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Community members 
are invited to gather and 
take part in the George 
Johnson Memorial Walk 
and Community Soil Col-
lection event as part of the 
Atchison Juneteenth Cel-
ebration weekend spon-
sored by Atchison United 
on Friday, June 11. A me-
morial dedication is set to 
follow Saturday, June 19.

George Johnson is 
the black man who was 
lynched by a mob of about 
50 white men Jan. 4, 1870, 
after he had turned him-
self into authorities for 
injuring Patrick Cox, a 
white man, as the result of 
a hunting accident accord-
ing to newspaper accounts 
as researched by Dr. Josh-
ua Wolf, Benedictine Col-
lege history professor. 
Cox subsequently made 
a full recovery. However, 
within the five days pre-
ceding the lynching ru-
mors had spread that Cox 
was murdered. Vigilante 
aggressors proceeded to 
overtake a jailer in the 
former jailhouse that was 
located at Sixth and Santa 
Fe streets in Atchison and 
carried Johnson from the 
jail with the intent to hang 
him. Johnson was beaten 

and shot multiple times 
by the mob he was taken 
to a viaduct in the vicini-
ty of Fifth and Commer-
cial streets where he was 
hanged.

United Atchison Pres-
ident Sean Crittendon 
explained the Memori-
al Walk will re-trace the 
George Johnson’s final 
steps. The walk will start 
at 7 p.m. at Sixth and San-
ta Fe streets. Walkers will 
proceed to the Fifth Street 
Viaduct. Along the way 
soil samples will be col-
lected from various areas 
along the route. Starting at 
Sixth and Santa Fe streets; 
Fourth and Commercial 
streets; at the Fifth Street 
viaduct entrance where 
walkers will observe a mo-
ment of silence; and a soil 
collection will take place 
beneath the viaduct. The 
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City Commissioners unan-
imously approved the 2020 
Comprehensive Annual Fi-
nancial Report and audit 
during Monday’s regular 
meeting.

The Topeka firm of Ber-
berich, Trahan & Co. con-
ducted the audit, and their 
findings were presented to the 
commissioners Monday. The 
firm gave the city financial 
policies and procedures an 
unmodified opinion, which is 
the best report a city can earn 
and reflects a financial clean 
bill of health.

The City of Atchison has 
received the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association for the past 24 
consecutive years and there 
is nothing to suggest that the 

City will not win it again for 
the 2020 Annual Report.

In other action 
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City Manager Becky Berger an-
nounced Wednesday that Pat Weishaar 
has been named permanent chief of the 
Atchison Fire Department.

Weishaar was named Deputy Fire 
Chief in January of 2020 and has served 
as the interim chief since Ted Graf 
stepped down in January of this year. 
Weishaar is a native of nearby Norton-
ville and joined the department in 1999. 
After 13 years as a firefighter, he was 
promoted to lieutenant in 2012 and to 
captain in 2017.

Berger said Weishaar has earned and 
worked his way to this position since 
taking over.

“Since taking the role as interim 
chief, Pat has been innovative and 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The Congressional Med-
al of Honor came full circle 
for U.S. Army SGT Robert 
McPhelan about 140 years 
after he was recognized 
for his gallantry in action 
at Battle of Cedar Creek in 
Montana.

McPhelan wounded in 
action while in service 
during the Indian Con-
flicts through October of 
1876 to January 1877. Af-

ter his military service 
McPhelan was employed at 
Fort Leavenworth and in 
his late 40ies succumbed 
to his battle wounds Feb. 
1, 1884, and was laid to rest 
in the Potter’s Field Sec-
tion C near Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery in Lansing.

On June 4, McPhelan 
was posthumously hon-
ored and his gallant-
ry honored for eternity 
when his remains were 
re-interred at the Leaven-
worth National Cemetery 

at Wadsworth, in Leaven-
worth.

Chaplain Floyd Sulivan, 
of the Wadsworth VA, de-
livered the message at the 
service. The recognition is 
now due for the military 
McPhelan’s service and 
sacrifice he gave.

“From Potter’s Field he 
is on Paradise Hill” Sulli-
van said adding McPhelan 
will now rest among he-
roes with the full military 

Memorial Walk 
and dedication 
open to public

Weishaar named Fire Chief

Submit ted photo

Pat Weishaar was named permanent chief of the Atchison Fire Department Wednesday 
after severing as interim chief since January of 2020.

File photo

Pat Weishaar was named permanent chief of the Atchison Fire Department Wednesday after severing as interim chief since January of 2020. 

Reinterment raises decorated serviceman’s rites with honors
The U.S. Flag 
presentation 
during the 
re-interment 
of the re-
mains service 
June 4 for 
Medal of Hon-
or recipient 
Sgt. Robert 
McPhelan at 
Leavenworth 
National 
Cemetery.

Mary Meyers 
Atchison Globe

Mary Meyers |Atchison Globe

Medal of Honor Recipient SGT 
Robert McPhelan procession from 
Leintz Funeral home to his reinter-
ment at the Leavenworth National 
Cemetery at Wadsworth.

City approves audit and park addition

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Atchison City commissioners approved construction of a wounded veteran’s 
monument at Veterans Memorial Park on the Riverfront.

Atchison Police

Police responded to an injury accident Tuesday afternoon at 6th and U.S. 59, where a male 
teen and a vehicle were involved in a collision. The biyclist was treated at the scene for 
minor injuries. For complete report, see today’s Atchison Police reports.

TEEN RECEIVES MINOR INJURIES  
IN BICYCLE-CAR ACCIDENT
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