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Our readers sound off
Two letters today on page 4.

More banners
Athletes line Listle Field fence. Page 8.

Rodgers got it wrong
Clergy comment studies QB’s remarks. Page 13.

Jean Greening standing, along with other volunteers, city and county crews, placed the senior banners on the 
Langlade County Fairgrounds fence Thursday. Motorists driving by are invited to offer a friendly tap of the horn

throughout the Memorial Day weekend.

Banners illustrate Antigo’s pride in seniors

The U.S. flag blew in a stiff breeze above Soldier’s Circle
at Antigo Cemetery Thursday afternoon.

Loughlin jailed in cheating scam

U.S. begins to stir, job
market remains grim

Lawsuit challenges safer-at-home

Memorial observances

still on in Antigo, Elcho
Memorial Day may look and feel a bit different this year,

but observances in the Antigo area will go forward this
Monday, with a bit of social distancing thrown in.

Antigo’s traditional day of events gets underway at 8
a.m. at the Hudson Street Bridge with the  Lost at Sea
Ceremony from 8:30 to 9 a.m. 

Michigan flooding
‘truly devastating’

Unemployment
surges in state

The Antigo community is no doubt
proud of its high school graduates each
and every spring, but this year’s
COVID-19 epidemic has made honor-
ing them a bit of a challenge.

Motorists through the city of Antigo

will now take notice of one of the ideas
that has come to fruition.  Located on
the main fence outside of the Langlade
County Fairgrounds are banners with
each and every graduate’s senior pic-
ture adorning them.

The idea began just two short weeks
ago and was the brainchild of the
Pinnacle Group of Thrivent Financial,
whose main office is in Antigo and
includes representatives Jean

See Parades Page 7

See Banners Page 7

MIDLAND, Mich. (AP) —
It could be days before the full
scope of damage from flooding
in Central Michigan that sub-
merged houses, washed out
roads and threatened a
Superfund site is apparent,
authorities warned Thursday,
as Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
expressed hope the president
will soon sign a federal emer-
gency declaration.

Some of the floodwaters
from heavy rains that over-
took two dams retreated, but
much remained underwater,
including in Midland, the
headquarters of Dow
Chemical Co. And floodwaters
continued to threaten down-
stream communities.

"The damage is truly dev-
astating to see how high the
water levels are, to see roofs
barely visible in parts of
Midland, and to see a lake
that has been drained in
another part," said Whitmer,
who toured Midland County
on Wednesday.

The flooding forced about
11,000 people to evacuate
their homes in the Midland
area, about 140 miles (225
kilometers) north of Detroit,
following what the National
Weather Service called "cata-
strophic dam failures" at the
Edenville Dam, about 20
miles (32 kilometers) north-
west of Midland, and the

See Flooding Page 7

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Business owners, candidates
for office, a pastor and one of
the organizers of last month's
"reopen Wisconsin" protest at

the Wisconsin Capitol have
filed a federal lawsuit alleg-
ing that local stay-at-home
orders are unconstitutional.

The lawsuit, filed by 17
Wisconsin residents

Wednesday in federal court in
Milwaukee, challenges the
local orders that took effect
after the state Supreme Court
last week tossed out Gov.
Tony Evers' statewide "safer
at home" order  as unconstitu-
tional. The new lawsuit
names 21 state and local
Wisconsin public safety and
health officials, including

Evers and all members of the
state elections commission, as
defendants.

The lawsuit asks the judge
to declare the local orders
unconstitutional and void
them all.

The lawsuit claims viola-
tions of the constitutional
rights of assembly, free

ANTIGO: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 70s.
Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.
Partly cloudy in the evening
then becoming mostly cloudy.
Patchy fog after midnight.
Lows in the lower 50s. Light
and variable wind.

SATURDAY: Mostly cloudy.
A chance of showers in the
morning, then showers in the
afternoon. Patchy fog in the
morning. Highs in the lower
70s. Southeast wind 5 to 10
mph. Chance of rain 80 per-
cent. Mostly cloudy and a
chance of showers overnight.
Lows in the upper 50s.
Chance of rain 50 percent.

SUNDAY: Partly sunny
with a 50 percent chance of
showers. Highs around 80.
Lows in the lower 60s.
Chance of rain 70 percent.

MEMORIAL DAY: Mostly
cloudy with a 50 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Highs in the
upper 70s.

Clifford the Big Red Dog remains kenneled along with other playground equipment
at Lake Park for the foreseeable future.

The city of Antigo is making some adjust-
ments—some welcome and others perhaps
not so much—to its summer programs and
schedules due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

“We have had to make some tough deci-
sions regarding programs, events, and facil-
ities,” Sarah Repp, the city’s director of
parks, cemetery and recreation, said. “We

City opens some facilities, but pool
and playgrounds remain shuttered

See Updates Page 7

See Lawsuit Page 7

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press

"Full House" actress Lori Loughlin
has agreed to serve two months behind
bars and her fashion designer husband,
Mossimo Giannulli, has agreed to serve
five months as part of a deal to plead
guilty to cheating the college admissions

process, according to court papers filed
Thursday.

Loughlin, 55, and Giannulli, 56, are
scheduled to plead guilty Friday via
video conference before a federal judge
in Boston, who must approve the deal.

It's a stunning reversal for the famous
couple who insisted for the last year they

were innocent and that investigators
had fabricated evidence against them.
Their decision comes about two weeks
after the judge rejected their bid to dis-
miss the case over allegations of miscon-
duct by federal authorities. 

"I think they made a calculated

See Loughlin Page 7

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Signs of renewed activity are
surfacing across the country
as states gradually reopen
economies and some business-
es call a portion of their laid-
off staffers back to work. Yet
with millions more Americans
seeking unemployment aid
last week, the U.S. job market
remains as bleak as it's been

in decades.
More than 2.4 million laid-

off workers filed for jobless
benefits last week, the gov-
ernment said Thursday, the
ninth straight week of outsize
figures since the viral out-
break forced millions of busi-
nesses to closer their doors
and shrink their workforces. 

And while the number of

weekly applications has
slowed for seven straight
weeks, they remain immense
by any historical standard —
roughly 10 times the typical
figure that prevailed before
the virus struck. Nearly 39
million people have applied
for benefits since mid-March.

An additional 1.2 million
people sought aid last week

under a new federal program
for self-employed, contractor
and gig workers, who are now
eligible for jobless aid for the
first time. These figures
aren't adjusted for seasonal
variations, so the government
doesn't include them in the
overall number of applica-
tions.

See Market Page 7

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Wisconsin's unemployment
rate hit 14.1% in April, a level
not seen since the Great
Depression, the state
Department of Workforce
Development reported
Thursday.

The rate more than
quadrupled from 3.1% in
March, mirroring national
trends due to the coronavirus
pandemic, and was just below
the national unemployment
rate of 14.7%. April was the
first full month of Wisconsin's
"safer at home" order issued
by Gov. Tony Evers in reac-
tion to COVID-19 that forced
most nonessential businesses
to close.

Unemployment never hit
this high even during the
Great Recession in 2008 or
the recession in the 1970s,
said Dennis Winters, chief
economist for the state. The
last time it was this high was
during the Great Depression
in the 1930s, when unemploy-
ment was around 25%, he
said.

"This is a totally different
phenomenon in its severity
and rapidity with which it

occurred," Winters said.
"What it means is that the
economy has taken a pretty
severe hit in a very rapid
manner."

While unemployment has
soared, so too has criticism
from Republicans over the
speed in processing claims for
benefits. As of Monday, more
than 2 million weekly claims
had been filed since March
15, but more than 675,000
had yet to be paid.
Republican lawmakers have
called for Evers to more
quickly add staff and expand
Workforce Development's
hours to process the claims.

State officials have said
they are working hard to
process claims in the face of
unprecedented demand.
There were more than 4.2
million calls to the state's
unemployment division last
week alone.

The Wisconsin Supreme
Court last week ordered an
end to the stay-at-home order,
resulting in a patchwork of
local ordinances governing
when businesses can reopen.
Some businesses have moved

See Jobless Page 7


