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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP)—A large section of the 
destroyed space shuttle Chal-
lenger has been found buried in 
sand at the bottom of the Atlan-
tic, more than three decades 
after the tragedy that killed a 
schoolteacher and six others.

NASA’s Kennedy Space Cen-
ter announced the discovery 
Thursday.

“Of course, the emotions 
come back, right?” said Michael 
Ciannilli, a NASA manager 
who confirmed the remnant’s 
authenticity. When he saw the 
underwater video footage, “My 
heart skipped a beat, I must say, 
and it brought me right back 
to 1986 ... and what we all went 
through as a nation.”

It’s one of the biggest pieces of 
Challenger found in the decades 
since the acciden t, according 
to Ciannilli, and the first rem-
nant to be discovered since two 

fragments from the left wing 
washed ashore in 1996.

Divers for a TV documentary 
first spotted the piece in March 
while looking for wreckage of a 
World War II plane. NASA veri-
fied through video a few months 

ago that the piece was part of 
the shuttle that broke apart 
shortly after liftoff on Jan. 28, 
1986. All seven on board were 
killed, including the first school-
teacher bound for space, Christa 
McAuliffe.

SPRING VALLEY, Wis. 
(AP)—A western Wisconsin 
nurse has been charged with 
elder abuse, accused of ampu-
tating a hospice patient’s 
frostbitten foot without his 
consent and without doctor’s 
orders.

After she cut off the man’s 
right foot last spring, Mary K. 
Brown, 38, of Durand told her 
colleagues that she wanted to 
display it at her family’s taxi-
dermy shop with a sign that 
said: “Wear your boots kids,” 
according to charges filed last 
week in Pierce County.

The amputation happened 
on May 27, and within about a 
week the 62-year-old man was 
dead. The complaint gives no 
indication that the amputa-
tion hastened his death, the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
reported.

The Associated Press was 
unable to reach Brown for 
comment Thursday. Online 
court records do not list an 
attorney for her, and a phone 
call to her home rang several 
times and was not answered.

According to the com-
plaint, the man was admitted 
to Spring Valley Health and 
Rehab Center after he fell at 
his home in March. The heat 
was not turned on and he suf-
fered frostbite to both feet, 
leaving the tissue necrotic. His 
right foot remained attached 
to his leg by a tendon and 
roughly 2 inches (5 centime-
ters) of skin.

While at the Spring Valley 
center, the man was getting 
separate care through St. Croix 
County hospice health work-
ers. Brown worked at the cen-
ter but was not a hospice nurse.
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WILBUR-BY-THE-SEA, Fla. 
(AP)—Tropical Storm Nicole 
sent multiple homes top-
pling into the Atlantic Ocean 
on Thursday and threatened 
a row of high-rise condomini-
ums in places where Hurri-
cane Ian washed away the 
beach and destroyed seawalls 
only weeks ago.

“Multiple coastal homes in 
Wilbur-by-the-Sea have col-
lapsed and several other prop-
erties are at imminent risk,” 
Volusia County Sheriff Mike 
Chitwood said in a social 
media message. He said most 
bridges to the beachside prop-
erties had been closed to all 
but essential personnel and a 
curfew was put into effect.

Wilbur-by-the-Sea is an 
unincorporated community 
on a barrier island with only 
beachfront homes. Next door 
in Daytona Beach Shores, a 
strip of high-rise condomini-
ums were evacuated ahead 
of Nicole’s landfall, and while 
they remained standing 
after the storm, their future 
depends on safety reviews.

The homeowners asso-
ciation at the Marbella con-
dominiums had just spent 

$240,000 to temporar-
ily rebuild the seawall Ian 
destroyed in September, said 
Connie Hale Gellner, whose 
family owns a unit there. Live 
video from the building’s cam-
eras showed Nicole’s storm 
surge taking it all way.

“We knew it wasn’t meant 
to stop a hurricane, it was only 

meant to stop the erosion,” 
Gellner said. But after Nicole, 
the building’s pool deck “is 
basically in the ocean,” Gell-
ner said. “The problem is that 
we have no more beach. So 
even if we wanted to rebuild, 
they’ll probably condemn the 
building because the water is 
just splashing up against the 

building.”
Nicole was sprawling, cov-

ering nearly the entire weath-
er-weary state of Florida 
while also reaching into Geor-
gia and the Carolinas before 
dawn on Thursday. Tropical 
storm-force winds extended 
as far as 450 miles (720 kilome-
ters) from the center in some 

directions as Nicole turned 
northward over central Flor-
ida.

Nicole’s winds did minimal 
damage, but its storm surge 
was more destructive than 
might have been in the past 
because seas are rising as the 
planet’s ice melts due to cli-
mate change, said Princeton 
University climate scientist 
Michael Oppenheimer. It adds 
up to higher coastal flooding, 
flowing deeper inland, and 
what used to be once-in-a-cen-
tury events will happen almost 
yearly in some places, he said.

“It is definitely part of a 
picture that is happening,” 
Oppenheimer said. “It’s going 
to happen elsewhere. It’s going 
to happen all across the world.’’

A man and a woman were 
killed by electrocution when 
they touched downed power 
lines in the Orlando area, 
the Orange County Sheriff ’s 
Office said. Nicole also caused 
flooding well inland, as parts 
of the St. Johns River were 
at or above flood stage and 
some rivers in the Tampa Bay 
area also nearing flood lev-
els, according to the National 
Weather Service.

Tropical Storm Nicole topples 
beachfront homes into ocean
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People brave rain and heavy winds to visit the waterfront along the Jensen Beach Causeway, as conditions 

deteriorate with the approach of Hurricane Nicole, Wednesday, in Jensen Beach, Fla.

Charges: Wisconsin nurse 
amputated man’s foot 

without orders

Section of destroyed shuttle 
Challenger found on ocean floor
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Underwater explorer and marine biologist Mike Barnette and wreck diver 

Jimmy Gadomski explore a 20-foot segment of the 1986 Space Shuttle 

Challenger that the team discovered in the waters off the coast of Florida.


