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The Kansas Department of Health and Environment affirmed that residents within City of Atchison lim-
its can safely drink tap water without fear of the contamination detected on Tuesday morning. Atchison 
County rural water districts 1, 3, 5C and 6 remain under a boil advisory, along with the City of Lancaster.

Boil advisory partly lifted

View a video feature on the aftermath of the levee break in Winthrop, Missouri and a gallery  

of photos from around town on the flooding by visiting www.atchisonglobenow.com.

More online: Missouri River flooding

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

WINTHROP, Missouri 
— After days of apparent 
luck, the Atchison area 
crossing of the Missouri 
River remains shut down 
following a levee break on 
Thursday.

Authorities indicat-
ed that waters from the 
Mighty Mo were likely 
to make passage of U.S. 
Highway 59 between 
Atchison and St. Joseph, 
Missouri, fully impass-
able. Flooding swamped 
sections of the highway by 
1 p.m. Thursday.

Wes Lanter, Atchison 
County Emergency Man-
agement director, said 
that volunteers working 
to sandbag the Winthrop 
levee didn’t feel safe con-
tinuing; data from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers indicated that the 
1993 record Atchison-area 
Missouri River crest of 

31.6 feet would be broken.
Shortly after the volun-

teers pulled back, Lanter 
said, water began to con-
sistently run over the le-
vee. Lanter said that once 
consistent overtopping of 
an earthen levee occurs, 
if it can’t be arrested, le-
vee collapse becomes vir-
tually inevitable.

“It’s going to add quite 
a bit longer commute for 
people that are trying to 
get to this area,” Lanter 
said. “Our emergency ser-
vices also have to enact 
their plans to get people 
transferred up to Mosaic 
(Life Care) or to different 
hospitals in our region if 
it’s critical and they can’t 
make it to Mosaic in time.”

Constituents of the 
Winthrop, Missouri, 
community hurried to 
get out of the way of en-
croaching floodwaters on 
Thursday. Winthrop is 
an unincorporated area 
directly across the river 

KEY ROUTE CUT OFF BY FLOODS

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Water flows between train tracks immersed in flooding amid the record 

crest of the Missouri River in Atchison, Kansas, approaching 31.8 feet.

Please  see Route/Page 6

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Volunteers have piled sandbags as high as possible in southern Buchanan County, but the water has overtopped nearby levees and ruptured one 

near Winthrop, an unincorporated area also known as East Atchison.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

There’s no shortage of puddles drifting onto Commercial Street.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

The Atchison Riverfront Pavilion stands amid waters that left it com-

pletely immersed by Thursday afternoon.

News-Press Now

City officials in St. Jo-
seph expected the Mis-
souri River to crest at 32 
feet between 1 and 4 p.m. 
this afternoon and are 
ordering an evacuation 
for parts of St. Joseph. 
The order came during an 
EOC meeting this morn-
ing at Fire State 12 on St. 
Joseph Avenue.

During a noon EOC 
meeting with the city of 
St. Joseph, Mayor Bill Mc-
Murray said the levees in 
are holding. St. Joseph Po-
lice Chief Chris Connally 
also shared that police 
have been helping evac-
uate residents. Connally 
added the department 
would assess the need for 
evacuation check points 
depending on the river’s 
crest and recession.

During the morning 
meeting, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers con-
firmed the 32-foot crest, 
which city staff said will 
top the airport levee on 
the west bank of the Mis-
souri River and put part 

of the east side at risk 
for flooding Friday after-
noon. At noon, the Nation-
al Weather Service mea-
sured the river at 32 feet, 
while the U.S. Geological 

City officials evacuate South 
St. Joseph

Samanatha Stanton | St. Joseph News-Press

Cars drive down a partially flooded Stockyards Expressway as the re-

gion deals with flooding. The city of St. Joseph closed the Expressway 

Thursday afternoon.
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By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

As he figuratively im-
mersed himself in local 
affairs on his first-ever 
day in town, the flooded 
Missouri River served as 
something of a greeting 
for U.S. Rep. Roger Mar-
shall, largely considered 
a U.S. Senate contender.

“We won’t be able to 
stand here tomorrow,” 
Berger Company CEO 
Rick Berger told Mar-
shall on the flooded west 
banks of the Mighty Mo 
just outside downtown 
Atchison.

Amid the flooding, 
which would be wors-
ened within 24 hours 
by the failure of a levee 
in Winthrop, Missouri, 

Berger served as a guide 
through multiple parts of 
Atchison on a trip billed 
as an official, non-parti-

san Congressional visit. 
Marshall is clearly test-

Potential Senate contender  
tours town

Roger Marshall openly considering Senate run

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Marshall speaks on Wednesday morning to Chairwoman Karen Sea-

berg of MGP Ingredients, Inc. at Paolucci’s Deli, Restaurant and 

Lounge in Atchison.
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