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With the coming of spring, learn about some fun new 
things to do outside in HEALTH AND WELLNESS in 

today’s edition on Pages A7 and A8.
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By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

A local woman died in a crash 
on a state highway Wednesday 
morning in a collision with a semi, 
along with her unborn child.

”We received the sad and trag-
ic news that Hannah was killed 
in a traffic accident (on Wednes-
day),” reads a statement on behalf 
of Hannah Lager, 24, of Atchison, 

posted to social media by Benedic-
tine College. 

Lager graduated from BC in 
2017 along with her husband, Aus-
tin Lager, who works for the col-
lege. She studied education, the-
ology and Spanish, and had been 
working for Valley Falls USD 338 
as a Spanish teacher for grades 
6 through 12. Volora Hanzlicek, 
superintendent for USD 338, told 
WIBW-TV Channel 13 of Topeka 

that Lager was a “great teacher 
and will be greatly missed.” 

According to an online report 
published by the Kansas High-
way Patrol, Lager, while at the 
wheel of a 2008 Chevrolet Impala, 
attempted to pass a 2004 Western 
Star semi-trailer truck on Kansas 
Highway 4, about 2 miles north of 
Valley Falls. 

Teacher, Benedictine 
alumna dies in crash

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

While officials have been con-
sumed with studies of how and 
why last month’s flooding oc-
curred, the Kansas Water Office 
is preparing for what comes next.

Speaking on Thursday morn-
ing in Atchison, representatives 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) sought to empha-
size the point that members of the 
community can expect the levees 
in their area to be eventually re-

paired to the status they were at, 
prior to the flooding they experi-
enced this spring.

Consequently, any future 
events on the scale the area has 
experienced could lead to fu-
ture levee problems. Like the 
Corps, the Kansas Water Office 
is focused on f looding at the mo-
ment.

“The Corps is covering the 
entire country, so they’re faced 
with tremendous problems ev-
erywhere as a result of the water-
ways getting flooded,” said John 

Bishop, a member of the Missouri 
Regional Advisory Committee for 
the Kansas Water Office.

Jud Kneuvean, chief of the 
Readiness and Contingency Op-
erations Office for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Kansas City 
District, outlined the timeline on 
coming levee repairs. At present, 
the Corps expects survey work on 
dozens of miles of damaged levees 
to take until July, though some re-
pair work can begin now.

Corps looks to river basin’s future
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Darcy Nightingale, a member of the Missouri Regional Advisory Committee to the Kansas Water Office, speaks Thursday in Atchison.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The 2019 Atchison Coun-
ty Tax Sale is done and it 
might be one of the most 
successful to date.

Atchison County Sheriff 
Jack Laurie auctioned off 
29 of the 43 listed tracts 
printed on the list present-
ed to bidders Wednesday, 
April 24. The parcels sold 
fetched a collective total in 
excess of $103,000. A doz-
en delinquent parcels had 
been redeemed the day pri-
or to the sale.

County Clerk Michelle 
Phillips said there were 38 
registered bidders.

County Treasurer Con-
nie Ellerman’s unofficial 
tabulations show there 
were nine properties that 
only mustered $38, the re-
quired minimum bid. Less 
than five parcels failed to 
garner a bid from potential 
bidders.

Although the best deal 
of the day might remain to 

be seen at this time, the top 
seller was the lean-to ware-
house structure attached 
to Kautz Electric, a down-
town row store located at 
922 Commercial Street. 
The building extends from 
the original store building 
21 feet to the western edge 
of the lot, and is a mini-
mum of 100 feet long.

The parcel that sold was 
actually one of two headed 
for the auction block; the 
brick Kautz building on the 
adjoining parcel addressed 
as 920 Commercial Street 
was redeemed the previous 
day and removed from the 
list, said County Counselor 
Patrick Henderson.

The sale this week 
marked the inaugural 
year some new home rules 
concerning tax sales were 
implement. Henderson 
crafted the resolution pur-
suant to Kansas statute 
that Atchison County com-
missioners adopted.

Sheriff books 2019 
tax sale to history
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Stanton Shepard, left, signs off on his deal to abide with the tax sales 
rules Wednesday after the county’s delinquent tax sale.

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

The Atchison Area United Way 
almost didn’t make goal this year, 
before the breakfast club came 
through.

The local leaders and constitu-
ents who attended the 2019 Com-
munity Leadership Breakfast on 
Friday morning, that is. Terry 
Knopke, executive director of the 
local United Way, said that had 
contributors who attended the 
breakfast at the Atchison Event 
Center not stepped up at the last 
minute, the $205,000 goal for the 
previous year wouldn’t have been 
realized.

“We will profit around $12,000 

from this day, and that’s how me 
made our goal this year,” said 
Knopke, the only paid local United 
Way contributor. “Keep in mind, 
there’s no extra money. From ev-

erything we bring in, we pay our 
rent, we cover my payroll and ev-
erything else is distributed out.”

Knopke said a failure to meet 
the goal would’ve meant that the 
20 local agencies that depend on 
United Way distributions would 
have had to cut costs at the ex-
pense of their charitable causes. 
All in all, the United Way will 
close the chapter of 2018 with 
$210,000 taken in.

For this year’s breakfast, 
the United Way invited Phil 
Baniewicz, who is in his ninth 
year as president, headmaster and 
head baseball coach of Maur Hill-
Mount Academy, who also works 

Helping hands, scrambled eggs
Local United Way clears goal at breakfast
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Phil Baniewicz, president, headmaster and head baseball coach for Maur Hill-
Mount Academy, speaks Friday during the Community Leadership Breakfast.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Terry Knopke thanks the donors at the Com-
munity Leadership Breakfast for helping 
carry the United Way past its $205,000 
goal at the last minute.

Please  see United/Page 5

Please  see Tax sale/Page 5Please  see Corps/Page 5

Please  see Crash/Page 5

http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=3c58dfea-51e2-5680-8b7c-c439ae6e6359
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=3c58dfea-51e2-5680-8b7c-c439ae6e6359
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=3c58dfea-51e2-5680-8b7c-c439ae6e6359

