
E-Newsletter
Saturday, November 5, 2022

KYIV, Ukraine (AP)—Europe’s largest 
nuclear power plant was relying on emer-
gency diesel generators to run its safety sys-
tems Thursday after external power from 
the Ukrainian electric grid was again cut off, 
Ukrainian and U.N. officials reported.

Fighting in Ukraine has repeatedly damaged 
power lines and electrical substations that the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant requires to 
operate its safety systems, forcing workers to 
turn to backup generators to cool its six reac-
tors until regular power is restored. All six reac-
tors have been shut down. The generators have 
enough fuel to maintain the plant in south-
eastern Ukraine for just 15 days, state nuclear 
power company Energoatom said.

“The countdown has begun,” Energoatom 
said, noting it had limited possibilities to “main-
tain the ZNPP in a safe mode.”

The U.N.’s International Atomic Energy 
Agency confirmed the switch to backup die-
sel generators and said that underlines “the 
extremely precarious nuclear safety and secu-
rity situation.”

Rafael Grossi, the U.N. nuclear watchdog 

head, said relying on diesel generators ”is 
clearly not a sustainable way to operate a major 
nuclear facility” and urged again that a protec-
tion zone be established around the plant.

Russia and Ukraine have traded blame during 
the war for shelling at and around the plant. 
Energoatom said Thursday that Russian shelling 
knocked out the last two high voltage transmis-
sion lines feeding the Zaporizhzhia plant. Russia 
gave a different account, blaming Ukraine.

MADISON, Wis. (AP)—A 
top Milwaukee elections offi-
cial has been fired after send-
ing falsely obtained military 
absentee ballots to the home 
of a Republican state lawmaker 
who has been an outspoken 
critic of how the 2020 election 
was administered, the city’s 
mayor said Thursday.

Kimberly Zapata, deputy 
director of the Milwaukee Elec-
tion Commission, requested 
military ballots for fictitious 
voters from clerks in nearby 
municipalities using the state’s 
MyVote Wisconsin website, 
Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier 
Johnson said just days before 
the midterm elections.

The ballots were sent to the 
home of Republican state Rep. 
Janel Brandtjen, who chairs 
of the Assembly elections 

committee and has voiced sup-
port for overturning the results 
of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion in the state and promoted 
conspiracy theories about 
the same. Earlier this week, 
Brandtjen’s office said she had 
received three ballots for mil-
itary voters she believed to be 
fictitious and that the Wauke-
sha County sheriff was investi-
gating.

“I believe someone was try-
ing to point out how easy it is to 
get military ballots in Wiscon-
sin,” Brandtjen said in a state-
ment Monday.

Zapata’s motive for 
allegedly obtaining and send-
ing the ballots wasn’t immedi-
ately clear. She did not immedi-
ately respond to messages left 
Thursday at phone numbers 
believed to be hers.

Available online Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays except on holidays.

AWALI, Bahrain (AP)—
Pope Francis urged Bah-
rain authorities on Thursday 
to renounce the death pen-
alty and ensure basic human 
rights are guaranteed for all 
citizens as he arrived in the 
Sunni-led kingdom that has 
been accused by rights groups 
of systematic discrimination 
against its Shiite majority.

With King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa by his side, Francis 
also urged the Arab Gulf nation 
to ensure “safe and dignified” 
working conditions for its 
immigrant laborers, who have 
long faced abuse and exploita-
tion in the island’s construc-
tion, oil extraction and domes-
tic service industries.

While diplomatic, Francis 
didn’t shy from some of the con-
tentious social issues in Bah-
rain at the start of his four-day 
visit to participate in a govern-
ment-sponsored interfaith 
conference on East-West dia-
logue and minister to the coun-
try’s small Catholic community.

The 85-year-old Francis, 
who has been using a wheel-
chair for several months 
because of strained knee lig-
aments, said he was “in a lot 
of pain” as he flew to the Gulf. 
For the first time, he greeted 

journalists travelling with him 
seated rather than walking 
through the plane’s aisle.

Human rights groups and 
relatives of Shiite activists on 
death row had urged Francis to 
use his Bahrain visit to call for 
an end to capital punishment 
and to advocate for political 
dissidents, hundreds of whom 
have been detained since Bah-
rain violently crushed the 2011 
Arab Spring protests with the 
help of neighboring Saudi Ara-
bia and United Arab Emirates.

In the years since, Bahrain 
has imprisoned Shiite activ-
ists, deported others, stripped 
hundreds of their citizenship, 
banned the largest Shiite oppo-
sition group and closed down 
its leading independent news-
paper.

Francis referred indirectly to 
the sectarian strife as he arrived 
in the desert town of Awali and 
met with Al Khalifa at the Sakhir 
royal palace in the first-ever 
papal visit to Bahrain. Speak-
ing to government authorities 

and diplomats from the palace’s 
glistening courtyard, Francis 
praised Bahrain’s tradition of tol-
erance and cited Bahrain’s con-
stitution, which forbids discrim-
ination on the basis of religion, 
as a stated commitment that 
needs to be put into practice.

Doing so, he said, would 
guarantee “that equal dignity 
and equal opportunities will be 
concretely recognized for each 
group and for every individual; 
that no forms of discrimina-
tion exist and that fundamental 

human rights are not violated 
but promoted.”

Referring to the death pen-
alty, Francis said the govern-
ment must guarantee first 
and foremost the right to life, 
and “the need to guarantee 
that right always, including for 
those being punished, whose 
lives should not be taken.”

According to the Bahrain 
Institute for Rights and Democ-
racy, Bahrain in 2017 ended a 
de-facto moratorium on the 
death penalty and has executed 
six prisoners since. The group 
and Human Rights Watch 
have documented a “dramatic 
increase” in the number of 
death sentences being handed 
down since 2011, with 26 peo-
ple currently on death row, 
half for political activities. The 
groups have said some were 
convicted after “manifestly 
unfair trials based solely or pri-
marily on confession allegedly 
coerced through torture and 
ill-treatment.”

In the run-up to the visit, the 
Bahrain rights group released 
a letter from relatives of some 
of those death row inmates, 
begging Francis to raise the 
issue and to visit the Jau prison 
where many political detain-
ees are held.
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Pope Francis, flanked by Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, right, and Bahrain’s Prince Salman bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, left, delivers his speech during their meeting at the Sakhir Royal Palace, Bahrain, Thursday. 
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A view of the St. George’s Skete, damaged by fight-

ing, in the village of Dolyna, Donetsk region, Ukraine.


