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Opinions
What are others saying? Page 4, sec. 1.

Kitchen smarts
Hand sanitizers, see page 6, sec. 1.

Packers update
Injuries on the O-line. Page 1, sec. 2.

14 students, 1 staff person quarantined due to virus

Celebrate fall at Mum Fest

Macy’s plans smaller

but camera-ready

Thanksgiving parade

63,000 gallons of
PFAS in storage

Positive COVID cases
top 100 in county

Address Box

Address Box

DARLAEN JANSEN,

SCHOOL NURSE

New survey data will inform efforts by the state to address PFAS contamina-
tion that has occurred through the discharge of fluorinated firefighting foam into

the environment. (kzenon/iStock.com)

By Kevin Passon

kpasson@antigojournal.com

The Unified School
District of Antigo report-
ed more than a dozen stu-
dents are required to
quarantine at home due
to exposure to COVID-19
at West Elementary
School.

Darlaen Jansen, school
nurse, said Tuesday there
is one confirmed case of a
first-grade student at the
school.

“Because the specific
school opened their doors
using cohorts, there were
only 14 student families
and one staff member

impacted by the virus,”
she said. “All other stu-
dents within the school
were not considered to be
close contacts to a positive
case; therefore, all other
families may be confident
in knowing it is safe for
the rest of the students to
return to in-person
instruction.”

Cohorting forms groups
of students, and some-
times teachers or staff,
that stay together
throughout the school day
to minimize exposure for
students, teachers and
staff across the school
environment.

“Those who are deemed

as a close contact to a pos-
itive case (must) quaran-
tine for 14 days and are
monitor their symptoms,”
Jansen said. “Given the
information available, the
students and staff mem-
ber who were in close con-
tact will be asked
to remain in quarantine
until Sept. 27, being able
to return to in-person
instruction on Sept.
28. During the time of
quarantine, parents are
asked to monitor for
symptoms, and if any
arise, they are asked to
contact their family
physician or Langlade
County Health

Department for guid-
ance.”

The affected students
transitioned to the tempo-
rary learning option.

“When a student quar-
antines, they are provided
the technology to access
assignments, submit com-
pleted work and maintain
contact with their teach-
ers,” the nurse said.

Jansen said parents
were asked to contact
their child’s school to
update the district on any
adverse changes in their
student’s health. 

When the parent noti-
fied the school of the posi-
tive test result, the school

nurse was notified.
Once Langlade County

Health Department made
contact with the parent, a
conversation between the
school nurse and health
department took place to
determine close contacts.

“This information was
relayed to the school
administration, and
preparation to disperse
this information to the
families began,” Jansen
said. “In this instance, all
parents were notified by
phone by the school prin-
cipal. A letter from
the Langlade County
Health Department and

See Quarantined Page 8

Madison, Wis. – More
than 63,000 gallons of
PFAS-containing, or fluo-
rinated, firefighting
foams are in storage
across the state, accord-
ing to a Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
survey of state fire
departments. Included in
that supply are 75-90 gal-
lons stored by the Antigo
Fire Department.

As requested by Gov.
Tony Evers in the 2019-21
biennial budget, the DNR
conducted a survey of the
state’s fire departments
to determine their use of
PFAS-containing fire-
fighting foams.

This survey was
designed to help the DNR
better understand how
much, how often and why
fluorinated foam is used
across Wisconsin. This
information will inform
efforts by the state, in
partnership with

Wisconsin fire depart-
ments, to address PFAS
contamination that has
occurred through the dis-
charge of fluorinated fire-
fighting foam into the
environment.

PFAS, or per-and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances,
are a large group of
human-made chemicals
that have been used in
industry and consumer
products worldwide since
the 1950s. PFAS do not
occur naturally and are
widespread in the envi-
ronment. These chemicals
bioaccumulate and can
stay in the human body
for many years. The dis-
charge of PFAS-contain-
ing firefighting foam dur-
ing emergency fire events
or training exercises has
been identified as a sig-
nificant source of PFAS
contamination.

PFAS are also key com-

See PFAS Foam Page 8

ANTIGO STATISTICS
Maximum yesterday 75
Minimum last night 64
Maximum year ago 78
Sunset today: 7:06 p.m.
Sunrise: 6:38 a.m.

Antigo: Clear this
evening, low around 36.

Thursday: Sunny with
a high near 57. Calm
winds becoming north
northeast around 6 miles
per hour. Areas of frost
after midnight, otherwise
mostly clear in the
evening, low around 35.

Friday: Areas of frost
before 7 a.m., otherwise
sunny, high near 57.
Areas of frost after mid-
night, otherwise mostly
clear, low around 33. 

Saturday: Areas of frost
before 8 a.m., otherwise
mostly sunny, high near
57. Partly cloudy in the
evening, low around 39. 

Extended forecast:
Mostly sunny on Sunday,
high near 64. Mostly
cloudy in the evening, low
around 46. 

CLEAR

By Kevin Passon

kpasson@antigojournal.com

If you’re looking for
something to do to break
out of COVID doldrums,
consider a few hours at
the first-ever Mum Fest
(even though COVID
safety guidelines will be
in place).

Sponsored by Frisch
Greenhouses, the event
will be held from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday at the
business at 106 7th Ave.

Jean Hubatch, owner of
Frisch Greenhouses, said
the event will feature
about 30 local and region-
al crafters and vendors,
with a variety of items
including paper, jewelry,
fall décor, masks, mas-
cara, maple syrup, pump-
kins and gourds, and
more.

“It’s a celebration of a

new fall season,” she said.
“We grow our own mums,
and we thought that
because everything is
cancelled, it would be
something fun to do.”

There’s no need to
worry about going hungry
during the event. Along
with Vickie’s Food for
Thought food truck,
attendees will also have
available doughnuts,
apple pie by the slice and
Chubby Cheeks Ice
Cream.

But, the annual bloom-
ing plant is the star of the
Mum Fest. Frisch
Greenhouses grew 1,000
of them this season.

“There are lots of sizes
and colors,” Hubatch said.
“The tri-color is the most
popular, and the ones
with the tall grasses.”

With proper care, they
mums should last until

Halloween.
“Keep them watered,

and you have to watch the
temperatures at
night,”Hubatch said.
“When it’s freezing, they
either have to be brought
in or covered.”

She doesn’t know what
to expect for a crowd size,
but with some help from
Mother Nature, it should
be a success.

“It’s supposed to be
cool and sunny,” Hubatch
said.

Attendees will find
crafters inside the green-
house as well as on the
perimeter outside the
building.

“Some people want to
be outside, so there’ll be
benches out there,”
Hubatch said. “It will be
all decorated out there.
Some people are brining

The Langlade County
Health Department
reports 113 positive tests
for the coronavirus. The
department’s online dash-
board information was
last updated at 3 p.m.
Tuesday.

The total number of
tests and negative test
figures are based off of
individuals, not total
number of tests

Other data was not
impacted as a result.

The data is accumulat-
ed from the Langlade
County Health
Department and the

Wisconsin Health
Department of Health
Services (DHS). The
Langlade County data is
directly from the
Langlade County Health
Department; the rest of
the data is from DHS.
Any discrepancy is a
result of the reporting
times.

The most recent results
show: 

_ Total tests adminis-
tered: 3,182

_ Negative tests results
(by individual): 2,997

_ Pending test results:

See COVID Page 8

NEW YORK (AP) — A
Macy's Thanksgiving
parade reimagined for the
coronavirus pandemic
will feature floats, per-
formers and giant bal-
loons along a one-block
stretch of 34th Street in
front of the retailer's flag-
ship Manhattan store,
Macy's officials
announced Monday.

The spectacle will be
broadcast as usual from 9
a.m. to noon Eastern time
on NBC and will include
both live and recorded
elements, Macy's officials
said.

"Under the unique
challenges of these unpar-
alleled times, we felt it
was important to contin-
ue this cherished holiday
tradition that has been
the opening act to the hol-
iday season for genera-
tions of families," Susan
Tercero, executive produc-
er of the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day
Parade, said in a pre-
pared statement. 

She added, "While it
will certainly look differ-
ent in execution, this
year's Macy's Parade cele-
bration will once again
serve its historical pur-
pose — to bring joy into
the hearts of millions
across the nation."

Macy's similarly
remade its traditional
July Fourth fireworks
show this year, swapping
the big one-night specta-
cle for a series of smaller
fireworks displays.

The 2 1/2-mile
Thanksgiving parade
route will be axed in favor
of a short stroll for the

See Macy’s Page 8

After a delay caused by Saturday’s incessant rain, the potato harvest is now in full swing across Langlade
County, including this nicely matched pair working a field just southwest of Antigo High School on Monday

afternoon. Wisconsin had 3.2 days suitable for fieldwork for the week ending Sept. 13, according to the
United States Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Frequent rains kept farm-
ers out of fields in southern Wisconsin, while clearer weather in the northern districts allowed fieldwork to

progress. Potato harvest was reported as 47% complete, 10 days ahead of last year and five days ahead of
the average. Potato condition rated 92% good to excellent statewide, down 1 percentage point from the pre-

vious week. (Brandon Kieper)

See Mum Fest Page 8


