a position in the private 
sector.

Madison served as 
the county’s inaugural 
human resource direc-
tor since her hire in late 
September of 2014. Atchison 
Globe files indicate commission-

ers made their decision 
to hire Madison for the 
newly created position 
after they interviewed 
more than 30 applicants.

“I am grateful to have 
been able to be a part 
of the Atchison County 
team and the opportu-
nities that I have had 

during the last six and a half 
years of my employment with 

Atchison County,” Madison 
wrote via email to the Globe. 
“There are some amazing in-
dividuals that belong to the or-
ganization and I am grateful 
to have had the opportunity to 
work with them and learn from 
them.”

Concerning another matter 
involving a change in person-
nel, Assistant County Attorney 
Michelle Rioux started her po-

sition, which now is a full-time 
job, on April 1. Rioux was reared 
in the Cummings area.

Previously, Atchison County 
Counselor Patrick Henderson 
served as assistant county attor-
ney on a part-time basis.

Concerning some other coun-
ty matters, commissioners:

 ❯ Unanimously voted to sign  

By JAMES HOWEY
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The Atchison City Commission approved 
the acceptance of the sale of general obligation 
bonds and general obligation temporary notes 
for approximately $8.5 million at its June 21 
meeting.

“That will lead to a total savings of $728,000 
just to refinance the 2014 general bonds with 
an interest rate on the temporary note of just 
.356%,” Director of Administrative Services Joe 
Warren said. “It’s almost essentially free money 
or at least the closest you could get.”

This is the second time in seven months that 
the city has used historically low interest rates 
to save money through the refinancing of debt. 

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Kiara Boone, Deputy Director of Community Education of the Equal Justice Initiative Community Remembrance Project, tells the audience that truth 
telling is the path to take to make justice work.

Lancaster  
recalls legacy 
of late mayor

City approves 
bonds, strikes down 
solid waste budgets

Atchison County commissioners prepare for human resource change

Courthouse closes to observe  
Independence Day on July 5

Benedictine students to  
help Boston Middle School

Photo cour tesy of Benedict ine College

Solomon Wallace, Zyon Mathis, 
and Obediah Lewis will be trav-
eling to Boston to work as tutors 
for middle school students by way 
of the Martin Luther King Summer 
Scholars Program.

Tim Callahan

Jamie Madison
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On the day of the inaugural federal 
Juneteenth Holiday, the tragic fate of 
George Johnson was seemingly long 
forgotten in the pages of local history, 
now it has become a beacon of light 
and hope for the future of the Atchi-
son Community.

Near the spot where George John-
son, a Black man, was dragged, tor-
tured, shot and hung by an angry mob 
of about 50 white men on Jan. 4, 1870, a 
historic memorial marker now stands 
within a few feet of a newly created 
“Reflections” sculpture.

People from all walks of life 

Historic sculpture 
recognizes past, offers 
hope to community

FOR A BETTER FUTURE
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Atchison United Equal Justice Initiative Committee members involved in the project are, front row 
from left, Charo Kelley, Stefanie Gardner, Erin Wolf, Kiara Boone (Montgomery, Alabama), President 
Sean Crittendon and Dr. Josh Wolf; second row from left, Tyler Shephard, Kirk Schlanker, The Rev. 
John Hullinger, Kevin Hill, LaTisha Downing and Ryan Pickman.
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