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Today: Sunny. Highs 
zero to 5 above. Northwest 
wind 10 to 15 mph. Wind 
chills to 40 below zero.

Tonight: Cold. Clear in 
the evening then becom-
ing partly cloudy. Lows 
10 below to 15 below zero. 
Light and variable wind.

Tuesday: Not as cold. 
Partly sunny. Highs in the 
lower 20s. Southwest wind 
10 to 15 mph. Lowest wind 
chill readings to 30 below 
zero in the morning.

Tuesday night: Not as 
cold. Mostly cloudy. Lows 
10 to 15. West wind 10 to 15 
mph.

We d n e s d a y  a n d 

Wednesday night: Mostly 
cloudy. Highs in the upper 
20s. Lows 10 to 15.

Thursday: Partly sunny. 
Highs in the upper 20s.

Thursday night: Mostly 
cloudy. Lows in the middle 
teens.

Sunset: 4:36 p.m.
Sunrise Tuesday: 7:31 

a.m.
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Animal bridges?
Deer cause more than 16,000 

car crashes ear year in the state. 

Can bridges and tunnels reduce 

that number? Page 7A

Winners all around
It was a successful weekend for 

Red Robin sports – wrestling, 

basketball and hockey all ended 

up in the win column. Page 1B

WEATHER FORECAST

By Kevin Passon

kpasson@antigojournal.com

If you’ve spent any 
time in or around White 
Lake or the town of Wolf 
River, you’ve proba-
bly come across Danna 
DeHart-Emerich. Involved 
with the community, the 
school and the medical 
profession, she always has 
something going on.

Now, it’s time to help 
her.

At the beginning of 
November, Emerich was 
diagnosed with stage 4 
stomach cancer. Because it 
has spread, surgery is not 
an option, nor is radiation. 
Emerich, 52, is currently 

undergoing chemother-
apy.

“Danna is unable to 
work, and the bills don’t 
stop just because you are 
sick,” said Amanda Hatch, 
one of the organizers of a 
fundraiser to help Emer-
ich. “Danna is very loved 
by the community. Her 
family can use all of the 
help they can get.”

A fundraiser to help 
Emerich and her family 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday at the Wolf 
River Town Hall, N4393 
Blue Goose Drive, White 
Lake.

The benefit will have 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Fundraiser 
planned to benefit 

woman with 
stomach cancer

Contributed
Danna DeHart-Emerich is in the fight of her life as she battles 
stage 4 stomach cancer. A benefit to help and her family will 
be held Saturday at the Wolf River Town Hall.

By John Liesveld

jliesveld@antigojournal.com

The Langlade County Fire Inves-
tigation team provided informa-
tion regarding the cause of the early 
morning fire on Dec. 19, 2021, that 
resulted in the complete loss of 
Rick’s 45 Roadhouse, just north of 
Antigo.

Investigators can now offer 
answers into how and where that 
fire first ignited. However, as sci-
ence is never 100%, Antigo Police 
Capt. Dan Duley cannot pinpoint 
the precise cause of the fire with 
absolute certainty. He can only say 
with a relatively high probability 
how it started.

Along side his role at the police 
department, Duley also serves as a 
member of the county’s Fire Investi-
gation Team.

As to the question of where it 
started, the evidence reveals a much 
clearer picture.

Duley said the origin of the fire 
appeared to be on the northeast 
corner of the building, in a separate 
structure known as the ‘smoking 
room.’ Further, evidence also reveals 
the fire was accidental in nature. 
Rick’s 45 patrons would utilize that 
smoking room as its name implies.

When it comes to cause, the nee-
dle of evidence points in one general 
direction, leading investigators to a 
fairly confident conclusion.

“It looks like it was related to 
smoking materials,” Duley said. “It’s 
one of those things that I can’t rule 
out at this point. And there is no 
other direct cause that I have found 
in the structure.”

The fire began in the early hours 
on a Sunday morning. Sometime 

between 1 a.m. and 3:30 a.m., the 
initial fire call paged Town of Antigo 
Fire Chief Eric Borchert and his fire-
fighting team.

By the time co-owners Bonnie 
Paiser and Michael Theine arrived 
on-scene (around 4 a.m.) the furious 
and uninhibited tetrahedral chemi-
cal reaction of fuel, oxygen and heat 
had engulfed a large portion of the 
business, despite fire crew attempts 
to save it.

Ultimately, the fire stole away a 
long-standing niche known for—
among other things—its “incred-
ible burgers.” Rick’s 45 Road-
house served as a gathering place 
for local residents seeking the fes-
tive ambiance of distinctive decor, 
pizzas, spirits and camaraderie. 
It also served as a destination for 

Precise cause of bar fire unknown

By Rachel DeHart

rdehart@antigojournal.com

Tim Tauer is retiring 
from the United States 
Postal Service on Thurs-
day, after serving the 
Antigo community for 37 
1/2 years.

On Sept. 1, 1984, he 
began his employment 
at the Antigo Post Office. 
Early on, he worked as 
a clerk, but most of his 
career was spent as a city 
carrier. He’s had the same 
route, near City Park, for 
the last 27 years.

He enjoyed working 
outside but especially serv-
ing and getting to know 
the many customers on 

his routes over the years. 
He cared deeply for many 
of the people he deliv-
ered mail to and often felt 
responsible for checking 
in on them to make sure 
all was well.

Tauer is a veteran, hav-
ing served in the Marine 
Corps at the end of the 
Vietnam era. He has also 
worked as a WIAA official 
for 20-plus years, officiat-
ing football, basketball, 
softball and baseball, and 
plans to continue with this 
during retirement. He also 
plans to spend more time 
with his five grandsons, as 
well as hunting, fishing, 
volunteering and travel-
ing.

Mail carrier retires 
from his route after 

37-plus years

Contributed 
Tim Tauer is retiring form the U.S. Postal Service on Thurs-
day, bringing and end to a 37-year career.

Shoeboxes of love

Rachel DeHart
Jillian McCarthy children and community outreach education coordinator at AVAIL in Antigo, picked up all the Shoeboxes 
of Love from local 4-H groups. Numerous 4-H members and families helped make Christmas special again this year by col-
lecting a variety of items for AVAIL. Hygiene products, cleaning supplies, Christmas gifts and many other items were col-
lected. 4-H members collected more then 20 shoeboxes this December. Front row, from left, are Connie Schuessler, 4-H 
volunteer; Naveah Mosher, 4-H member; Kaiden Mosher, 4-H member; Luke Gregerson, 4-H member; and Ginny Gregerson, 
4-H mom. Back row, from left, are Stephanie Loderbauer, Langlade County Extension lead program assistant; Sally Hull, 
4-H volunteer; McCarthy; Grace Schuessler, 4-H member; and Holly Luerssen, 4-H Langlade and Lincoln County educator.

See Benefit Page 8A

See Fire Page 8A


