
By JENNY HIGGINS
MANAGING EDITOR

Zachary Rosenboom has been hired as the 
new Summerland 7-12 principal for the 2023-
24 school year.

The Summerland School Board 
unanimously voted to approve Rosenboom’s 
hiring at their regular board meeting on 
Wednesday night. He will replace Greg 
Appleby, who announced his plans to retire at 
the end of the current school year.

“Summerland is excited to welcome 
the Rosenbooms to the Bobcat family,” 
Summerland Supt. Kyle Finke said.

Rosenboom currently serves as a social 
studies teacher at Tekamah-Herman Schools, 
a position he has held since 2014.

“The last three years, Mr. Rosenboom has 
also handled the activities director duties, 

in addition to his teaching duties,” Finke 
said. “Prior to T-H, Mr. Rosenboom began 
his educational career at Dorchester Public 
School as a social science teacher and coach.” 

Rosenboom graduated from Oakland-Craig 
High School before earning his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Midland University. 
During his undergraduate years, he was a 
three-year starter for the Warrior basketball 
team. Throughout Rosenboom’s teaching 
career he has also coached various levels of 
football, basketball and track and fi eld. 

He and Tori, his wife of six years, have 
two boys: Morgan, 4, and Collin, 1. Tori is 
originally from Callaway and is currently a 
radiologic technologist at Nebraska Medicine 
in Omaha. 

In other matters, the Summerland board:

•Took the oath of offi  ce and discussed 

board offi  ces and committees. Steve Thiele 
was elected board president, Nate Schwager 
vice president, Austin Twibell secretary and 
Jeremy Wagner treasurer. Board members 
were selected for the following committees: 
Americanism: Austin Twibell, Jeremy Wagner, 
Scott Thiele Finance/Negotiations: Steve 
Thiele, Nate Schwager, Ed Nordby Building, 
Grounds and Transportation: Austin Twibell, 
Jeremy Wagner, Scott Thiele.

�Approved Sally Finch as recording 
secretary and KSB School Law as the school’s 
attorney.

�Selected the Antelope County News, 
Summerland Advocate & Messenger and the 
Norfolk Daily News as newspapers.

�Approved the following depositories: Bank 
of Orchard, Cornerstone Bank, Ewing Bank 
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Legals in this issue
• Summerland Public School
• Village of Orchard
• Antelope County Semi Annual 
Report
• Liquor License Renewal
• Antelope County Ag Society
• Antelope County Commissioners

Look For Legals on Page 2B
This newspaper is a legal publication for 

Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, Page, 
Royal, Brunswick, Ewing and Oakdale; City 
of Neligh; Summerland School; Neligh-
Oakdale School; Elkhorn Valley School, 
Upper Elkhorn NRD; NCPPD and the State 
of Nebraska.
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Clearwater 
man appears 
on charge of 
sexual assault
By JENNY HIGGINS
MANAGING EDITOR

A Clearwater man charged with 
sexual assault and an Orchard woman 
facing four felonies made their fi rst 
appearances in Antelope County Court 
last week.

Michael Mueller, 26, of Clearwater, 
who has been charged with fi rst 
degree sexual assault, a class 2 felony, 
appeared with his attorney Marty Klein. 
Judge Donna Farrel Taylor advised him 
that the felony charge carries a penalty 
of up to 50 years in prison with a 
minimum of one year. Klein requested 
a preliminary hearing for his client and 
it was scheduled for Feb. 1. 

Mueller had already posted bond, 
which had been set in the amount of 10 
percent of $250,000. 

According to court records, the 
charge stems from an incident in which 
Mueller allegedly subjected a minor, 
between the ages of 12 and 16 years 
old, to sexual penetration in December 
2022.

The case against Morgan Anson, 
24, of Orchard was unable to proceed 
Wednesday after she tested positive 
for methamphetamine before her court 
appearance. 

“You’re testing positive today, so it’s 
diffi  cult to move forward because I have 
to make a fi nding that it was freely, 
intelligently and voluntarily made,” the 
judge said.

Deputy county attorney Joe Smith 
motioned to revoke her bond due to 
the positive drug test, since it was a 
violation of her bond conditions. 

“She’s also pregnant,” he said. “She’s 
been warned several times by me and 
the sheriff .”

Smith called Sheriff  Bob Moore 
to the stand to testify about multiple 
positive drug tests since her release 
on bond. Moore said the fi rst day of 
Anson’s bond was Dec. 21, 2022, and 
she had tested positive at least 17 times 
since then.

“Since testing began, it has been 
positive for THC over a dozen times and 
was positive for methamphetamine in 
the beginning and came back positive 
again later,” he said. “I don’t know how 
many times I kept reiterating to her 
how important it was, and we discussed 
her pregnancy and the importance of 
protecting the little one she has inside 
her too.”

Anson’s court-appointed attorney 
Pat Carney said his client had taken a 
drug and alcohol evaluation and was 
waiting for an opening at Sunrise Place 
in Norfolk. 

“I want the court to keep that in 
mind, so if she can get the treatment, 
I want her to do that,” Carney said. “If 
the court is going to revoke her bond, I 
ask that she be able to go to a treatment 
facility if a spot opens up.”

The judge revoked Anson’s bond and 
remanded her custody to the sheriff . 

“You may go directly to the treatment 
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O-Town Open set
The second annual O-Town Open 
putt-pull golf competition will be 
Saturday, Feb. 18, in Orchard. It’s 
$50 for a four-person team (21-and-
older) who will stop at participating 
businesses in Orchard for putt-putt. 
Check in is from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at 
the Orchard Community Center. 
Golf begins at 6:30 p.m. There will 
be awards and a meal afterward 
for participants at the community 
center, as well as entertainment by 
Dave Merkel at 9 p.m.

Summerland hires new high school principal

— See ASSAULT, page 3
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About 10-12 inches of snow fell in Antelope County on Wednesday, leaving lots of digging out on Thursday – including at Neigh Faith Community 
Church. Scott and Megan Jacob’s children  — Zandra, Walker,  Addyson and Cooper — spent several hours shoveling snow at the church. In 
the photos below, Ron Carlson snow blows the alley off 5th Street, and Craig Heckert pushes snow at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.

— See PRINCIPAL, page 3

Sunday
  High 7
  Low: -4
  Precip 24%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 17
  Precip: 12%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: -2
  Precip: 67%

Zachery Rosenboom

Diggin’ Out

Neligh 150th meeting
Neligh’s 150th birthday bash 
committee is hosting a meeting 
Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. in the 
Neligh American Legion. The public 
is encouraged to attend.

Drive-thru closing
Starting January 25, Pinnacle 
Bank’s drive-thru location in Neligh 
will temporarily close each day from 
11 a.m. to noon. Customers are 
asked to visit the main lobby at 324 
Main St. for assistance during this 
time. 

CONFERENCE

NVC Tournament
The Niobrara Valley Conference 
basketball tournament will begin 
Saturday, Jan. 28, for both boys 
and girls teams. In girls action, 
EPPJ  earned the No. 2 seed and 
plays Tuesday at Niobrara, and 
Summerland is No. 4 and plays 
Tuesday at St. Mary’s. No. 5 
Elkhorn Valley and No. 12 Neligh-
Oakdale will play each other at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday in Tilden. In boys 
action, Elkhorn Valley earned the 
second seed and Summerland third. 
Both play Monday at Elkhorn Valley. 
EPPJ is the fi fth seed and hosts No. 
12 Niobrara-Verdigre on Saturday 
at 6:30 p.m. No. 10 Neligh-Oakdale 
will take on No. 7 West Holt at 
Tilden at 3:30 p.m. Saturday.


