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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

EFFINGHAM — Thirty-three 

teenagers bid farewell Saturday, 

May 11, to their school years in 

Effingham and crossed the thresh-

old to chart their respective cours-

es future endeavors.

Principal Deanna Scherer of 

Atchison County Community Ju-

nior-Senior High School urged the 

class of 2019 to become more than 

something they just tell about, but 

to be ones that all can say you have 

made it.

Scherer’s remarks seemingly 

set an inspirational tone spoken 

throughout the commencement 

from class leaders to classmates.

Class valedictorians Jaycee 

Ernzen and Lane Scoggins were 

recognized for their consistent cu-

mulative 4.0 grade point averages 

and other achievements.

Jonna McDermed and Sara 

Johnson earned the distinction 

of salutatorians for their second 

highest academic ranks. They too 

addressed their classmates.

Johnson encouraged her peers 

to maintain a faith-centered life as 

they follow their dreams.

“Never doubt yourself,” Mc-

Dermed urged. “You are the only 

one in control of your life.”

Ernzen, Scoggins and Mc-

Dermed are members of the Mu 

Alpha Theta, a mathematics hon-

or society.

A Kansas Governors Scholar, 

Ernzen, Scoggins and McDermed 

are also members of the National 

Honor Society.

Ernzen encouraged her graduat-

ing class members not to be afraid 

to make mistakes as they find 

their way in life. She spoke of the 

famed inventor Thomas Edison 

whose belief was that mistakes of-

fered him more life experiences to 

learn from.

Scoggins also referred to his 
ancestral ties traced back to 123 
years of service to USD 377 schools. 
The class of 2019 and many of the 
guests present are a part of legacy 
as a result of all of the school dis-
trict they served throughout the 
generations.

Ernzen plans to pursue kinesi-
ology studies at Washburn Uni-
versity; Scoggins plan is to pursue 
accounting at Kansas State Uni-
versity; Johnson expects to pursue 
actuarial science at Washburn; 
and McDermed plans to follow 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

A local man allegedly 

ambushed his ex-girl-

friend inside her own 

home cloaked in 

early morning 

darkness on Sat-

urday and raped 

her at knifepoint, 

authorities said on 

Monday.

Atchison Police 

Chief Mike Wil-

son said Richard 

C. Butler, 43, of Atchi-

son, committed the crime 

against a 53-year-old 

woman. The attack hap-

pened after a dispute the 

two had on Friday night 

at a location away from 

the victim’s home, Wilson 

said.

Following the dispute, 

Wilson said, the woman 

spent several hours at an-

other location. She then 

returned to her home in 

the early morning hours 

of Saturday, where she 

believed Butler didn’t 

have access, Wilson said. 

Despite her precautions, 

Wilson said, Butler broke 

into the residence before 

she arrived and appeared 

with a knife in his hand as 

she entered.

“He grabbed her, held 

a knife against her, made 

threats against her, 

threatened great bodily 

harm to her, then raped 

her,” Wilson said. “This 

continued over a period of 

several hours.”

Eventually, Wilson said, 

at about 8:30 a.m. Satur-

day, the woman managed 

to escape from her res-

idence and sought help 

from neighbors. 

Police responded 

in force to the vic-

tim’s residence. 

The man inside, 

who Wilson said 

officers identified 

as Butler, appeared 

to have been on the 

verge of fleeing the 

scene.

Following his initial ap-

pearance in the District 

Court of Atchison Coun-

ty on Monday afternoon, 

Judge Robert Bednar read 

formal charges against 

Butler, including aggra-

vated kidnapping; rape 

by threat of force or fear; 

aggravated criminal sod-

omy; aggravated assault; 

aggravated domestic bat-

tery; two counts of crimi-

nal threat; harassment by 

telephone; criminal dam-

age to property; and crim-

inal restraint, all felonies. 

Butler stated he intends 

to hire his own defense 

counsel.

Bednar ordered But-

ler to remain confined 

in the Atchison County 

Jail pending fulfillment 

of a $100,000 surety bond 

agreement. Bednar fur-

ther ordered that Butler 

is to have no contact with 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

More than a dozen claims 

of unpaid work by Riverbend 

International School teach-

ers and staff remain open as 

of Tuesday afternoon.

One of the unpaid teachers 

believes she is owed more 

than $17,000 plus interest, 

tacked on under state labor 

law. Laura Walters, who 

taught music at Riverbend 

in the 2016, 2017 and 2018 

academic years, said she 

and her husband, Kyle, felt 

distrustful of assurances in 

March 2018 by Carol Kwan, 

president of the board of di-

rectors for Riverbend owner 

Kansas Education Holdings, 

LLC, that the staff would 

eventually be paid.

“Had I known they were 

going to be having financial 

problems, maybe I wouldn’t 

have taken the job in 2016,” 

Walters said. “She gave us 

assurances that they were 

going to find more investors, 

find more students, find a 

way to pay the bills. But it 

just, I guess it didn’t work 

out.”

Now, with Atchison attorney 

John Fresh Jr. retained to 

press the case by the remain-

ing unpaid staff, it’s a matter 

of continuing to wait and see 

what might come of the process 

via the Kansas Department of 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Job losses are accelerating at the 

Fargo factory following news earli-

er this month that it will shut down 

by no later than the end of June.

A new document shown to 

Atchison Globe, signed by Fargo 

Assembly of PA company pres-

ident Patrick Pendergast states 

that “circumstances require” an 

accelerated termination date set 

for mid-May with regard to one or 

more employees in the overnight 

shift at the factory.

ACCHS sends off seniors

Graduating class celebrates next stage in Effingham

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Confetti showers Gracie Ann Goodman in celebration Saturday, May 11, to send off the 2019 

graduates.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Jacob Hamilton and Sara Johnson turn their tassels to signify they are officially members of the graduated Class of 2019 of ACCHS on 

Saturday, May 11, in Effingham.

Weekend 
ambush jails 
local man

Police say man broke into ex’s 
house, raped her at knifepoint

Richard C. Butler

Riverbend staff still without pay
Teacher says she’s owed $17K from working through spring ’18

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Riverbend International School’s campus seems overgrown with weeds after 

a year of abandonment following the school’s closure in spring 2018. At least 

14 staffers have outstanding unpaid wage claims.

Layoffs speed up at Fargo factory

File photo | Atchison Globe

Though the company still has made no statement on the future of the Fargo factory along 

U.S. Highway 59, one of its employees learned via a signed letter from the company presi-

dent that they will lose their job sooner than planned.
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