
VOL. 116       NO. 3   WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 ANTIGO, WISCONSIN $1.00 TWO SECTIONS     16 PAGES

New restaurant
Page 2, Section 1.

Ready for football?
Page 1, Section 2.

Absentee ballots
Page 4, Section 2.

More COVID reported
at Antigo schools

Masks required
until Nov. 21

Another paved stretch of trail
open to walkers, bicyclists

Fall color show getting underway

Military heroes treated to
weekend on the water

Address Box

Address Box

Monday kicked off homecoming week for Unified School District of Antigo stu-
dents. From left Brie Young, Jenna Czerneski and Heather Arlen are dressed up

in their “Grey’s Anatomy” attire. The week will culminate with Friday’s football
game against Rhinelander. (Contributed)

Fall colors will soon be on full display as shown in this file
photo of the Duncan Creek Dam in Chippewa Falls. The peak

season in the Antigo area is the first week of October, state offi-
cials said. (Contributed)

The extravaganza of colors in
Wisconsin’s forests is one show
that is undeterred by the pan-
demic. The annual display is
beginning now.

"The vibrant splashes of red
we’re seeing now in the
Northwoods are primarily red
maples that have been stressed
by high water tables in lowland
areas," said Colleen Matula,
forest silviculturist and ecolo-
gist with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources division of forestry.
"The colors in upland forests
are at about 10 percent of their
fall colors, so the annual color
showcase is just beginning."

Peak fall color usually occurs
in far northern Wisconsin dur-

ing the last week of September
and first week of October, with
peak color generally occurring
during mid-October in central
Wisconsin and during the lat-
ter half of October in southern
Wisconsin. The timing of the
color change varies by species.

According to the Department
of Tourism, the status of fall
colors in Antigo is 25 percent,
with the peak time estimated
to be the first week of October.

"Fall color predictions by the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) are based on mathe-
matical algorithms that factor
in historical leaf peak, temper-
atures, precipitation, leaf vol-

ume, health and day length,"
Matula said. "The intensity of
Wisconsin's fall color season is
dependent on the weather the
state receives during
September and October. To
have the most brilliant and
vibrant fall color display, a
series of fall days filled with
bright sunshine and cool, but
frost-free evenings are
required."

Wisconsin is blessed to have
the combination of tree species
and climatic conditions neces-
sary for vivid fall foliage.

"With a 17-million-acre for-
est resource in Wisconsin that
is increasing in volume each
year, fall color is one show that
must go on," Matula said.

By Kevin Passon

kpasson@antigojournal.com

The newest half-mile
paved section of
Springbrook Trail is com-
plete, just in time for res-
idents and visitors to
enjoy a fall stroll or bike
ride through the city.

“The new paved area is
directly east of the fair-
grounds,” said Sarah
Repp, director of the
Antigo Park, Recreation
and Cemetery
Department. “We hope to
have the final shoulder
work and fencing up by
the end of September or
early October.”

This new section is part
of a trail that runs just
over 2 miles, including an
1,800-foot boardwalk, tra-
versing the city from the
Fourth Avenue dam north
to Charlotte Court.

The section from the
Fourth Avenue dam to

Bikers Paul Grinde and Jeanette Salm met up with disc golf trail volunteers
Evan Stoiber and Jolene Estreen Sunday at the Springbrook Trail new bridge

just south of the fairgrounds. The half-mile paved section of the trail is the latest
segment to be completed. (Contributed)See Springbrook Page 7

ANTIGO STATISTICS
Maximum yesterday 78
Minimum last night 49
Maximum year ago 68
Sunset today: 6:53 p.m.
Sunrise: 6:47 a.m.

Antigo: Mostly cloudy
this evening with a
chance of showers, low
around 54.

Thursday: Showers
likely and possibly a
thunderstorm, high near
67. Mostly cloudy in the
evening, low around 53. 

Friday: Partly sunny,
high near 73. Mostly
cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of showers, low
around 56. 

Saturday: Mostly
cloudy with a chance of
showers in the afternoon,
high near 68. Mostly
cloudy in the evening,
with a chance of showers,
low around 47.

Extended forecast:
Mostly sunny on Sunday,
high near 64,  low around
43. 

by Brandon Kieper

bkieper@antigojournal.com

The Eagle River area
plays host this weekend
to an event that honors
some of America’s truly
great heroes.

The Wounded Warriors
in Action (WWIA), a
national foundation, will
hold its sixth annual
Eagle River Muskie Chal-
Lunge on the Eagle River
chain of lakes this week-
end.

The WWIA provides
all-expense paid world
class outdoor sporting

United States Army Vietnam Veteran John
Watterson casts his line alongside television fishing

host Joe Bucher during last year’s Eagle River
Muskie Chal-Lunge. (Wounded Warriors in Action)See Warriors Page 7

By Kevin Passon

kpasson@antigojournal.com

More students and staff
have reportedly been
exposed to the COVID-19
coronavirus, this time at
East Elementary School.

Darlaen Jansen, school
nurse, said one positive
case was identified, which
impacts three classes at
two schools. Again, the

parents were notified by
the principals of the
schools, as well as receiv-
ing a letter from the
Langlade County Health
Department and principal
of the students’ school.

“Because the specific
schools opened their
doors using cohorts, there
were 27 families impacted
by the virus, as well as six
staff members who share

classroom responsibili-
ties,” Jansen said. “All
other students within the
school were not consid-
ered to be close contacts
to a positive case; there-
fore, all other families
may be confident in know-
ing it is safe for the rest of
the students to return to
in person instruction.”

Cohorting forms groups

See COVID Page 7

MADISON (AP) —
Faced with soaring coron-
avirus cases across
Wisconsin, particularly
on college campuses, Gov.
Tony Evers on Tuesday
extended a statewide
mask mandate until Nov.
21.

The order, which has
been in effect since
August, was scheduled to
expire Monday. Evers
extended the order even
as his authority to issue
the mandate is being
challenged by conserva-
tives in court. 

"We are seeing an
alarming increase in
cases across our state,
especially on campus,"
Evers said in announcing
the extension. "We need
folks to start taking this
seriously, and young peo-
ple especially — please
stay home as much as you
are able, skip heading to
the bars, and wear a
mask whenever you go
out. We need your help to

stop the spread of this
virus, and we all have to
do this together."

Wisconsin's COVID-19
cases have been soaring,
and the state now ranks
third in the country for
new cases per capita. A
month ago, Wisconsin
ranked 26th. Over the
past two weeks, the
rolling average number of
daily new cases has gone
up by 912, an increase of
nearly 104%. There were
357 new cases per
100,000 people in
Wisconsin over the past
two weeks.

In total, nearly 102,500
people have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 in
Wisconsin and there have
been 1,244 deaths,
according to the state
Department of Health
Services.

The Langlade County
Health Department
reports 137 positive tests
for the coronavirus. The
department’s online dash-

board information was
last updated at 8 a.m.
Tuesday.

Test results are report-
ed based upon county res-
idency not where people
travel or work.

Other results show
total tests administered,
3,313; negative tests
results (by individual),
3,174; pending test
results, 61; active cases,
43; recovered cases, 92;
and deaths: 2.

Despite the surge of
cases on University of
Wisconsin campuses,
Evers has stood by uni-
versity leaders' decision
to open dorms and allow
in-person instruction. But
as the virus spread quick-
ly among students, cam-
puses across the state
have had to quarantine
dorms, fraternity and
sorority houses, and tem-
porarily shift to online-
only classes.

At the flagship

See Masks Page 7


