
New Year’s Eve Party 
James Bond Style

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021 AT 7 PM - 12:30 AM

Atchison Event Center l Formal Attire
Ticket includes a night of live music, hors d’ oeuvres, 
champagne toast at midnight, gambling tables and 
gaming money. Tickets are $30 till December 27th. 

Co-Sponsors of the event are Atchison Family YMCA 
& Atchison Child Care Association.

For Tickets go to: www.theatreatchison.org
75153796
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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The mask requirement 
will remain in place for the 
Atchison Public Schools 
for a while even into the 
New Year as agreed by a 
consensus of school board 
members during their reg-
ular meeting.

Masks and the recent 
spike in COVID-19 cases 
in the schools buildings 
among students, staff and 
Atchison County were 
among the topics dis-
cussed Monday, Dec. 10 at 
Central School.

Dr. Renee L. Nugent, 
superintendent of 409 
schools, said the district 
held steady throughout 
the semester with no more 
than one or two positive 
COVID cases at one time 
until November when the 
cases climbed to three 
positives. After Thanks-

giving the number dou-
bled from three to six. As 
of Dec. 6 there were 11 pos-
itive cases. Countywide 
the COVID count also re-
flected an upward trend. 
Board members agreed 
they have concerns that 
during Christmas there 
might be greater risks of 
infection as families gath-
er, and possibly it might be 

a better time to re-visit the 
issue in January.

Nugent and board mem-
bers that included out go-
ing Board Member Rep. 
John Eplee, MD, credited 
the school principals for 
keeping their masks on 
and diligently testing to 
make sure the kiddos and 
students can stay in school 
during the pandemic.

Eplee strongly recom-
mended the mask require-
ment at this point due to 
COVID activity in the 
community as a whole 
that appears to be increas-
ing as related to new vari-
ants. “The masks are ben-
efit than risks,” Eplee said.

Before Eplee left his seat 
at the USD 409 Board of 
Education table, his col-
leagues bid him adieu ac-
colades of appreciation for 
his service throughout his 
three 4-year terms.

Board President Carrie 
Sowers presented Eplee an 
engraved plaque to mark 
his years on the board and 
thanked him.

Eplee has been a great 
mentor and a great friend 
to the district, Sowers 
said.

Eplee reflected on some 
of what he considered 

Mask requirement to 
stay awhile at USD 409
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Outgoing Rep. John Eplee, MD, center, receives a plaque to commemorate his 12 years of sevice from USD 409 Board of Education members, 
Sally Berger, left, Superintendent Dr. Renee Nugent, Diane Liebsch; second row: Sean Crittendon, Carrie Sowers, Brandi Ross and Stefanie 
Gardner.
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USD 409 Board Member Rep. John Eplee, MD dutiful serves up to the 
final minutes before the school board meeting adjourns Monday night 
at Central School.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Some changes are in 
store for the near fu-
ture at the Atchison 
County Community 
Schools by way of the 
recent action taken by 
USD 377 Board of Edu-
cation members.

After some discus-
sion, board members 
amended the 2021-2022 
school calendar to 
change Dec. 20-21 from 
student contact days 
to Staff Development 
Days. The amendment 
passed by 5 votes in the 

positive, Corey Neill ab-
stained and Greg Smith 
was absent.

Board members also 
voted to set the first 
regular board meeting 
date in the New Year to 
6:30 p.m. for Wednesday, 
Jan. 12, 2021.

Superintendent An-
drew Gaddis suggest-
ed that in the future it 
would be of more in-
terest if teachers and 
facilitators would pres-
ent curriculum feature 
and updates about their 
classwork and projects. 

Tiger leaders tweak 
school calendar

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Six members of the Atchison Middle School 
KAY Club recently attended the Area One KAY 
Regional Conference, and came home with the 
state gold.

The AMS Club received the Gold Award, recog-
nizing their student leadership and service to their 
school, community, nation and world for the 2020-21 
school year. The conference was Nov. 2, at Santa Fe 
Trail High School in Carbondale. The recent recog-
nition marked the third consecutive year, The AMS 
KAY Club has earned the Gold Award distinction at 
the state level.

The Kansas Association for Youth, commonly 
known as KAY, is a character-building, leader-
ship training program directed by the Kansas 

Atchison Middle 
School KAY Club 
among the tops

By ANDREW GAUG
News-Press NOW

As a rocky year for the 
movie business comes to 
a close, sequels to “The 
Matrix,” “Spider-Man” 
and “Sing” are giving lo-
cal cinemas hope.

At the Fox Theatre in 
Atchison, Kansas, ex-
ecutive director Travis 
Grossman said while 
business is better than 
2020, it remains unpre-
dictable.

“We’ve hit a couple of 
snags through there with 

just people not coming 
out for whatever reason. 
It’s just hard to kind of 
put a bead on it,” he said.

With the holiday mov-
ie season in full gear, 
he’s looking at releases 
like “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home,” “Sing 2” and 
“The Matrix Resurrec-
tions” to help steady the 
ship as it goes into 2022.

“We’re just stacking 
them up. When it rains, 
it pours. It just is what it 
is. And you know what? 

Theaters hope 
for big sales 

from upcoming 
blockbusters

Andrew Gaug | News-Press NOW

Travis Grossman, executive director of the Fox Theatre Atchison, 
stands at the cinema’s concession booth. The local theater is hop-
ing for big ticket sales from upcoming blockbusters.
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By: BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

Main Street Kansas 
personnel paid a visit to 
Atchison for a working 
session and a look at the 
progress on the down-
town area. The improve-
ments are substantial 
with the canopy coming 
down and store fronts be-
ginning to take on a life 
of their own.

Main Street Kansas 
is a self-help, techni-
cal assistance program 
that targets revitaliza-
tion and preservation 
of downtown districts 
through the development 
of a comprehensive strat-
egy.

The local staff, board 
of directors for Main 
Street Atchison and local 
business leaders are all 
participating. Meeting 
with the staff and board 
of directors took up most 
of the morning and then 
everyone toured down-
town.

After lunch at Licki-
ty Split, meetings were 
held with city, county of-
ficials plus key commu-
nity stakeholders. After 
that meeting the busi-
ness owners and proper-
ty owners and developers 
will have a time to also 
meet.

A wrap up session was 
held on Thursday morn-
ing.

Main Street Kansas 
pays Atchison a visit
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