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By MATT HOFFMANN
News-Press NOW

St. Joseph avoided the 

worst of the storms that 

ripped across the Mid-

west Friday night, avoid-

ing what an expert said 

could’ve been “hurri-

cane-like damage.”

The Lawrence, Kansas, 

area was not so lucky. Ac-

cording to reports, a tor-

nado touched down in the 

area around 6 p.m. Tues-

day. Tornado warnings 

also were issued for the 

Bonner Springs and Lone 

Star, Kansas, areas.

As the storm pro-

gressed, it missed St. Jo-

seph on a southeastern 

path. According to Na-

tional Weather Service 

reports, a large and dan-

gerous tornado touched 

down on the western edge 

of Kansas City, Kansas, 

By ANDREW GAUG 
News-Press NOW

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. — Unpredictable 

weather couldn’t stop the annual Me-

morial Day Remembrance from honor-

ing the area’s fallen soldiers.

Undeterred by the looming dark 

clouds, St. Joseph officials, the public 

and veterans gathered at the VFW 1668 

on Monday to honor those who died in 

battle.

During and after the ceremony, 

guests told stories about their fellow 

comrades who saved their lives in both 

big and small ways.

“Memorial Day, for all of us, conjures 

up different images for different people. 

Those who have lost loved ones use this 

as a day of remembrance and take the 

time to reflect on those we have lost,” 

guest speaker Cpt. Michael Nellestein, 

a retired U.S. Navy veteran, said. “We 

remember them, cry for them and thus, 

honor their memory.”

In his speech, Nellestein honored Cpl. 

John Pennington of the U.S. Marine 

Corps, who served as a father figure to 

him when he was young.

Due to rain, Nellestein’s speech was 

moved indoors to the VFW hall. Ear-

lier that morning, weather concerns 

By MARCUS CLEM

Atchison Globe

EVEREST — Veterans gathered on 

Saturday to call attention to the histo-

ry of the social cause of women in the 

armed forces: The great trials they had 

to overcome and still face, hardly just 

the enemy abroad.

Shannon Scott, adjutant of the 

American Legion Post No. 288 of Ever-

est, Kansas, held the seminar Unsung 

Heroes: Women of the United States 

Military amid Memorial Day Weekend. 

Scott has been involved with the Legion 

for decades and has made it something 

of a lifelong mission to ensure the wom-

en who sacrificed for national service 

By JOEY MAY
Hiawatha World

HIAWATHA — The final 

votes were tallied Tuesday 

morning and the outcome 

remains the same: a sales 

tax to benefit Hiawatha 

Community Hospital was 

defeated by a mere 29 votes.

The special election held 

Tuesday, May 21, allowed 

voters to cast their ballots 

on whether to approve a 

half-cent sales tax to benefit 

the Hiawatha Community 

Hospital. Of the estimat-

ed $700,000 expected to be 

raised annually over the 10 

year period of the proposed 

tax, 20 percent was ear-

marked for healthcare in 

Horton.

This week’s numbers are 

different than unofficial 

vote tallies as released last 
Tuesday evening. This is 
due to 51 provisional ballots, 
which were considered at 

the Brown County Commis-

sion’s formal canvassing of 

the votes at Tuesday morn-

ing’s regular meeting. The 

commission took a recess 

from its regular meeting to 

convene into the canvassing 

session at 9 o’clock.

Provisional ballots occur 

when registered voters have 

a change in address, or there 

is an issue with name spell-

ing, or for other reasons — 

such as failure to show photo 

ID at the polling booth. The 

ballots are placed in sealed 

envelopes and opened at the 

canvassing sessions.

Upon review, the 

Atchison Globe

A Sunday morning ATV incident in the 

Lancaster area saw a local teen trans-

ported to a Kansas City hospital.

Atchison County Sheriff Jack Laurie 

said Jacob Kenworthy, 20, of Atchison, 

and Nathan Myers, 18, of Lancaster, had 

been riding a 2000 Honda EX 4-wheeler in 

the 100 block of High Street in Lancaster, 

when Myers fell off the vehicle.

Laurie said neither Myers nor Kenwor-

thy had been wearing helmets at the time 

of the incident, though Kenworthy didn’t 

suffer any injuries. A LifeNet medical 

helicopter took Myers to the University 

of Kansas Medical Center in Kansas City 

for treatment of as-yet unspecified inju-

ries.

Chopper flies out 
ATV fall victim

Hospital tax effort fails by just 29 votes

Joey May | Hiawatha Wor ld

Brown County Commissioner Keith Olsen, center, and Brown County Clerk 

Melissa Gormley watch as Commissioner Dwight Kruse counts the envelopes 

with the provisional ballots during a canvass session Tuesday morning.

Event focuses on  
women who served

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

A veteran and a child attending the Memorial Day service at the Honnell-Means Memorial Garden in 

Everest, lay roses on Saturday upon the memorial stones dedicated to local fallen.

SOMBER MORNING | Overcast conditions reflect remembrance of those who have passed

Remembering the fallen
Region honors Memorial Day at annual event

Andrew Gaug | News-Press Now

The Post 359 Honor Squad performs the 21-gun salute and taps during the Memorial Day Remembrance 

on Monday at the VFW 1668.
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Weather batters region, causes damage
Joe Armison 

looks over 

his destroyed 

barn after 

a tornado 

struck the 

outskirts of 

Eudora, Kan-

sas, Tuesday.

Associated PressPlease  see Weather/Page 8
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