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MADISON, Wis. (AP)—Wis-
consin Judge Jennifer Dorow 
drew fan mail and gifts from 
people who admired her han-
dling of the often disruptive 
actions of a man on trial for 
killing six people by driving 
through a Christmas parade.

Now she’s the popular 
choice of some Republicans to 
run next year in hopes of seal-
ing a conservative majority on 
a Wisconsin Supreme Court 
that has delivered critical vic-
tories for the GOP over the 
past decade. Liberals are pri-
oritizing the race as a way to 
flip control of the court head-
ing into the 2024 presidential 
election.

There are already two lib-
eral candidates and a con-
servative former Wisconsin 
Supreme Court justice run-
ning. A Feb. 21 primary will 
narrow the field to two final-
ists for the April 4 election.

The high court has been bit-
terly partisan for more than 
a decade, with conservatives 

firmly in control during that 
period. Their majority upheld 
a law that effectively ended 
collective bargaining for pub-
lic workers; approved Repub-
lican-drawn legislative maps 
that maintained districts rated 
as among the nation’s most 
gerrymandered; overturned 
a stay-at-home order issued 

during COVID-19; and banned 
absentee ballot drop boxes.

In 2020, the court did reject 
a challenge by Donald Trump 
aiming to overturn his elec-
tion loss to President Joe Biden 
in the state. But both sides are 
girding for more election-re-
lated lawsuits surrounding the 

2024 election.

LOS ANGELES (AP)—
Robert Clary, a French-born 
survivor of Nazi concentra-
tion camps during World War 
II who played a feisty pris-
oner of war in the improb-
able 1960s sitcom “Hogan’s 
Heroes,” has died. He was 96.

Clary died during the night 
Wednesday of natural causes 
at his home in Beverly Hills, 
niece Brenda Hancock said 
Thursday.

“He never let those horrors 
defeat him,” Hancock said of 
Clary’s wartime experience 
as a youth. “He never let them 
take the joy out of his life. He 
tried to spread that joy to oth-
ers through his singing and 
his dancing and his painting.”

When he recounted his 
life to students, he told them, 
“Don’t ever hate,” Hancock 
said. “He didn’t let hate over-
come the beauty in this 
world.”

“Hogan’s Heroes,” in which 
Allied soldiers in a POW 
camp bested their clownish 
German army captors with 
espionage schemes, played 
the war strictly for laughs 

during its 1965-71 run. The 
5-foot-1 Clary sported a beret 
and a sardonic smile as Cpl. 
Louis LeBeau.

Clary was the last surviv-
ing original star of the sit-
com that included Bob Crane, 
Richard Dawson, Larry Hovis 
and Ivan Dixon as the pris-
oners. Werner Klemperer 
and John Banner, who played 
their captors, both were Euro-
pean Jews who fled Nazi per-
secution before the war.

Clary began his career 
as a nightclub singer and 
appeared on stage in musi-
cals including “Irma La 
Douce” and “Cabaret.” After 
“Hogan’s Heroes,” Clary’s 
TV work included the soap 
operas “The Young and the 
Restless,” “Days of Our Lives” 
and “The Bold and the Beau-
tiful.”

He considered musical 
theater the highlight of his 
career. “I loved to go to the 
theater at quarter of 8, put the 
stage makeup on and enter-
tain,” he said in a 2014 inter-

view.

Available online Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays except on holidays.

LANSING, Mich. (AP)—
Fresh off a commanding 
reelection victory in one of 
the nation’s premier swing 
states, Democratic Michi-
gan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
says she will remain focused 
on her post and not grow-
ing speculation she could 
mount a future presidential 
run.

In an interview with The 
Associated Press just over 
a week after winning a sec-
ond term, Whitmer insisted 
she’s “never had interest in 
going to D.C.” and said she’ll 
“be here for four more years.”

Whitmer didn’t explic-
itly rule out running for 
president at some point in 
the future. She’s also plan-
ning to travel to Washing-
ton in coming weeks to dis-
cuss her state’s priorities. 
But the governor also said of 
trying to tamp down ques-
tions about whether she will 
mount a 2024 bid, “It’s just a 
practical decision. I just won 
reelection. This is the job 
that I want.”

“My whole focus is on the 

state of Michigan,” Whitmer 
said Thursday.

A rising star in her party, 
the 51-year-old Whitmer 
has proven she can win 
tough races in one of the 
states that’s been among 
the most decisive in decid-
ing the presidency since 
2016. Whitmer has been 
frequently mentioned as a 
future White House candi-
date, especially if President 
Joe Biden opts not to seek a 
second term.

The governor said she’d 
been approached in the past 
about running for Congress, 
or other federal offices, but 
said “anyone who’s familiar 
with my career” knows that 
“I’ve never been interested 
in going to DC. I love state 
government.”

Biden turns 80 on Sunday 
and has said he plans to run 
for reelection, though he has 
not yet formally announced 
a bid. Former President 
Donald Trump kicked off 
his third campaign for the 
White House with a speech 
at his Mar-a-Lago club in 

Florida on Tuesday.
Michigan has had “an 

outsized role in national 
elections and a voice and I 
think that’s a good thing,’’ 
Whitmer said. She didn’t 
watch Trump’s announce-
ment, and while Biden 
called her after the election, 
he simply congratulated her 
briefly and didn’t touch on 
other topics, Whitmer said.

“What I have said is, Pres-
ident Biden says he’s going 
to run again. If he runs 
again, he’s got my support,” 
she said. “That’s it.”

Whitmer beat Republi-
can Tudor Dixon, who had 
been endorsed by Trump, 
by a comfortable 11 points 
in last week’s midterm elec-
tion. Biden only won the 
state by about 3 percentage 
points two years ago.

Michigan voters also 
approved a referendum 
amending the state consti-
tution to protect abortion 
rights after the Supreme 
Court overturned the land-

mark Roe v. Wade decision.

Whitmer has ‘no 
interest in going to DC’

AP

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is interviewed by The Associated Press in her 

office, Thursday, in Lansing, Mich. Fresh off a commanding reelection victory 

in one of the nation’s premier swing states, the governor said she will remain 

focused on her post and not growing speculation she could mount a future pres-

idential run, insisting that she’s “never had interest in going to D.C.”
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Waukesha County Circuit Court Judge Jennifer Dorow addresses Dar-

rell Brooks during his trial in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Oct. 25 

in Waukesha.


