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By MARY MEYERS 
Atchison Globe

Principal Deanna Scher-
er is resigning from her po-
sition at Atchison County 
Community Junior/Senior 
High School.

USD 377 Board of Educa-
tion members unanimously 

accepted Scherer’s resig-
nation, effective the end of 
her contract year, as part of 
the personnel action during 
their April, 14 board meeting 
in Effingham.

Scherer told the Globe she 
has no immediate plans at 
this time.

“I am excited for my time 

with my family and to re-
group and seek a new oppor-
tunity,” Scherer said. “I have 
been honored to serve USD 
377 during my tenure here.”

At the February meet-
ing, Scherer was one of four 
school administrators in 
the district whose contracts 
board members approved for 

a 2-year extension through-
out the 2022-2023 schoolyear.

Atchison Globe files indi-
cate Scherer has served as the 
ACCJHS principal for about 
10 years having transitioned 
in 2011 from her role as an at-
risk facilitator to principal 
for the 2011-12 schoolyear. 
Scherer in 2019 completed 

the Kansas Association of 
School Boards Leadership 
Development Course and 
prior to her tenure with USD 
377, Scherer was part of the 
administrative team for the 
Highland school district. 
Scherer taught science-based 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

State Rep. John R. 
Eplee, MD ABFM, 63rd 
District, a Republi-
can, was present this 
past Saturday for the 
Legislative Coffee to 
visit with constituents 
about the updates and issues 
concerning the lawmakers’ 
work in Topeka.

Atchison Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the event 
that took place April 10 in the 
Santa Fe Depot. The occasion 

marked Eplee’s last 
Legislative Coffee of 
the 2021 season and the 
first and first one to be 
attended in-person due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Special guest pre-
senter was Michael 
Austin, of the Kansas 

Policy Institute. Austin also 
serves director of the Sandlian 
Center for Entrepreneurial 
Government.

Eplee informed updated the 
audience about the Kansas De-
partment of Labor status on 

the unemployment tax fraud. 
It has been determined there 
have been about 400, 000 false 
claims filed and lawmakers 
are receiving hundreds of calls 
a week from persons affected 
from the dilemma. KDOL and 
lawmakers are having difficul-
ties to keep up with the volume 
of calls. Many of the unem-
ployed workers are at the point 
of losing their vehicles and 
homes. Work is ongoing to re-
solve the issue and implement 
software that will requiring 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

USD 409 Atchison School 
Board members unanimously 
voted Monday night to change 
the Atchison High and middle 
schools’ mascots.

Board members Sean Critten-
don and Diane Liebsch, Mascot 
Committee members in 2018, 
spoke in support of their continu-
ous stances for change back then.

Board Member John Eplee MD 
said “this is the right move to 
make at this time.” Crittendon 
made the motion and Liebsch sec-
onded it. The motion passed 7-0.

Crittendon initiated the dis-
cussion prior to his motion. From 
his committee work that led to 
the vote on the issue in 2018, Crit-

tendon said he had formed his 
opinion that a change was in or-
der. At that time Crittendon and 
Liebsch were the only two who 
voted in support of the mascot 

change. The 5-2 vote reflected the 
stakeholder consensus. Critten-
don said since that time national 
sports leagues as well as some 
schools have moved forward to-
ward change from Native Ameri-
can mascots and related imagery.

“For me it is a matter of per-
spective,” Crittendon said, “the 
time has come to care and listen 
to others of cultures different 
than our own.”

Liebsch agreed with Critten-
don, and added that a change in 
the mascot will not take away the 
history of the Redmen, Braves 
and community. Liebsch also 
referred to the district’s policies 
centered on diversity and diversi-
ty training.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Atchison Police De-
partment and Doniphan 
County Sheriff’s Office 
authorities have located 
a 79-year-old man report-
ed missing, Chief Mike 
Wilson announced in a press re-
lease Thursday morning.

Garland Blanton was found 
deceased mid-morning Thurs-

day, April 15 in rural 
Doniphan County. Blan-
ton’s death is considered 
to be the result of natu-
ral causes while he was 
mushroom hunting, Wil-
son said.

“The family has been 
notified of his death,” 

Wilson said.
Kansas Highway Patrol 

Authorities locate missing 
man dead in Doniphan Co.

Tiger principal to end school year with resignation

Rep. Eplee winds down Legislative season

Deanna Scherer

Garland Blanton

John R. Eplee, 
MD ABFM

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

USD 409 Board of Educa-
tion members are proceeding 
on to dispose of the Central 
School facility by putting it 
up for sale.

The facility and the affect-
ed real estate will be subject 
to title searches and inspec-
tions.

Board Attorney Larry 
Mears told board members 
on Monday that it is a rath-
er complicated to sell public 
property, but the process en-
tails compiling packets that 
will go out to prospective buy-
ers who would like to make 
offers that will be returned to 
board members for consider-
ation at a later date.

Like always board mem-
bers will have the right to re-
ject any or all bids when the 
time comes, Mears said.

Board members went be-
hind closed doors to discuss 
matters of negotiations and 
non-elected personnel for 
22 minutes in the presence 
of Mears and Scott. After 
the meeting resumed board 
members took the following 
action, all resignations are 

effective at the end of the 
2020-21 school year:

 ❯ Unanimously accepted 
resignations from: Nicholas 
Stillwell – Atchison High School 
business teacher, Distributive 
Education advisor, head track 
and cross country and assistant 
wrestling coach and assis-
tant AMS assistant wrestling 
coach; Jennifer Hayes Atchison 

USD 409 Board member John Eplee MD, right, talks 
about his change of sentiment prior to the vote about 
changing the AHS Redmen and AMS Braves mascots 
as Vice-President Diane Liebsch looks on Monday, 
April 12 during the school board meeting.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

409 leaders start 
steps to sell  

Central School

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Atchison High School Principal Advisory Council members, Martavis Collins, 
far right, and Emily Fuhrman explain the Council’s role and activities as Max-
well Gardner stands in support of his colleagues presentation.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

A view of the Central School facility 
along North Eighth Street showcasing 
the art deco style architectural ele-
ments.
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For me it is 
a matter of 
perspective. 

the time has 
come to care and 
listen to others of 
cultures different 
than our own.

SEAN CRITTENDON
USD 409 Atchison School  

Board member and 2018  
Mascot Committee member
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