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By BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

Saturday was a bright 
sunny day in Atchison for 
the unveiling of the Ame-
lia Earhart statue at the 
Amelia Earhart Hangar 
Museum.

Dignitaries from all 
over Kansas and the na-
tion saw the unveiling of 
the twin bronze statue. 
The first statue is housed 
in the Hall of Fame in 
Washington, D.C.

Mayor Abby Bartlett 
welcomed the crowd that 
was seated in front of the 
Amelia Earhart Hangar 
Museum. Dr. John Eplee, 
Kansas Representative for 
the 63rd District gave the 
opening prayer.

President and Founder 
of the Atchison Amelia 
Earhart Foundation Kar-
en Seaberg spoke about 

the journey of making the 
dream come true and the 
many people and compa-
nies who have been sup-
portive along the way.

“Although it was a his-
toric milestone to bring 
Amelia Earhart to the U.S. 
Capitol in July, we are es-
pecially thrilled to finally 
unveil this ‘twin’ bronze 
statue of Amelia in her be-
loved Atchison, Kansas, 
hometown,” Karen Sea-
berg, founder, and presi-
dent of the Atchison Ame-
lia Earhart Foundation 
said. “This magnificent 
statue will stand as an en-
during symbol of Amelia’s 
pioneering legacy that will 
welcome and inspire future 
generations — especially 
the 150,00 middle school 
students within a 90-mile 
radius of Atchison — to 

Amelia Earhart statue 
unveiled in Atchison
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The Amelia Earhart statue was finally unveiled her hometown of Atchison at the Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum on Saturday.
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Governor Laura Kelly speaking after the unveiling of the Amelia 
Earhart statue on Saturday.

By JAMES HOWEY 
Atchison Globe

Her Excellency Katalin Novák, 
President of Hungary visited 
Benedictine College Monday for 
a short private tour of the cam-
pus and a private meeting with 
students to discuss her journey 
to office and how important faith, 
family, and freedom are to her.

This is the first time in the his-
tory of the college that a leader of 
a nation has visited the campus.

Benedictine College President 
Stephen Minnis was overjoyed by 
the presence of Novák and what 
was discussed during her visit.

“It’s not often you get the head 
of a state talk about faith and 
family,” Minnis said. “This is 
truly a momentous and historic 
occasion.”

Novák said being able to speak 
in front of Raven students was 
the best part of her trip to the 

U.S. the past week, which includ-
ed her delivering the opening re-
mark at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly and visiting the 
White House and President of the 
United States Joe Biden.

President of Hungary pays 
visit to Benedictine College
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Her Excellency Katalin Novák, President 
of Hungary speaks in front of Benedictine 
College students Monday during her visit 
to the college.

By BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

The Atchison Area Econom-
ic Development Corporation 
(AAEDC) requested $50,000 
from the American Rescue 
Plan Dollars to fund a feasibili-
ty study for the development of 
a medical school on the cam-
pus of Benedictine College. 
The request is aligned with the 
city’s 2020 strategic plan. 

A medical school is being 
planned that will be located on 
the campus of Benedictine Col-
lege. The medical school will 
be an independent, separately 
governed, licensed, financed, 
and accredited institution that 
will be a tenant to Benedictine, 
but will work closely with them 
in aligning with the mission 
and direction of the college. 

The development is being 
modeled after medical schools 
across the country such as 
New Mexico State University, 
Northern Colorado University 
and Kansas City University.  

The project will have a mas-
sive impact on the economy of 
Atchison. Once the college is 

being constructed (2024-2026) 
there will be over 300 jobs cre-
ated with an estimated $50 mil-
lion economic impact. When 
the college is in full operation, 
the direct economic impact is 
estimated to be $80 million per 

Feasibility study for development 
of medical school approved
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A sign at Benedictine College is shown in this photo.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Less than three years 
after its establishment, 
Atchison County Commu-
nity Schools Education 
Foundation’s two core 
inaugural projects are a 
realization. Wednesday 
night ACCSEF Board and 
USD 377 Board of Educa-
tion members gathered 
together for a symbolic 
groundbreaking of the 
multi-purpose addition; 
and a formal ribbon cut-
ting of a greenhouse that 
will soon produce accom-
modate seedlings for in-
door planting this school-
year.

After the groundwork 
and other preliminary 
tasks, construction start-
ed on both projects within 
the past few months.

It was on the heels of 
numerous failed bond 
attempts and soon after 
the ACCSEF organized is 
when Alumni Justin Bot-
torff and Patrick Kear-
ney, a former school board 
member, approached the 
377 Board of Education in 
February of 2019 with pro-
posal for an addition.

Bottorff updated foun-
dation and district leaders 
as they looked over the 
construction site that next 
major step is to pour the 

concrete for the slab along 
with a targeted comple-
tion in site.

“In 2023,” Bottorff said. 
“It will be in full usage for 
the 2023-24 schoolyear.”

The ACCS Education 
Foundation is a 501c3 
non-profit educational 
foundation to support 
the education offered dis-
trictwide that offers op-
portunities for parties to 
be charitable to the dis-
trict and an ability to re-
ceive the benefits of a tax 
deduction.

As initially proposed, 
the 8,390 square-foot 
multi-purpose addition to 
the Atchison County Com-
munity Junior/Senior 
High School. The addition 
is located adjacent along 
the west of the gymnasi-
um. Plans are the addition 
will house a weight room 
facility, a multi-purpose 
turf room, two new locker 
rooms, a wrestling room, 
a mezzanine for storage 
and a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency com-
pliant shelter.

The greenhouse is lo-
cated along the east of the 
ACCJSHS. It’s been one of 
the two main items that 
have topped the ACCS Ed-
ucation Foundation’s wish 
list since its organization.

ACCS Education 
Foundation 

uproot takes hold
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USD 377 district leaders, and ACCS Education Foundation Board 
members and Cargill Cares donor representatives look over the new 
greenhouse.
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