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By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

The Atchison and Benedictine 
community joined together Mon-
day night for a Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day March and presen-
tation.

The event was organized 
by the college’s Black Student 
Union and the Atchison Ministe-
rial Alliance. The march started 
at Atchison City Hall and went 
up 2nd street to end at Benedic-
tine College.

An hour long presentation fol-
lowed at O’Malley-McAllister 
Auditorium where the speakers 
included several BC students, 

Dr. Josh Wolf and Father Ryan 
Richardson.

Atchison native Lisa Kelley 
Jones, an Educational Specialist 
at Emporia State University also 
helped lead the crowd in a spirit-
ed rendition of “We Shall Over-
come” during the presentation.

Benedictine students present-
ed certain quotes from Dr. King 
that have inspired them in their 
lives to be better people.

Many of the speakers talked 
about how big of a role King’s 
Christian faith played in his 
life and goal of bettering racial 
equality in America.

Atchison reflects on equality and faith on MLK day
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A crowd gathered to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday in downtown Atchison and marched to the Campus of Benedictine 
College.
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Benedictine Director of Student Support & En-
gagement Tyler Shephard speaks at the presenta-
tion following the Martin Luther King Day march 
on Monday.
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Benedictine instructor Dr. Josh Wolf speaks on the 
importance that faith played in Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s life.

By MARY MEYERS 
Atchison Globe

Maur Hill-Mount Acad-
emy carries on school 
activities the third week 
of January without any 
reported positive cases or 
quarantines among stu-
dents or staff members 
related to the COVID-19 
virus.

“We are back to zeroes 
across the board,” MH-MA 
President Phil Baniewicz 
reported Wednesday. “No 
students or staff (mem-
bers) are positive or quar-
antined at this time.”

Meanwhile at other area 
schools quarantines con-
tinue to outnumber the 
positive cases even though 

the infection continues to 
show a declining trend in 
comparison to 2020.

USD 409 Superintendent 
Renee Scott reported as 
of Tuesday districtwide 
there were 17 students 
quarantined and only 
three students were pos-
itive cases. The cases 
are: Atchison Elementa-
ry School — eight pupils 
quarantined and zero 
positive cases; Atchison 
Middle School — two stu-
dents are positive and one 
student is quarantined; 
Atchison High School has 
one student positive and 
eight students in quar-
antine. There are zero 

Coronavirus 
teeter totter 

students, staff
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City Commissioners 
unanimously approved 
the 2021 Legislative Policy 
Agenda during Tuesday’s 
meeting, setting Atchison 
priorities for the state and 
federal legislatures.

The agenda is given to 
state and federal elected 
officials as a guide on is-

sues that impact Atchison 
residents directly.

Home Rule principals 
are of chief concern when 
it comes to municipalities 
in regards to state poli-
tics. Home Rule allows lo-
cal elected officials – the 
most direct voice of local 
residents – decide on poli-
cy that most impacts this 
community.

Highlights of the policy 
specific to Atchison in-
clude protecting the cur-
rent countywide sales tax 
distribution method, call-
ing for countywide trans-
portation funding equity, 
asking for state support 
of highways in city limits 
to be fully funded, equita-
ble alcohol laws and reg-
ulations when compared 

to neighboring states, a 
statewide look at housing 
issues, and US Highway 59 
flood aversion measures 
east of the Amelia Earhart 
Bridge.

“Our elected officials 
use our policy agenda to 
help them determine what 
most effects constituents 
from Atchison,” City Man-
ager Becky Berger said. 

“With the sheer volume 
of legislation that is dis-
cussed each year, the pol-
icy agenda helps narrow 
the focus on issues that 
impact our residents.”

In addition to the poli-
cy agenda, commission-
ers also approved an 
amendment to the Arbor 
Lane Agreement, set a 
show cause hearing for 

demolition of two residen-
tial garages that are in 
disrepair, approved the 
employee COVID-19 poli-
cy update extending leave 
allowance through July, 
re-appointed Justin Bot-
torff to the Airport Ad-
visory Board for another 
four-year term, heard a 

City commission sets 2021 Legislative Policy Agenda
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Atchison Globe

Two of three males from the 
Leavenworth area remained 
in the county jail after their 
arrests by Atchison police 
early Thursday morning for 
multiple vehicle burglaries 
in the North Second Street 
vicinity.

Bladen A. Bellar, 18, Leav-
enworth, and Cole S. Acevedo, 
18, Lansing, were arrested for 
vehicle burglary, theft and 
contributing to a child’s mis-

conduct. Bellar was ad-
ditionally arrested for 
possession of marijua-
na and drug parapher-
nalia.

Police also arrest-
ed a 17-year-old male, 
of Leavenworth, who 
was in the company of 
Bellar and Acevedo. 
The teen was released to a 
parent.

Atchison Police Chief Mike 
Wilson reported police re-
sponded about 1 a.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 21 to the Second and 

Unity streets area to 
investigate persons 
attempting to enter 
parked vehicles. The 
officers located a truck 
identified as the suspect 
vehicle near Third and 
Mound streets where 
a driver was sitting 
inside it as two other 

persons ran toward it. Police 
officers managed to stop the 
suspect truck as its driver and 
occupants appeared to make 
an attempt to leave the area.

Police nab Leavenworth trio for  
vehicle burglaries along city streets
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County leaders will con-
tinue to regularly meet 
once a week same times 
and same days despite a 
suggestion for change.

When the Atchison 
County Commission con-
vened Jan. 10 to organize for 
the year newly elected Commis-
sioner Casey Quinn suggested 
commissioners meet in late af-
ternoon hours to make it more 
convenient for the persons who 
work day jobs to attend meetings.

 ❯ After some discussion among the 
three commissioners, Chairman 

Jack Bower, Vice-chairman 
Eric Noll and Quinn, it was 
approved by a 2-1 vote 
to continue having the 
10 a.m. workshop sessions 
for discussions and 
planning purposes and the 
business meeting at 1 p.m. 
on Tuesdays. Quinn voted 

in the negative.
 ❯ Martin Luther King Jr. Day ob-
served Monday, Jan. 18 marked 
the first holiday commissioners 
members had designated to 
observe for the year as a result of 
their 2021 organizational meeting 

County designate holiday 
observances, assignments for 2021
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