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Benedictine women’s basketball 
earned a hard fought victory over 
University of Science & Arts of Okla-
homa 69-65 on the first night of the 
Holiday Inn Express Basketball 
Classic at Ralph Nolan Gymnasium.

The win was senior guard LaRan-
da Thomas’ first game of the season 
after missing the first three with in-
jury and she delivered with a team-
high 20 points, which included six 
three pointers.

“Having her back was huge,” 
Coach Chad Folsom said. “She’s got 
the ability to hit shots when she’s 
open.”

Thomas banked in the three point-
er that actually put the Ravens up 
66-65 in the final minute of play.

“I think God was on my side with 
that last one,” Thomas said with a 
smile. “We’ll take it and it was for 
sure fun to be back.”

Folsom said getting a win over a 
USAO that is one of the few teams 
who will have a height advantage 
over the Ravens (4-0) was huge.

“They’re a big athletic team,” Fol-
som said. “It was an opportunity to 
win on our home court and we did.”

Benedictine enters this season 
with just as much depth as the previ-
ous season but with sharpened expe-
rience with a total of ten players who 
had valuable minutes throughout 
the season.

“I feel like we’re already much 
more seasoned at this point in the 
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It certainly wasn’t the regular sea-
son home opener No. 9 Benedictine was 
hoping for coming off one of the most 
successful seasons in program history.

The Ravens took one on the chin in 
their 93-63 loss to Morningside Friday 
in the Holiday Inn Basketball Classic.

The Mustangs dominated the first 
half and only allowed Benedictine to 
shoot 17 percent from the field.

The game was essentially over at 
halftime with Ravens facing a stagger-
ing 40-12 deficit

Coach Ryan Moody said his team 
didn’t have an answer for the smoth-
ering defense No. 4 Morningside came 
out with.

“I think they came out and blitzed 
us,” Moody said. “They put tons of 
pressure on us, denied passing lanes 
and made everything hard on offense.”

Moody said the defense of the Ravens 
hung tough early on but just couldn’t 
overcome the misfires of the offense.

“We weren’t really even getting clean 
looks and you put pressure on your 
defense when you just keep missing,” 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Patrick Ma-
homes will start for the Kansas City 
Chiefs against the Tennessee Titans on 
Sunday, just over two weeks after the 
quarterback’s season was jeopardized 
by a dislocated kneecap.

Mahomes never missed a practice 
after hurting his knee on a Thursday 
night against Denver, even though 
some thought the seriousness of the 
injury could sideline the league MVP 
for months.

But it turned out there was no struc-
tural damage, and it became a waiting 
game to see when Mahomes would re-
turn. He practiced on a limited basis 
the first week before being ruled out 
against Green Bay, then was limited 
again last week before being inactive 
against Minnesota.

“We knew how we’ve been doing the 
whole process of the injury,” Mahomes 
said after Friday’s practice. “I knew I 
had a chance once I talked to all those 
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AUSTIN, Texas — Kan-
sas State is on a roll and 
making noise in the chase 
for the Big 12 champion-
ship. Texas is reeling and 
just trying to hang on to 
its title hopes.

That’s quite the role re-
versal from the expecta-
tions for both teams when 
the season began.

Texas ended 2018’s 10-
win season with a “We’re 
back” declaration from 
quarterback Sam Eh-
linger. Two losses in the 
last three games have Tex-
as (5-3, 3-2) now needing to 
beat the No. 20 Wildcats 
(6-2, 3-2) on Sunday just to 
have a chance to get back 
to the Big 12 title game.

“We’ve left the margin 
of error very slim, and 
that’s okay,” Longhorns 
coach Tom Herman said. 
“We’re on the ropes. You 
can do one of two things. 
You can fight your way off 
the ropes or you can tell 
your trainer to throw in 

the towel. And from all ac-
counts, everybody is push-
ing in the same direction 
saying, we want to fight 
our way off the ropes.”

Texas had a week off 
to regroup after a loss at 
TCU. Kansas State, mean-
while, has been on a tear 
of three straight wins un-
der first-year coach Chris 
Klieman. None was bigger 

than a 48-41 stunner over 
conference favorite No. 9 
Oklahoma two weeks ago. 
The Wildcats followed that 
by crushing rival Kansas, 
the team that took Tex-
as to the final play in a 
shootout.

The Wildcats haven’t 
been bowl-eligible this 
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Fireball 10U had a good Fall Season going 6-3. Not many of these girls had played together, but they min-
gled together and built a solid team.

Coached by Mike Williams, Beau Burkitt and Sherri Nelson.

Back Row: Alex Burkitt, Brynlee Wolfe, Mykal Novotny, Emma Vice, Mya Mendez-Hollamon, Maria Mendez, 
and Reagan Priebe.

Front Row: Ella Barber, Kinley Nelson, Michaela Williams, Kylie Nelson and Saige Stover.

FIREBALL SOFTBALL

Chiefs’ Mahomes to start 
against Titans, barring setbacks

File photo | Associated Press

In this Oct. 27 photo, Kansas City Chiefs quarter-
back Patrick Mahomes follows the first half of an 
NFL football game against the Green Bay Pack-
ers from the sidelines, in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Starting with Andrew Luck, who retired at age 29 
after dealing with a series of injuries, so many star 
quarterbcks have been hurt that it’s hard to keep 
track of who’s confined to the sidelines.

No. 20 Kansas State rolling into 
matchup with reeling Texas

Associated Press

Kansas State quarterback Skylar Thompson stares down Kansas line-
backer Najee Stevens-McKenzie before pitching the ball during the first 
half of an NCAA college football game in Lawrence, Kansas, on Nov. 2.

Mustangs run over Ravens 

Benedic-
tine senior 
guard Col-
by Nickels 
goes up 
for a shot 
against 
Morn-
ingside 
Friday 
at Ralph 
Nolan 
Gymnasi-
um. 
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Ravens edge out Drovers in home opener 
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Benedictine forward Rachel Baumgartner goes up for a basket against a University of Science & Arts of Oklahoma Friday at Ralph Nolan Gymnasium.
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