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The Atchison Chamber of Commerce “Parade of Lights” will start at 5:30pm, December 4th. The parade will be along Commercial Street in the 
downtown area of Atchison. To enter the parade there is no fee. All entries must be submitted by December 3rd.

ATCHISON “PARADE OF LIGHTS” DECEMBER 4TH

By BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

In 1941 Cloud L. Cray 
Sr. purchased a business 
to produce industrial 
alcohol for use during 
WWII. That business was 
based in Atchison, Kan-
sas. Through the years 
the business thrived 
with Cloud Cray Sr. at 
the helm. In 1962 Cray 
Sr. welcomed his 
son Cloud “Bud” 
Cray as his suc-
cessor as presi-
dent of the compa-
ny. Bud had three 
daughters, Susan, 
Cathy, and Kar-
en. Karen would 
take after her fa-
ther with interest 
in the company that was 
called Midwest Grain 
Products, or MGP, as it is 
known today.

Karen Seaberg and 
CEO Gus Griffin had 
been a guiding light 
during past years, but 
CEO Gus Griffin an-
nounced his retirement. 
A search was launched 
within consumer prod-
ucts industries for his 
replacement. Dave Colo 
– who had been on MGP’s 
board since 2015 and had 
experience running con-
sumer product compa-
nies – was named as the 
new President and CEO 
of MGP. Seaberg remains 
chairman of the Board 
for MGP.

Dave Colo grew up on a 
farm in Illinois. He cred-
its his father with his 
sense of entrepreneur-

ship. In addition to run-
ning the family farm, his 
father owned a railroad 
contracting business as 
well as an excavation 
contracting business.

The younger Colo 
learned the business 
quickly. Early in his ca-
reer, he worked for the 
Federal Land Bank, 
Nestle Purina as well as 
Conagra Brands. His in-

troduction to the 
alcohol business 
came with his role 
as an investor and 
board member of 
an ethanol com-
pany.

Under Colo, a 
five-year plan was 
put together to 
lead MGP into its 

next phase of growth.
Even the best plans 

could not account for 
the event of November 
2020. MGP experienced a 
fire at its Atchison facil-
ity which damaged feed 
drying equipment and 
caused a loss of produc-
tion temporarily. The re-
placement dryer system 
has been substantially 
completed and is now un-
dergoing an operational 
start-up phase.

The fire did not slow 
down the company from 
getting back on track to 
following the strategic 
plan Colo has put forth. 
Colo’s plan for MPG was 
to diversify and add to the 
Branded Spirits portfolio. 
The cost of continuing to 
invest in MGP’s spirits 

MGP 
CONTINUES 
TO GROW

Submit ted by MGP

MGP distillery daylight picture.

David Colo

By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Tattoo Artist Holly 
Bottorff along with fami-
ly, friends, and Atchison 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce members, Chamber 
Ambassadors, and City of 
Atchison officials recently 
gathered for a noontime 
ribbon cutting at The Sap-
phire Spider Tattoo Par-
lor.

The ribbon-cutting 
was Friday, Nov. 19 at the 
parlor, 1002 Commercial 
Street, followed by the 
grand opening on Satur-
day, Nov. 20 that included 
a meet and greet with the 
Bottorffs.

The day was a big thrill 
for Bottorff who not only 
opened the first tattoo par-

lor in Atchison but is also 
now the city’s youngest 
business owner.

“This has been a dream 
of mine since I was a kid,” 
Bottorff said. “It’s a real 

honor to open the first tat-
too parlor in Atchison and 
to receive the positive sup-
port I have from the com-
munity.”

Mayor Abby Bartlett 

was in attendance for the 
ribbon cutting and is look-
ing forward to how The 
Sapphire Spider will im-
pact Atchison.

“I love that Holly was 
able to bring her gifts 
right back here to her 
hometown,” Bartlett said. 
“The shop is one of a kind 
and I’m excited about how 
it will impact Atchison.”

Bottorff said she’s proud 
to bring the new shop to 
Atchison after not always 
getting the best support 
from some about the idea.

“I haven’t always got-
ten the best of feedback 
on the idea from some but 
I never gave up pursuing 
my goal,” Bottorff said. 
“Bringing this shop to 
Atchison is a big deal to 
me.”

Sapphire Spider holds 
grand opening

Photo cour tesy Atchison Chamber of Commerce

Chamber members, family and friends of Tattoo Artist Holly Bottorff, 
center, ceremoniously cut the ribbon to open the Sapphire Spider Tat-
too Parlor at 1002 Commercial Street.
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The specifications of the 
properties eligible for re-
vitalization in this Neigh-
borhood Revitalization 
Plan (NRA) include new 
construction, rehabilita-
tion of existing structures, 
and additions to existing 
structures provided the 
improvements meet the 
investment threshold and 
are legally permitted by 
applicable zoning regula-
tions and building codes 
within the NRA.

All residential projects 
involving the construc-
tion or rehabilitation of 
a structure are eligible 
for inclusion in the pro-
gram, provided there is 

an investment of at least 
$5000. Eligible projects in-
clude single-family dwell-
ings, duplex dwellings, or 
multi-family residential 
dwellings. Exclusion from 
that list is swimming 
pools, communication 
towers, residential fenc-
es, used mobile homes, 
commercial wind or solar 
structures, and properties 
classified as Public Utili-
ties.

Within any “Target 
Area,” Commercial, Ag-
ricultural, or Industrial 
improvements are eligible 
for participation in the 
program, provided there 
is an investment of at least 
$5000. This includes all 
agricultural construction, 
commercial construction, 

whether of a new office, 
institutional or industri-
al projects, rehabilitation 
of existing structures, 
and additions to existing 
structures.

In any “Non-Target 
Area,” Commercial, Ag-
ricultural, or Industrial 
improvements are eligible 
for participation in the 
program provided there 
is an investment of at least 
$10,000. This includes all 
agricultural construction, 
commercial construction, 
whether of a new office, 
institutional, or industri-
al projects, rehabilitation 
of existing structures, 
and additions to existing 
structures.

For the purposes of de-
termining program eli-

gibility, the County Ap-
praiser shall consider not 
only the amount of money 
expected to be expended in 
the project but all unpaid 
labor, commonly known 
as “sweat equity,” includ-
ed in the project proposal.

The criteria to be used 
to determine what specific 
real property is eligible for 
Revitalization and Proper-
ty Tax Rebates are as fol-
lows:

Eligibility for Rebates is 
subject to the adoption and 
approval of this Plan by 
each taxing district. The 
County Clerk will provide 
the County Appraiser’s 
office with a list of taxing 
districts that have adopted 
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