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See inside for  
interviews and  
perspectives on the 
businesses, groups 
and leaders guid-
ing Atchison to a 
brighter future.
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The countdown is on, as time 
ticks away until Independence 
Day and the annual Atchison 
Community Fireworks Show 
at Warnock Lake.

It is never too late to con-
tribute to the show; the show 
is scheduled for after dark on 
Thursday, July 4, with a back-
up date of Friday, July 5. As of 
June 21, about $5,000 had been 
raised for the fireworks show, 
with a goal of $9,000 to ensure 

a coverage of all expenses.
All donor amounts large or 

small are welcome. Supporters 
can bring their loose change, 
currency or check through-
out the workweek between 
the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. to 
the Atchison Globe office, 308 
Commercial Street or during 
business hours at Hundley In-
surance, 1401 Main Street.

Supporters who contribute 
$250 or more are eligible to have 
their photo taken with their 
check. The photograph will ap-

pear on a special page of spon-
sors in the Wednesday, July 10, 
Atchison Globe edition. Atchi-
son Lions Club members are 
contacting local businesses to 
generate support for this cele-
bration of our nation’s birth.

Authorities encourage all to 
have a safe and happy Fourth 
of July holiday. However, to 
ensure public safety, there are 
some restrictions that will be 
in place in the area.

Fireworks show donations 
sought for festive Fourth

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Pyrotechnicians with the crew of Dave Hundley and his son, Bryce, ignite a blaze of glory during the 2018 Atchison Community Fireworks 

Display at Warnock Lake.
By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Years of discourse on 
how to divide Atchison 
County’s sales tax pie has 
produced a new 
public disagree-
ment.

Chairman Jack 
Bower of the Board 
of County Com-
missioners rose to 
speak as a City of 
Atchison constit-
uent on Monday 
during a city gov-
ernment public 
forum session, in 
order to register a 
public complaint 
with the process to 
date.

In particular, 
Bower said, he believes 
that city leaders haven’t 
engaged with the county 
government on the issue 

of properly dividing the 
burden of providing sales 
taxes from each jurisdic-
tion to public services that 
affect both City of Atchi-
son and Atchison County 

constituents.
“We haven’t 

been able to get a 
meeting set up,” 
Bower said during 
the public forum. 
“The last commu-
nication we had 
was, ‘Well, we’ll get 
ahold of you later.’ 
That didn’t sound 
like a commitment. 
It’s a little frustrat-
ing that we can’t 
set up a small time-
line.”

In a follow up in-
terview with Atchi-

son Globe, Bower said his 
point of view is, after years 

City, county 
leaders at 
fiscal odds

Chairman Bower complains at 
meeting; Mayor Rizza responds

Shawn Rizza

Jack Bower

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

WATHENA — A Kansas leader 
is on a tour to assure constitu-
ents and businesses that he won’t 
approach their needs with a “Let 
them eat cake” attitude.

Visiting Marie Antoinette’s 
Gluten Free Bake Shoppe and the 
Dairy Barn family restaurant on 
Thursday afternoon in Wathena, 
Lt. Gov. Lynn Rogers emphasized 
how the Democratic-led adminis-
tration of Gov. Laura Kelly wants 
to dispel the notion that the state 
government cares only for Tope-
ka, Johnson County and other 
high-population communities.

“For both Gov. Kelly and my-
self, that’s really important. We 
want to be out in the country and 
on a regular basis,” Rogers said. 
“Every time we hear a suggestion, 
we’ll have some staff look into 
that.”

Marie Antoinette’s owner Rani 
Navarro-Force said she believes 
that the first thing the state gov-
ernment should do is pave roads 
through bureaucracy toward 
business growth in local commu-
nities.

However, breaking into new 
markets and operating multiple 

tiers of her business imposes what 
Navarro-Force regards as impos-
ing regulatory requirements and 
fees, some adding up to tens of 
thousands of dollars per year. Na-
varro-Force urged Rogers to spon-
sor state financial incentives that 
can assist with such burdens.

“That would be a great help, you 
know, with the state if they could 
actually provide the resources 
that we need in order to fulfill 
the obligations that the state re-
quires,” she said.

Kansas leader talks rural growth
Rogers promotes state government small town engagement

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Lt. Gov. Lynn Rogers, D-Kansas, left, speaks on Thursday with owner Rani Navarro-Force of 

Marie Antoinette’s Gluten-Free Bake Shoppe in Wathena.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

USD 409 Board of Edu-

cation members plan to 

gather for a high noon 

special meeting later 

this week at to take care 

of a few business items 

before the close its fiscal 

year.

The meeting is sched-

uled for 12 p.m. Thurs-

day, June 27 in the com-

munity room at the 409 

Board Office, 626 Com-

mercial St.

Board members expect 

to:

 ❯ Make payments on 
warrants as listed for the 
Sunday, June 30 fiscal 
year-end as wells as 
review credit card summa-
ries for the month of June.

 ❯ Accept a Juvenile Justice 

Authority Grant award in 
the amount of more than 
$20,211. Atchison County 
supports the JJA program 
in the amount of $5,600 
and 409 supports the 

program with more than 
$13,188.

 ❯ Approve the transfer of 
funds subject to the final 
June reconciliation.

 ❯ Approve to void outstand-
ing checks that are 24 
months or older.

 ❯ Discuss and consider 

budget updates for the 
2019-20 schoolyear and 
review the proposed 
budget timeline.

 ❯ Self-evaluate how they 
function as a board during 
a discussion session. A 
Kansas Association of 
School Board represen-
tative will be present to 
facilitate the self-evalu-
ation and review board 
members’ responses from 
a survey.

 ❯ Recess from public 

meeting to convene in 
executive sessions for 
different purposes relating 
to discussions concerning 

USD 409 to meet  
to close fiscal year
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