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WASHINGTON —Trying 
to close out major unfin-
ished business, the Trump 
administration issued reg-
ulations Friday that could 
lower the prices Americans 
pay for many prescription 
drugs.

But in a time of political 
uncertainty, it’s hard to say 
whether the rules will with-
stand expected legal chal-
lenges from the pharmaceu-
tical industry or whether 
the incoming Biden admin-
istration will accept, amend 
or try to roll them back 
entirely.

“The drug companies 
don’t like me too much. 
But we had to do it,” Presi-
dent Donald Trump said in 
announcing the new policy 
at the White House. “I just 
hope they keep it. I hope 
they have the courage to 
keep it,” he added, noting 
pressure from drug com-
pany lobbyists.

The two finalized rules, 
long in the making, would:

— tie what Medicare pays 
for medications adminis-
tered in a doctor’s office to 
the lowest price paid among 
a group of other economi-
cally advanced countries. 
That’s called the “most 
favored nations” approach. 
It is adamantly opposed by 
critics aligned with the phar-
maceutical industry, who 
liken it to socialism. The 
administration estimates it 
could save $28 billion over 
seven years for Medicare 
recipients through lower 
copays. It would take effect 
Jan. 1.

— require drugmakers, 
for brand name pharmacy 
medications, to give Medi-
care enrollees rebates that 
now go to insurers and mid-
dlemen called pharmacy 
benefit managers. Insur-
ers that deliver Medicare’s 
“Part D” prescription ben-
efit say that would raise 
premiums. The nonparti-
san Congressional Budget 
Office estimates it would 
increase taxpayer costs by 
$177 billion over 10 years. 
The Trump administration 
disputes that and says its 
rule could potentially result 
in 30% savings for patients. 
It would take effect Jan. 1, 

2022.
The industry is consider-

ing “all options to stop this 
reckless attack on the com-
panies working around the 
clock to beat COVID-19,” the 
Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of 
America said in a statement.

Trump came into office 
accusing pharmaceutical 
companies of “getting away 
with murder” and com-
plaining that other coun-
tries whose governments 
set drug prices were taking 
advantage of Americans.

As a candidate in 2016, 
Trump advocated for Medi-
care to negotiate prices. 
As president, he dropped 
that idea, objected to by 
most Republicans. Instead 
Trump began pursuing 
changes through regula-
tions.

He also backed a bipar-
tisan Senate bill that would 
have capped what Medi-
care recipients with high 
bills pay for medications, 
while generally limiting 
price increases. Ambitious 
in scope, the legislation 
from Sens. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., did not get a full 
Senate vote.

Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex Azar, a 
former drug company exec-
utive, said the rules will 
“break this model where 
patients suffer, where prices 
increase every year,” while 
corporate insiders enrich 
themselves.

Addressing the prospect 
of legal battles, Azar said 
“we feel that both regula-
tions are extremely strong 
in nature.”
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MADISON, Wis. —Gov. 
Tony Evers’ virtual meeting 
on Friday with Republican 
legislative leaders to discuss 
COVID-19 relief efforts was 
“productive,” the governor’s 
spokeswoman and Assem-
bly Speaker Robin Vos said.

The meeting was Evers’ 
first with newly-elected Sen-
ate Majority Leader Devin 

LeMahieu and his first since 
May with Vos. It comes as 
the coronavirus continues 
to ravage the state, with 
hospitals at or near capac-
ity. The head of the Wis-
consin Hospital Associa-
tion on Thursday urged 
Evers and Republicans to 
work together urgently to 
avoid the crisis becoming a 
catastrophe.

“The conversation 
was productive and the 

governor expressed urgent 
need for working together 
on additional state support 
and asked legislative lead-
ers to meet again the week 
after Thanksgiving,” said 
Evers’ spokeswoman Britt 
Cudaback. “He looks for-
ward to the Legislature act-
ing quickly to pass addi-
tional COVID-19 legisla-
tion to support our state’s 
response to this crisis.”

Vos said agreement was 

reached on some issues but 
not others. He did not spec-
ify.

“I see today’s conversa-
tion as a positive step for-
ward to finding common 
ground in developing a more 
unified state response to the 
coronavirus pandemic,” he 
said in a statement.

Evers put forward a 
half-billion dollar COVID-
19 relief bill this week. Vos 
outlined steps Assembly 

Republicans would like to 
take to combat the virus, but 
has not released any specific 
bills. 

Vos said the Legislature 
may come back in Decem-
ber to vote on bills.

LeMahieu did not imme-
diately return messages 
seeking comment.

The meeting came on a 
day that the state Depart-
ment of Health Services 
reported 78 more deaths 

and 6,473 additional posi-
tive cases of COVID-19. To 
date, there have been nearly 
345,000 positive cases and 
2,954 deaths. There were 
2,104 people hospitalized as 
of Thursday, down from an 
all-time high set on Tuesday.

There were 1,626 new 
cases per 100,000 people 
in Wisconsin over the past 
two weeks, fifth in the coun-
try for new cases per capita.
from Johns Hopkins. 

Gov. Evers calls virus meeting with GOP leaders ‘productive’

Trump makes late-term bid to 
lower prescription drug costs
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President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the briefing room at the White 
House in Washington, Friday.
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KENOSHA, Wis. —A 
17-year-old from Illinois 
who is charged with killing 
two people during a pro-
test in Wisconsin and whose 
case has become a rallying 
cry for some conservatives 
posted $2 million bail Fri-
day and was released from 
custody.

Kyle Rittenhouse is 
accused of fatally shoot-
ing Joseph Rosenbaum 
and Anthony Huber and 
wounding Gaige Gross-
kreutz during a demon-
stration Aug. 25 that fol-
lowed the police shooting 
of Jacob Blake in Kenosha. 
He posted bond through his 
attorney at about 2 p.m.

Rittenhouse, of Antioch, 
Illinois, told police he was 
attacked while he was 
guarding a business and 
that he fired in self-defense.

He faces multiple 
charges, including inten-
tional homicide, reckless 
endangerment and being 
a minor in possession of a 
firearm. 

Wisconsin law doesn’t 
permit minors to carry or 
possess a gun unless they’re 
hunting. He is due back in 
court on Dec. 3 for a prelim-
inary hearing.

His case has taken on 

political overtones. Support-
ers of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement have painted 
Rittenhouse as a trig-
ger-happy white suprem-
acist. Conservatives upset 
over property destruction 
during recent protests have 
portrayed him as a patriot 
exercising his right to bear 
arms during unrest. 

A legal defense fund for 
him has attracted millions 
of dollars in donations, and 
his mother got a standing 
ovation from women at 
a Waukesha County GOP 
function in September.

Huber’s father, John 
Huber, asked Kenosha 
County Circuit Court Com-
missioner Loren Keat-
ing during a hearing Nov. 
2 to set Rittenhouse’s bail 
between $4 million and $10 
million. Huber said Ritten-
house thinks he’s above the 
law and noted the effort to 
raise money on his behalf. 
He also suggested militia 
groups would hide him from 
police if he were released.

Rittenhouse’s attorney, 
Mark Richards, asked for 
$750,000 bail.

Keating ultimately set 
bail at $2 million, saying 
Rittenhouse was a flight risk 
given the seriousness of the 
charges against him.

Illinois teen charged in protest 
slayings posts $2M bail
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ATLANTA —Georgia’s 
top elections official said 
Friday that he will certify 
that Joe Biden won the 
state’s presidential election 
after a hand tally stemming 
from a mandatory audit 
affirmed the Democrat’s 
lead over Republican Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The hand count affirmed 
Biden won by more than 
12,000 votes out of about 
5 million cast, according 
to data released by Raffen-
sperger’s office Thursday.

“Working as an engineer 
throughout my life, I live 
by the motto that numbers 
don’t lie,” Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger said 
during a news conference 
at the state Capitol. “As sec-
retary of state, I believe that 
the numbers that we have 
presented today are correct. 
The numbers reflect the 
verdict of the people, not a 
decision by the secretary of 
state’s office or of courts or 
of either campaign.”

State law requires Raffen-
sperger to certify the elec-
tion results by 5 p.m. Fri-
day. Then, Gov. Brian Kemp 
has until 5 p.m. Saturday to 
certify the state’s slate of 16 
presidential electors.

Kemp announced a news 
conference for Friday at 
5 p.m. The Republican gov-
ernor hasn’t stepped for-
ward to defend the integrity 
of this year’s elections amid 
attacks by Trump and other 
members of his own party, 
who claim without evi-
dence that the presidential 

vote in Georgia was tainted 
by fraud. Kemp has neither 
endorsed Trump’s fraud 
claims nor backed Raffen-
sperger in his assertion that 
the election was conducted 
fairly.

Raffensperger’s office 
stumbled earlier in the 
day when it prematurely 
announced the certifica-
tion while it was still unfin-
ished. Forty minutes later, a 
corrected news release was 
sent out saying that the 
results would be released 
later. The momentary slip 
was yet another moment 
of drama in a race that has 
been fraught with accusa-
tions.

Once Raffensperger cer-
tifies the results, Trump’s 
campaign will have two 
business days to request a 
recount since the margin is 
within 0.5%. That recount 
would be done using scan-
ning machines that read and 
tally the votes and would be 
paid for by the counties, the 
secretary of state’s office has 
said.

The hand tally stemmed 
from an audit required by 
a new state law and wasn’t 
in response to any sus-
pected problems with the 
state’s results or an official 
recount request. The audit 
was meant to confirm that 
the voting machines cor-
rectly tabulated the votes.

The hand count pro-
duced some slight differ-
ences from the previous 
machine tally, but no indi-
vidual county showed a 
variation in margin larger 
than 0.73%, and the varia-
tion in margin in 103 of the 
state’s 159 counties was less 

than 0.05%, the secretary 
of state’s office said. During 
the audit, several coun-
ties discovered previously 
uncounted ballots and were 
recertifying their results.

It is the totals certified by 
the counties, not the results 
of the hand tally, that will be 
certified by the state.

Raffensperger also said 
Friday that he plans to pro-
pose legislative changes 
aimed at increasing trust in 
the results, including allow-
ing state officials to inter-
vene in counties that have 
systemic problems in admin-
istering elections, requiring 
photo ID for absentee vot-
ing and adding stricter con-
trols to allow for challenges 
to voters who might not live 
where they say.

“These measures will 
improve the security of our 
elections, and that should 
lead to greater public trust,” 
he said.

Raffensperger, a self-de-
scribed “passionate conser-
vative,” has endured criti-
cism and insults from fel-
low Republicans—from the 
president to the chair of the 
state Republican Party—
over his handling of the 
election. He acknowledged 
their feelings on Friday.

“Like other Republicans, 
I’m disappointed our can-
didate didn’t win Georgia’s 
electoral vote. Close elec-
tions sow distrust. People 
feel their side was cheated,” 
he said.

But Raffensperger, as he 
had repeatedly done before, 
defended the integrity of the 
process and the results.

Georgia Secretary of State 
to certify election for Biden

By BARRY WILNER—AP Pro Football 

Writer

It’s difficult to sneak up 
on anybody in the NFL, 
given the attention the sport 
gets everywhere.

Yet the Indianapolis 
Colts have been something 
of a hidden secret at 6-3. If 
you’re surprised to see them 
tied with Tennessee atop the 
AFC South, it’s excusable.

After beating the Titans, 
should they handle one of 
the NFL’s elite teams, the 
Packers, on Sunday, well, 
evaluations of the Colts 
will change from outsider 
to contender.

“We enjoyed the heck out 

of that win (at Tennessee). 
We were all excited,” quar-
terback Philip Rivers says. 
“That was a big win, but at 
the same time we know you 
just have to keep pushing. I 
refer to it as ... it’s a week-
to-week league. It’s what are 
you doing this Sunday?

“As excited as we are to 
put ourselves in position 
here after nine games, we 
know that our best football 
needs to be ahead of us start-
ing this week.”

Green Bay (7-2) is solidly 
in control of the NFC North 
and in strong position to 
pursue the conference’s top 
seed and lone playoffs bye. 
The Packers have only one 

future opponent that cur-
rently has a winning record, 
the Titans.

Aaron Rodgers disre-
gards the upcoming sched-
ule.

“I think every game is a 
measuring stick, and there’s 
ways we can look at every 
aspect of our matchup and 
use it to our advantage 
when critiquing ourselves 
or coaching up certain 
things,” the outstanding 
Packers quarterback says. 
“Numbers are used to proj-
ect things, but they’re also 
a reflection of performance.

“I think every week in the 
NFL, it’s about winning and 
it’s about execution.”

Colts could go from outsider to 
contender by beating Packers

AP Photo
Green Bay Packers’ Aaron Rodgers talks to Jacksonville Jaguars’ Jake Luton after an NFL foot-
ball game Sunday, Nov. 15, in Green Bay. The Packers won 24-20.


