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AP-NORC poll: Many
won't return to gym or dining
out

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Much of the country remains
unlikely to venture out to
bars, restaurants, theaters or
gyms anytime soon, despite
state and local officials across
the country increasingly
allowing businesses to
reopen, according to a new

survey by The Associated
Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research.

That hesitancy in the wake
of the coronavirus outbreak
could muffle any recovery
from what has been the
sharpest and swiftest eco-
nomic downturn in U.S. his-
tory. Just 42% of those who
went to concerts, movies, the-
aters or sporting events at

least monthly before the out-
break say they'd do so in the
next few weeks if they could.
Only about half of those who
regularly went to restau-
rants, exercised at the gym or
traveled would feel comfort-
able doing so again. 

About a quarter of
Americans say someone in
their household has lost a job
amid that downturn, and
about half have lost house-
hold income, including lay-
offs, pay cuts, cut hours or
unpaid time off. The majority
of those whose household suf-
fered a layoff still believe
they will return to their pre-
vious employer, but the share
expecting their job will not
return has risen slightly over
the past month, to 30% from
20%.

Amber Van Den Berge, a
teacher in Indiana, held off
on immediately returning to
her second job as a fitness
instructor. She would need to
pass a test for COVID-19, get
her temperature checked
each morning and lead class
while wearing a protective
mask.

"Wear a mask to teach a
fitness class? I'm not ready
for that," said Van Den
Berge, 39.

The speed and strength of
any economic rebound could
be thwarted because many
fear the risk of new infec-
tions. 

Calendar of

events

SCHOOL FOREST—This Antigo Daily

Journal file photo shows a student excurison

into the school forest at Lake Noboken. The

board of education Tuesday may transfer suf-

ficient funds to allow construction of the new

learning center at the site to get underway

after several years of planning and fund-rais-

ing.

In this July 4, 2019, file photo, an American Flag is unfurled in the outfield during the

playing of the National Anthem before the start a baseball game between the Chicago

White Sox and the Detroit Tigers in Chicago.

NEW YORK (AP) — The baseball play-
ers' association gave management a wide-
ranging response Thursday to a 67-page
proposed set of protocols for a season to be
played during the coronavirus pandemic.

Management had presented the union
and the 30 teams the proposed draft last
Friday.

The union said Thursday it addressed:
protections for high-risk players, access to
pre- and postgame therapies, testing fre-
quency, protocols for positive tests, in-stadi-
um medical personnel and sanitization pro-
cedures.

Players viewed many of the concepts in
the original draft as over-the-top, such as
arriving in uniform at the ballparks, a pro-
hibition on them leaving hotels without
team permission and a ban on guests other
than immediate family members. Players
also objected to a ban on the use of showers
and hydrotherapy.

The union wants more frequent testing
than management's proposed "multiple
times per week."

MLB is expected to make an economic
proposal to the union within a few days.
MLB hopes to start the season by early
July.

Baseball players respond to MLB on
virus protocolsNEW YORK (AP) — The
baseball players' association gave manage-
ment a wide-ranging response Thursday to
a 67-page proposed set of protocols for a
season to be played during the coronavirus
pandemic.

Management had presented the union
and the 30 teams the proposed draft last
Friday.

The union said Thursday it addressed:
protections for high-risk players, access to
pre- and postgame therapies, testing fre-
quency, protocols for positive tests, in-stadi-
um medical personnel and sanitization pro-
cedures.

Players viewed many of the concepts in
the original draft as over-the-top, such as
arriving in uniform at the ballparks, a pro-
hibition on them leaving hotels without
team permission and a ban on guests other
than immediate family members. 

Wisconsin State Parks are adjusting operations. 
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The Antigo school board is
expected to approve two key
transfer of funds, pushing
the process forward for con-
struction of the new Noboken
School Forest learning cen-
ter.

The board will convene on
Tuesday at 6 p.m., headquar-
tered in the administration
office on Dorr Street.

Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, board
members will be participat-
ing remotely. Members of the
public wishing to participate
should contact administra-
tive secretary Mary Kaye
Pregler at
mkpregler@antigoschools.org
.Leading the agenda will be
the transfer of $75,000 from
timber sale revenues and up
to $75,000 from the general
fund to the Noboken
Environmental Center build-
ing project.

In January, the board
voted unanimously to spend
up to $550,000 in donated
funds to construct the center,
awarding the project to low
bidder Schwanz Custom
Homes, LLC.

Schwanz’s bid— which
includes work by subcontrac-
tors Heinzen Excavating,
Elite Plus Plumbing, Van
Ooyen’s J & D Electric,
Superior Heating and
Cooling and Heinzen
Plumbing and Heating—
came in at $708,000.

At that time, Director of
Business Services Tim
Prunty and project coordina-
tor Mike Werdeo told the
board that any work above
the $550,000 initially
approved will come back to
the panel for action. More
fund-raising, plus taking a
sharpened pencil to the bid,
may allow work to be com-
pleted this summer, they
said.

The center will be built
north of Antigo just off of
Highway J at Noboken Lake.

Much larger than original-
ly envisioned, the lodge will
have electricity, full rest-
rooms, a kitchen and three
large classrooms. The goal is
to comfortably accommodate
large groups of students for
direct hands-on environmen-
tal education.

Project organizers have
stressed the many education-
al offerings the expanded
facility will allow, including
physical fitness and environ-
mental education as well as
increased exposure to the for-
est products industry, a
major employer in the north-
woods.

In a related matter, the
board is expected to approve
$900 in donations earmarked
for the project. They come
from Merry’s Berries, $700;
and the bbJack’s Eat-Life-
You-Care monthly fund-rais-
ing program, $200.

In personnel matters, the
board will accept the resigna-
tion of physical education
teacher Scott Farmer, who
has taken the position of ath-
letic director for the New
Richmond school district.

Farmer led the Antigo Red
Robins baseball squad to its

first state championship a
year ago. He is leaving after
24 years with the district,
stressing in his letter of res-
ignation that “it has been a
privilege to work for you.”

Also submitting letters of
resignation are Katherine
Raab, language arts, who is
retiring after 30 years of
teaching; Heather Bakke
Sweeney, elementary school
guidance; Timothy Bosman,
technology education instruc-
tor; and Melissa
Dziondziakowski, instruc-
tional assistant.

The board is expected to
fill positions for West
Elementary first and third
grade; North Elementary
kindergarten; and Middle
School fourth and fifth grade.

The board will also:
—authorize the aquatic

center board to make the
decision to re-open to the
community.

—act on up to $300,000 in
technology purchases includ-
ing 180 iPads and 260
Chromebooks.

—and ink four-year-old
kindergarten agreements
with All Saints Catholic
School and Head Start.

Noboken school forest
project may get boost

For more community event
information visit: www.anti-

go-city.org/events
Monday, May, 25
MEMORIAL DAY

9 a.m. Antigo Memorial
Day parade, starting at The
Bay at East View to the
Langlade County
Courthouse, where service be
held.

10 a.m. Upham/Summit
Lake Memorial Day parade,
starting at Upham town hall
to Summit Lake cemetery
where service will follow

11:30 a.m. Elcho Memorial
Day parade, starting at
United Church of Christ and
proceeding to Elcho cemetery
where services will be held.

Tuesday, May, 26
3 p.m. Langlade County

Water and Land Planning
meeting, Eau Claire River
room, Resource Center, also
via telephone. 

MILWAUKEE (AP) —
Harley-Davidson Inc. is
resuming production at its
U.S. manufacturing plants
after suspending production
for about two months. 

The Milwaukee-based
motorcycle company shut
down production in March
after an employee at its facto-
ry in Menomonee Falls,
Wisconsin, tested positive for
the coronavirus. Harley-

Davidson also saw motorcy-
cle sales drop in the econom-
ic fallout from COVID-19, the
disease caused by the virus.

The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reports the
Wisconsin factory where the
worker tested positive for the
coronavirus is expected to
return to full staffing after
Memorial Day weekend. The
engine and drivetrain facility
employs about 1,000 people. 

In accordance with public
health guidelines and safety
recommendations, the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources is modify-
ing current operations to
maintain the safest environ-
ment for visitors and staff.

Beginning Saturday, all
Wisconsin state park system
properties will return to reg-
ular operating hours of 6 a.m.
to 11 p.m. seven days a week.
Properties will no longer be
closed Wednesdays.

In addition, a limited num-
ber of day-use area restrooms
at park properties will
reopen for public use begin-
ning Wednesday, June 3.
Visitors are reminded to plan
ahead as well as bring hand
sanitizer in the event it is not
available at facilities.

All group, family and
indoor group campsites will
remain closed through June
7. All events and shelter
reservations will also be can-
celed through June 7. Permit
and reservation holders will
be contacted and provided a
full refund. The status of
events, reservations and
camping after June 7 is cur-

rently under review.
Rock Island State Park is

closed to all use, including
camping, until July 1.
According to the ferry opera-
tor, ferry service to and from
the island is on hold until
further notice due to high
lake levels and pending
guidelines for both State
Park and vessel operations
during the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

The following properties
will remain closed for the
health and safety of the pub-
lic, staff, and property
integrity:

* Dells of The Wisconsin
River State Natural Area

* Gibraltar Rock State
Natural Area

* Parfrey's Glen state
Natural area

* Pewits Nest state
Natural area

The priority continues to
be the safety and health of
our visitors and staff and we
still ask the public to contin-
ue recreating responsibly
close to home, practicing
social distancing, frequently
washing their hands, and
only traveling for necessity.
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