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Atchison Globe

Atchison Hospital divulged 
intimate private details of a 
woman’s sexual assault evalu-
ation and treatment to her rap-
ist, according to a lawsuit filed 
Wednesday in federal court.

A report by The Kansas City 
Star, citing her lawsuit, says 
that months later, after a “bar-
rage” of harassment, the wom-
an was raped again by the same 
man. The woman filed the law-
suit against the hospital and 
the X-ray technician accused 

of disclosing the patient’s infor-
mation to her attacker.

The technician was fired by 
the hospital but was rehired at 
Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital 
in Leavenworth County not 
long after, according to the pe-
tition.

The woman, who lives nearby 
in Missouri, trusted the hospi-
tal with information about the 
May 2017 assault, which includ-
ed the name of her assailant, 
her attorneys said. She was ad-
amant her health information 
not be released to third parties, 

according to her lawsuit.
The petition has accused the 

hospital of not having adequate 
protocols in place to protect 
patient information. Atchi-
son Hospital has not filed a re-
sponse in court, according to 
The Star. 

Hospital CEO John Jacobson, 
who is set to retire at the end of 
June, provided a statement to 
Atchison Globe following Fri-
day’s report on the matter by 
The Star.

Atchison Hospital hit with privacy suit
Staffer fired in alleged rape info 

disclosure; CEO speaks on reforms
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Atchison Hospital says it has fired the staffer responsible for disclosing information 

about a patient to a man who the patient identifies in a federal lawsuit as her rapist, who 

attacked her again after the disclosure.

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

WINTHROP, Missou-
ri — Road crews deployed 
on Wednesday evening to 
the low-lying area of a key 
transportation artery be-
tween northeast Kansas 
and northwest Missouri, 
ahead of a renewed shut-
down ordered later that 
night.

Missouri Department 
of Transportation crews, 
assisted by the Buchan-
an County (Missouri) 
Sheriff’s Office, regulated 
traffic to one lane on U.S. 
Highway 59, then later 
shut down the road. The 
Amelia Earhart Memorial 
Bridge over the river from 
Atchison remained open 

to local traffic only as of 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday.

“There will be bar-
ricades on the Mo-Kan 
bridge to stop traffic,” 
said Wes Lanter, Atchison 
County Emergency Man-
agement director.

According to Lanter, 
data released by the Na-
tional Oceanographic 
and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) 
show that the river will 
crest at moderate f lood 
stage by midday on Fri-
day, May 9. With near-
by levees still breached 
from the March flood-
ing, this will likely sus-
tain the closure for an 
uncertain period of time.

59 closes again 
due to flooding
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Missouri Department of Transportation crews hold up traffic on Wednesday evening along the westbound lanes of U.S. Highway 59 as waters 

encroach on the low-lying road, a key artery between Kansas and Missouri.

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

In a world of internation-

al business, believe it or not, 

sometimes matters can arise 

between Hong Kong, China, 

Southern California, and 

Atchison.

A team of eight Chinese 

plaintiffs has filed suit 

against two Chinese-Ameri-

can business organizers, the 

governors of Kansas Educa-

tion Holdings, LLC, which 

operated the Riverbend Inter-

national School in Atchison 

until summer 2018.

The lawsuit, filed on Tues-

day, May 7, in the state Dis-

trict Court of Atchison Coun-

ty, has alleged that K.T. Leung 

of West Covina, California, 

and Carol Kwan, of Torrance, 

California, misled the plain-

tiffs during the course of en-

couraging them to invest in 

the Atchison school, which 

closed its doors last summer.

“ ... At all relevant times, 

corporate formalities were 

not followed,” the plaintiffs 

wrote.

The lawsuit has alleged that 

problems arose quickly after 

the school became established 

in both its operations and in 

the relationship between the 

investors, Leung and Kwan.

The plaintiffs have alleged 

none of the investors spoke or 

read English in a business en-

vironment primarily conduct-

ed in English. They relied, the 

lawsuit has alleged, on promis-

es of various benefits from the 

establishment of the school, 

designed to rely on revenues 

from international students, 

mainly from China.

The students studied in 

Atchison during its three ac-

ademic years of operation at a 

campus that formerly served 

as a juvenile detention center 

for the Kansas Department 

of Corrections, located near 

Benedictine College on North 

Second Street in Atchison.

Investors sue in school’s demise
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Riverbend International School graduated 10 students in May 2018, then 

closed its doors amid a series of financial problems.

By MARY MEYERS 
Atchison Globe

An alleged plan to sneak contra-
band to a local jail inmate has pro-
duced a felony charge for his wife.

Atchison County Sheriff Jack 
Laurie said Crystalynn M. New-
son, 28, of St. Joseph, Missou-
ri, conspired with her husband, 
Devan Newson, 25, of Atchison, 
to bring him tobacco on the day of 
his March 18 appointment before 
a judge of the District Court of 
Atchison County.

The reported discovery, investi-
gation and subsequent arrest war-
rant led to her own Monday, May 
6, jailing in connection with traf-
ficking contraband into a correc-
tional facility. Newson’s wife ob-
tained release from jail soon after 
by fulfilling a $15,000 bond agree-
ment, ahead of a district court 
hearing. At the Friday hearing, 
the court deemed her eligible for a 
court-appointed defense counsel, 
Judd Herbster, to represent her. 
Her next day in court is scheduled 
for the 9 a.m. criminal docket on 
Friday, May 24.

Laurie said suspicions arose 

this spring that she planned to 
meet her husband in secret at the 
Atchison County Courthouse. The 
suspicions are associated with 
a report that she hid herself in a 
basement bathroom of the court-
house. Laurie said he has conclud-
ed the couple planned to find each 
other in that location.

“Devan had requested to use 
the restroom while being trans-
ported from the jail into the court-
house.” Laurie said. “... After a 
brief search of the restroom, he 
was allowed access. However, jail 
staff didn’t see Crystalynn hiding 
in the restroom during the brief 
search and allowed Devan to en-
ter.”

Plan to sneak contraband into 
jail ensnares inmate’s wife
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