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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Atchison County Sheriff’s 
Office confirmed early Sat-
urday morning, April 24, 
that Taggart Darnell Lee 
had been apprehended about 
2 a.m., with assistance from 
the Kansas Highway Patrol 
and Atchison Police Department.

Lee, 20, was taken into custody 
for an outstanding Atchison County 
warrant for aggravated escape from 
custody and aggravated assault that 
arose from his escape from custo-
dy about 1:20 a.m. Thursday from 
the Atchison County Jail — where 
he had been held since Jan. 8 on 

charges of aggravated rob-
bery in connection with a 
Dec. 31 incident.

Lee heard the formal 
charges announced Monday 
from Atchison County Dis-
trict Court via Zoom plat-
form. Bond is set at $100,000 
There crime of aggravat-
ed escape from custody is 

punishable up to a maximum of 46 
months in prison. The aggravated 
assault charges carries a maximum 
penalty of 34 months.

Clinton Lee, a Lansing-based at-
torney, was appointed to serve as 
defense counsel of Lee. Evidentiary 
hearings for both matters are on the 
calendar for 1 p.m. Tuesday, May 4 

in district court.
Atchison County Sheriff Jack 

Laurie said in a press release Sun-
day that it was Friday evening 
when Sheriff’s Office detectives de-
termined Lee was in the Atchison 
Area along with a description of the 
vehicle, a red, Chevrolet 2500 pick-
up truck he was seen driving based 
on information obtained from a citi-
zen’s alert. The description was sent 
out to area law enforcement.

Atchison Police Department au-
thorities located the vehicle within 
Atchison City limits, Laurie said. 
A pursuit ensued about 9:36 p.m. on 
Friday. Sheriff’s Office authorities 

Submitted by Atchison  
County Sheriff Jack Laurie

(Editor’s note: On 
Dec. 19, 2020, City At-
torney Robert Camp-
bell filed a writ of 
mandamus in Atchi-
son County District 
Court compelling 
Sheriff Jack Laurie to 
accept all inmates committed 
to him by police to the Atchi-
son County Jail in support of 
Kansas Statute 60-801. The 
civil action relates to an in-
mate police arrested Dec. 18, 
2020 while in a naked and in-
toxicated condition. The man-
damus alleges the jail captain 
refused to accept the subject 
in custody as an inmate in the 
facility. Police transported the 

subject to the Doniphan 
County Jail. The city is 
seeking judgment for 
damages that include 
court costs, attorney 
fees related to the sub-
ject’s incarceration at 
a jail facility outside 
of Atchison County. 
It was on Dec. Dec. 21, 

2020 that District Court Judge 
Martin Asher signed a court 
order for Laurie to accept the 
inmate initially refused into 
custody at Atchison County 
Jail. The matter is scheduled 
for a pre-trial conference Mon-
day, Oct. 18 in district court. 
Sheriff Laurie has since filed a 
counterclaim against the city. 
The following is Sheriff Jack 
Laurie’s response to Atchison 
City Manager Becky Berger’s 

press release pertaining to the 
counterclaim.)

“Atchison City Manager 
Becky Berger has admitted 
that she never directed that an 
investigation occur before or-
dering what she now describes 
as a relatively simple lawsuit 
be filed against me (Jack Lau-
rie), using YOUR tax dollars to 
do so.

When asked in her sworn 
deposition why she did not 
communicate with me prior to 
suing me Berger said, ‘is there 
a requirement to do that?’ If 
her lawsuit was truly a rela-
tively simple lawsuit, maybe 
the professional courtesy of 
a phone call or a simple letter 
laying out her claims might 
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WINTHROP, Mo. – A 
49-year-old Atchison man 
suffered fatal injuries as the 
result of a single vehicle roll-
over accident Monday night 
about a mile east of Atchison 
along U.S. Highway 59 in Bu-
chanan County, Missouri.

Christopher E. Harvey was 
pronounced dead at the acci-
dent scene, the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol reports.

The crash occurred about 
8:40 p.m. as Harvey drove a 
1989 GMC Sierra pickup truck 
northbound along U.S. High-
way 59 in easterly direction. 
The vehicle traveled off along 
the south side of the roadway, 
then vaulted from a field en-
trance and became airborne. 
The truck struck the ground 
and overturned. Harvey was 
ejected through the rear win-
dow. The truck overturned 
again, an unknown number 
of times and came to rest 
atop the ground facing west, 
MSHP reported. Harvey was 
not wearing a seat belt.

Buchanan County Sher-
iff’s Office and Rushville 
Fire Department assisted at 
the scene.

Submitted by Atchison City  
Manager Becky Berger

(Editor’s note: On Dec. 
19, 2020, City Attorney 
Robert Campbell filed 
a writ of mandamus in 
Atchison County District 
Court compelling Sheriff 
Jack Laurie to accept all 
inmates committed to him 
by police to the Atchison County 
Jail in support of Kansas Statute 
60-801. The civil action relates to 
an inmate police arrested Dec. 18, 
2020 while in a naked and intox-
icated condition. The mandamus 
alleges the jail captain refused to 
accept the subject in custody as 
an inmate in the facility. Police 

transported the subject to 
the Doniphan County Jail. 
The city is seeking judg-
ment for damages that in-
clude court costs, attorney 
fees related to the subject’s 
incarceration at a jail fa-
cility outside of Atchison 
County. It was on Dec. 
Dec. 21, 2020 that District 
Court Judge Martin Ash-

er signed a court order for Lau-
rie to accept the inmate initially 
refused into custody at Atchison 
County Jail. The matter is sched-
uled for a pre-trial conference 
Monday, Oct. 18 in district court. 
Sheriff Laurie has since filed a 

ESCAPEE APPREHENDED EARLY APRIL 24

Atchison County Sher i f f ’s Of f ice

Taggart Darnell Lee was apprehended about 2 a.m. Saturday by the 
Atchison County Sheriff’s Office, with Atchison County Police Depart-
ment and the Kansas Highway Patrol.
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Rollover 
claims 
life of 

local man

Sheriff’s response to ongoing litigation City manager Becky Berger 
responds to ongoing litigation

SHErIFF aNd CIty ISSuE NEWS rELEaSES CONCErNING ONGOING LItIGatION
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2021 REGIONAL DRIVING COMPETITION STARTS TODAY

BUS RODEO READY TO ROLLBUS RODEO READY TO ROLL
Atchison Globe

EFFINGHAM — The public is in-
vited to come and watch a school bus 
driving competitive showdown this 
week in Effingham.

The 2021 Regional Driving Compe-
tition event is scheduled to begin with 
registration at 8:30 a.m. The competi-
tion starts at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 1 
in the Atchison County Junior-Se-
nior High School parking lot, located 
at 908 Tiger Road in Effingham. The 
upcoming event is a Kansas State Pu-
pil Transportation Association Re-
gional Safe Driver Competition.

The competition will showcase 
drivers from across Kansas as they 

compete for bragging rights and to 
qualify for June 4 State Driving Com-
petition in Salina. Concessions will 
be available on site.

The eligible contestants are cur-
rently employed or have been em-
ployed with the past 12 months as 
a full-time or substitute school bus 
driver in the state of Kansas, and reg-
istered to compete.

Categories are Rookie or Experi-
enced; and bus types include: conven-
tional, transit or mini bus.

For more information about the 
event or registration contact USD 
377 Transportation Director Dwight 
Myer via email at myer.dwight@usd377. 
org.
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A bus driver travels her route on the first day of in-person instruction 
September 17 at Owasso schools.

Please see Berger/Page A4Please see Laurie/Page A4

Please see Escapee/Page A3

http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3
http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=22b42c8f-2e33-51c6-a837-f2ad9eee3ff3

