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Today: Sunny in the 
morning then becoming 
partly cloudy. Highs in 
the middle 50s. North-
west wind 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy 
with a slight chance of 
rain showers in the eve-
ning, then mostly clear 
with a slight chance of 
rain showers and snow 
showers after midnight. 
Lows in the lower 30s. 
North wind 5 to 10 mph 
in the evening becom-
ing light and variable. 
Chance of precipitation 
20 percent.

Thursday: Mostly 
sunny in the morning 
then becoming partly 
cloudy. Highs in the mid-
dle 50s. Northwest wind 
10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night: Partly 
cloudy. Lows in the lower 
30s.

Sunset: 8:08 p.m.
Sunrise Thursday: 

5:36 a.m.

By Rachel DeHart

rdehart@antigojournal.com

As of Monday, C.A.R. 
has officially re-opened its 
doors to the community 
after being closed for more 
than a year.

Due to the COVID-
19 pandemic outbreak in 
March 2020, the store was 
temporarily closed.

“We closed on March 11, 
2020, to protect our safety 
and yours,” said Pat Kamps, 
C.A.R.board president. “It’s 
quite sad actually. We were 
only able to be open about 
six weeks in 2020, before 
closing, and almost the 
entire year of 2019, we were 
unable to open due to per-
sonal issues.”

Currently there are 
COVID safety protocols 
in place that all custom-
ers, donors and volun-
teer staff need to follow. 
These include proper mask 

wearing, covering both the 
mouth and nose when in 
the building, practicing 
social distancing and using 
proper sanitizing skills.

At this time, 98% of the 
volunteer staff are fully vac-
cinated. All volunteers are 
retired Antigo residents.

The store is located at 
627 Superior St., Antigo.

C.A.R. is currently 
accepting donations of; 
clothing items, household 
goods, antiques, furniture, 
footwear, knick-knacks, 
pictures, games, puzzles 
and more.

“We are definitely still 
taking donations. We just 
expect that items are clean 
and comfortably used,” 
Kamps said.

However, they do not 
accept exercise equipment, 
computers, microwaves 
and TVs.

“We don’t accept any 
dirty items or things with 
holes and stains,” Kamps 
said. “We want items to be 
salable, clean and in mod-
erate condition.”

Every item that is sold at 
C.A.R. goes back into sup-
porting Langlade County. 

Funds are devoted to help-
ing community members 
and organizations in need.

“C.A.R. stands for Com-
munity Association of 
Retirees,” said Kamps. 
“And our goal is to help 
as many people as we can. 
Funds often go to hospice 
patients, school scholar-
ships, AVAIL and individ-
uals battling catastrophic 
loss.”

The volunteers at C.A.R. 
strive to provide any bene-
fit possible for the county 
and its people.

“We’re so thankful for 
being able to re-open and 
we thank the public for 
their loyalty and support,” 
Kamps said. “There was a 
great turnout for our first 
day back open.”

At this time, C.A.R. 
is open from 10 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and can be reached 
at 715-623-6603.

C.A.R. sees large crowd for re-opening

Rachel DeHart
Many Antigo locals browse throughout the wide variety of items at C.A.R. on Monday morning.
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The Antigo Youth Outreach strives 
to help not only children but families 
in need within the community.

In January, the Outreach had its 
grand opening and has helped 24 
people so far, from 8 months old to 
62 years old.

“Most of those people have been 
repeat encounters, which is great,” 
said Stacy Kolz, co-founder of Antigo 
Youth Outreach. “The ages vary so 
widely, because we have helped entire 
families, not just the kids, when they 
contact us.”

Stacy Kolz and Candy Behn are the 
founders of Antigo Youth Outreach. 
They started the Outreach as they are 
both passionate about helping area 
children in need.

Prior to the Outreach, Kolz and 
Behn were involved in a larger com-
munity group that included the 
Boys and Girls Club, social services, 
AVAIL and Antigo High School. The 
team focused on children in need and 
homeless students in Antigo.

“Candy and I each individually 
gave items such as backpacks, socks, 
snacks and school supplies to the 
Antigo High School for distribution 
to students,” Kolz said.

Due to the COVID pandemic aris-
ing at the time, the high school and 
AVAIL Outreach House were shut-
tered. After six months of being 
closed, Behn and Kolz decided some-
thing needed to be done.

“We decided we wanted to open a 
room, even in the midst of COVID,” 
Kolz said. “We thought that we 
needed to be able to help as it seemed 
like more kids may be in need due to 
COVID.”

In the Fall of 2020, they worked 
relentlessly with the Langlade 
County Economic Development Cor-
poration to find a space to utilize for 
their Outreach.

“We quickly learned that any 

space downtown was too expensive 
for us. We tired to partner with a cou-
ple other nonprofit organizations, 

but that didn’t work out,” Kolz said. 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Antigo Youth Outreach continues to 
serve area children, families in need

Contributed 
Stacy Kolz sorts through clothing items to get summer clothes out and ready for 
distribution.

Now that winter has 
relinquished its grip on 
Northwoods, weather 
thoughts are turning to 
spring and its welcomed 
activities. For many, gar-
dening is at the top of their 
spring to do list.

Recent media releases 
have stressed the impor-
tance of native plants in 
home landscapes. Plants 
native to the area provide 
sustainable environments 
for pollinators, includ-
ing butterflies and other 
important food sources 

such as caterpillars for 
birds and other wildlife. 
Carefully designed native 
landscapes are beautiful 
and once established can 
thrive with minimal main-
tenance.

While the why of native 
plants is often understood, 
the what and how can be 
more challenging to dis-
cover. Fortunately, more 
and more accurate to-do 
resources as well as plant 
sources are becoming avail-
able. Perhaps the best news 
is you do not have to be a 

highly experienced master 
gardener to have success 
growing native plants.

An excellent resource 
for all things native is the 
Antigo Public Library. 
Many books from well-
known authors specializing 
in the natural landscape 
can be found on its shelves. 
These books can serve to 
educate, inspire and motive 
readers to get involved with 
sustainable environmental 
activity.

A positive way to make 
an impact on the native 

plant movement is to join 
a group such as Wild Ones.

Wild Ones is an out-
growth of a natural land-
scaping workshop held in 
Milwaukee in 1977. At that 
time, a group of nine peo-
ple became interested in 
the concept of native plants 
as an alternative to lawns. 
This small nucleus of peo-
ple eventually led to today’s 
extensive Wild Ones orga-
nization with about 5,000 
members in 19 states. 
Northwoods Gateway is 
the local chapter serving 

Langlade County and sur-
rounding counties.

Both the national orga-
nization and the local chap-
ter emphasize how-to and 
hands-on education.

Recently, Wild Ones 
released garden designs 
for various ecoregions. The 
designs are free to any-
one and can be found at 
nativegardendesigns.wil-
dones.org. The Northwoods 
ecoregion is comparable to 
Minneapolis. Plant variet-
ies suggested consider not 
only the ecoregion but also 

the garden site details such 
as soil type and light con-
ditions. This information 
will be helpful for garden-
ers searching for a place to 
start.

Even though the North-
woods Gateway Chapter is 
relatively new, members 
have immediately jumped 
into the how to of growing 
native plants. Thanks to the 
donation of businesses and 
as well as organizational 
grants a raised Pollinator 

Wild Ones pushes native landscapes, which thrive with minimal maintenance

Spring has sprung here 
in the Northwoods, but at 
Canopy Gardens, it began 
in December.

“We enjoy working 
in the greenhouse in the 
winter,” said Pam Augus-
tyn, co-owner of Can-
opy Gardens, located on 
Orchard Road, 5 miles 
east of downtown Antigo. 
“When there is snow on 
the ground and subzero 
temperatures outside, in 
the greenhouse it is warm 
and cozy.”

The Augustyns have a 

milestone year this year, 
as it is their 25th season 
growing tomatoes. They 
built their greenhouse 
in 1995, and began sell-
ing produce the follow-
ing year. Pete and Pam 
Augustyn have seven chil-
dren, each of whom were 
an important part in the 
decision to begin Canopy 
Gardens, and were instru-
mental throughout the 
years as the family worked 
together.

Canopy Gardens 
marks 25th season
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