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By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Despite dying three times on 
July 16, 2014, in Steel City, Nebras-
ka, Mandy Horvath has gone on to 
live a life that dwarfs many and is 
nothing short of inspirational.

Horvath brought her unbri-
dled courage and determination 
this past weekend to accept the 
2022 Amelia Earhart Pioneering 
Achievement Award.

“This woman is courage,” Ame-
lia Earhart Festival Coordinator 
Jacque Pregont said. “She has be-
come an inspiration to me, and I 
know she will be you too.”

Pregont also read a quote from 
Horvath while introducing her Pi-
oneering Award Luncheon

“Let’s redefine what disability is 
because it isn’t a disability,” Pre-
gont read “I’m perfectly capable of 
and able to do anything, and so is 
anybody else.”

The Smithville native opened 
her speech talking about how 
much comfort she has gotten from 
being around nature in places like 
Atchison, Topeka, and Pratt.

“The banks of these rivers, the 
woods, the wildlife, the mush-

rooms, the turkey, the deer that’s 
what I love,” Horvath said. “The 
outdoors brought me solace.”

Horvath also talked about how in 
2015 Atchison Valley Hope helped 
her overcome her addiction to pain 
medications after being on 22 med-
ications a day.

She said the words of at-the-time-
valley hope director Jack Selberg 
helped save her life from a toxified 
liver and kidney that could have 
killed her in about six months.

“He shared a story about a man 
named Boular who was a bilateral 
above knee amputee who laid most 
of the bricks in Atchison streets to-
day,” Horvath said. “He told me one 
day you are going to lay a founda-
tion of bricks of your own so people 
can follow you as well.

Horvath went into her history 
of being a victim of domestic vio-
lence, PTSD, and alcoholism.

In 2018, while living in Colorado 

Horvath brings story 
of valor to Atchison
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Jacque Pregont and Mandy Horvath embrace 
each other at the Pioneering Achievement 
Award Luncheon Saturday at Benedictine 
College.

By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

When asked by an au-
dience member in atten-
dance Saturday morning 
what headline in a news-
paper would be befitting 
of her, the six-time world 
record holder Mandy 
Horvath responded with, 
“Tell her that she can’t, 
and she will show you that 
she can.”

Both Horvath and LaTi-
sha Downing gave in-
sight into how that head-
line could apply to either 
woman and their many 
achievements in life at 
the Women Overcoming 
Adversity Symposium at 
Benedictine College.

Horvath lost her legs in 
2014 after an accident in-
volving a train and even-
tually was able to pick her 
spirits up to go on and be-
come a pioneer in moun-
tain climbing. She has 
since become the first bi-
lateral amputee to ascend 
Mt. Kilimanjaro.

“For a long time I also 

lost myself after losing my 
limbs, and I’ve overcome 
that,” Horvath said. “I ha-
ven’t stopped or nor do I 
plan to.”

Many in Atchison are 
familiar with Down-
ing and the impact she’s 
had on the area. She is 
the principal of Central 
School, a K-12 Alternative 
School for Atchison Public 
Schools.

She was also raised in a 
single-parent home by her 
mother but never felt like 
she was at a disadvantage 
because of her situation.

“Some would say I was 
at risk, but I never felt 
like I was at risk,” Down-
ing said. “I came from ex-
tremely powerful women, 
and so overcoming adver-
sity was instilled in me, 
and to work as hard as you 
can to be where you are.”

Downing said being too 
consumed by what obsta-
cles you will face in your 
life can become more of a 
hindrance than a help.

Horvath and 
Downing shine 
at symposium
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Amelia Earhart Pioneering Achievement Award Recipient Mandy 
Horvath, moderator Cathy Scroggs and Symposium Panelist LaTisha 
Downing having a discussion during the Women Overcoming Adversity 
symposium Saturday at Benedictine College.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Early Voting started 
at 8:30 a.m. Monday, July 
18 and will continue ev-
ery day throughout the 
work week until 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, through 
Friday, July 29 in the 
County Clerk’s Office 
at the Atchison County 
Courthouse, 423 North 
Fifth Street in Atchison. 
Early Voting shuts down 
at noon Monday, Aug. 1 at 
the clerk’s office.

Potential voters must 
bring a photo ID to cast 
their ballot.

Atchison County Clerk 
Michelle Phillips, the 
county’s chief election offi-
cer, said applications for an 
advance ballot by mail are 
due prior to Tuesday, July 
26. Advance ballots can be 
returned to her office in 

four different ways:
 ❯ By U.S. Mail. The enve-
lope must be postmarked 
(hand can celled) on or 
before Tuesday, Aug. 2.

 ❯ Hand-deliver ballot before 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2 to 
the County Clerk’s Office, 
or to the Dropbox located 
along the north side at the 
Atchison County Court-
house, 423 North Fifth St. 
in Atchison.

 ❯ Deliver between the hours 
of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to any 
polling location in the coun-
ty on Aug. 2, Election Day.
The primary ballots 

consist of township clerk 
positions for rural voters; 
and the First Commission 
District position represent-
ing a portion of Atchison 
city limits; and Republican 
and Democrat Precinct 
Committee positions, and 

the Kansas constitutional 
amendment question re-
garding the Value Them 
Both Amendment.

Phillips explained the 
constitutional question 
appears differently on the 
party ballots due to the 
number of candidates.

“It (the question) does 
not appear on the front of 
the Republican Ballot, “ 
Phillips said. Republican 
voters will need to turn 
their ballots over where 
they will find the amend-
ment question intact.”

The amendment and 
Democrat hopefuls are 
all printed on one side of 
the Democratic Ballot.

Potential voters who 
have questions are en-
couraged to contact the 
County Clerk’s Office at 
913-804-6030.

Early Voting ongoing this 
week at the courthouse

Mandy Horvath speaking in front of 
those in attendance at the Pioneer-
ing Achievement Award Luncheon 
Saturday at Benedictine College.
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By BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

Vice Mayor Lisa Moody 
called the Atchison city 
commission to order on 
Monday. Mayor Abby 
Bartlett was present via 
telephone.  

First on the agenda 
Amy Finch, city manager, 
asked that minutes from 
the past city commission 
meeting be approved, 
special meeting minutes 
approved, to reinstate the 
Community Development 
Office Manager position 
(not a new but vacant po-
sition), Civil Rights Fair 
Housing Policy approved.  

Also on the agenda was 
the demolition public 
hearing for the demoli-
tion of 936 S. 7th Street. 
Curtis Wheeler presented 
the case and then talk-
ed about the son of Ricky 
Stillman wanting to save 
the structure. The com-
mission gave him until 

November 1 to bring the 
building into compliance 
or the demolition order 
will be carried out. It 
was also ordered that the 
building be secured. 

Justin Pregont, Pome-
roy Development, gave a 
report on the American 
Rescue Plan Act Funds 
(Economic Development 
Program Appropriation 
Request). Pregont gave a 
background concerning 
the fund which became 
law in March of 2021 and 

Atchison received $1.6 
million in funds. In Sep-
tember of 2021 an ad-hoc 
ARPA Funds Commit-
tee was convened with 
the strategy that the city 
would engage the public 
on how to use the funds. 
A final rule from the U.S. 
Department of Treasury 
allows the city to utilize 
its entire allotment of 
funds for general govern-
ment services. However, 
the city cannot use the 

Atchison Commissioners hear reports for 
dispensing American Rescue Plan Act Funds
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Atchison city commission met Monday.
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