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The doors may be locked, but there’s plenty 
of work still going on at the Antelope County 
Courthouse.

As of last Thursday, the Antelope County 
Courthouse is now open only by appointment 
as offi  cials comply with the state mandated limit 
of 10 people per room due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

During an emergency meeting at the 
courthouse on Wednesday afternoon, 
commissioners discussed ways to follow the 
social distancing rules in an attempt to keep 
employees and the public safe. Commissioners 
attending were Chairman Charlie Henery, Vice 
Chairwoman Regina Krebs, Carolyn Pedersen 
and Dean Smith. Eli Jacob was absent.

Church 8
Classifi eds 5B
Clearwater 4
Ewing 4
Legals 3, 7, 9
Neligh 4

Obituaries 2B
Opinion 2
Orchard 5
Puzzles 2
Sports 1B
Tilden 10

Volume 119, No. 15
2 Sections,  16 Pages

Complete Forecast, 

AntelopeCountyNews.com/Weather

WEEKEND WEATHER

PUBLIC NOTICES

Antelope 

County News
Antelope 
County News

T
H

EOrchard News Awarded Top Weekly Newspaper By 
Nebraska Press Association In 2018 & 2019

AntelopeAntelopeAntelopeAntelopeAntelopeAntelopeAntelope
CHECK YOUR EXPIRATION DATE 

ABOVE YOUR ADDRESS

AntelopeCountyNews.com$1.00 Per Copy  Wednesday, March 25, 2020 Facebook & Instagram
@AntelopeCountyNews

Sunday
  High 59
  Low: 33
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 48
  Low: 39
  Precip: 20%

Saturday
  High 45
  Low: 35
  Precip: 100%

Courthouse open 
by appointment 
only due to virus

NELIGH Nearly all schools close for the year
By JENNY HIGGINS

news@myantelopecountynews.com

In an unprecedented move, 
nearly every school in the Antelope 
County News coverage area has 
closed its doors for the rest of the 
year.

Neligh-Oakdale, Orchard, 
Clearwater, Ewing and Elkhorn 
Valley each announced on Monday 
that they will follow the directive 
of the governor, several health 
departments and the local service 
unit and close their doors for the 
reminder of the year due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

The schools in Elgin are taking 

a diff erent route with one closing 
until Myh and the other waiting 
a little longer before making a 
decision. 

Elgin Public students took all 
books, laptops, ipads, and school 
supplies home with them on 
March 16. Superintendent Dan 
Polk said teachers reported to 
school on Tuesday and Wednesday 
to prepare the virtual or distant 
learning lessons for grades 7-12 
and homework packets for lower 
elementary students.  

Each Monday, homework 
packets are delivered to the homes 
of Grades PK thru 6th using a drop 

box outside their front door.  Any 
homework completed can be put 
in their drop box and drivers will 
pick that up and bring it back to the 
school. Grades 7-12 submit their 
homework electronically.

After the school building closed 
on March 16, students at Pope John 
and St. Boniface were told that 
digital learning would continue 
and were asked to check their email 
every day.

 Teachers plan to post 
assignments on Google Classroom 
for students in grades 3-12 to 
complete and submit.  

 “This is not a ‘closing of school’ 

or an extended Spring Break. This 
is a time of learning in this 4th 
quarter of the year,” Principal 
Betty Getzfred said. “We will not be 
having school in the summer.”

 She said this means seniors need 
to complete their fourth quarter 
requirements in order to receive 
their diplomas. 

While most of the schools 
were only utilizing activities as 
enrichment during the break, the 
schools are now evaluating how to 
proceed with graded assignments 
for students.  
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Easter egg hunt
This year, the Neligh Young 
Men’s Club is changing the way 
they host their annual Easter 
Egg Hunt. Those who live within 
the Neligh city limits may call 
the NYMC, and members will 
scatter eggs in your yard for you. 
Weather permitting, the personal 
egg hunts will take place on 
April 5. Please contact Adam 
Mortensen at 402-750-8666 with 
your name and address by April 
3.

Blood drives set
Upcoming American Red Cross 
Blood Drive in the area are:
Wednesday, March 25 - Ewing 
United Methodist-Presbyterian 
Church, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 6 - Neligh 
American Legion Hall, 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

ANTELOPE COUNTY

Benefi t auction set
The deadline to enroll for 4-H is 
April 1. Enroll online at: https://
ne.4honline.com/ Those who 
need help may contact the 
Antelope County Extension 
Offi ce at 402-887-5414.

ORCHARD

Rusk Street closed
Beginning Tuesday, March 24, 
the Village of Orchard will be 
closing Rusk Street from Hwy 20 
to 1st Street for repairs. If you 
have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the offi ce at 402-
893-3811. 

Legals in this issue
� Estates & Organizations
• NCPPD, notice
� Antelope County election
• Unifi ed District, minutes & bills
� Antelope County, minutes
� Ewing school, minutes & bills

Look For Legals on Pages 3, 7 & 9
This newspaper is a legal publication for 

Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, Royal, 
Brunswick, Clearwater, Ewing and Oakdale; 
City of Neligh; Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; 
Orchard, Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and 
Ewing Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.

- Please see EXCHANGE,  page 6

Madleen 
Reipen (third 
from the 
right) is seen 
with the Brian 
and Lindsay 
Switzer family 
before she 
returned 
home to 
Germany, 
ending her 
foreign 
exchange 
student 
experience 
early due 
to the 
coronoavirus.

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

This wasn’t how she wanted her school year in 
America to end. 

Madleen Reipen, a foreign exchange student at 
Orchard Public School, was sent back to Germany 
on Monday amid concerns over the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

When the notifi cation came via an email on 
Thursday, 16-year-old Maddy was devastated by 
the news.

“I was very sad,” she said. “I cried all day.”

Maddy said the email from EF, her foreign 

exchange program, didn’t come as a complete 
shock, however.

“I was kind of expecting it because, a week 
before, we got emails which said we could decide if 
we wanted to go back or not. So, it was kind of our 
decision — at fi rst,” she said. 

At that time, it was up to her whether or not she 
wanted to return to Germany.

“My dad said it was my own decision if I wanted 
to go back because it was worse there anyway, 
so I would’ve been safer here probably, also with 
traveling through all these airports,” Maddy said. 

Orchard exchange student forced 
to return home early due to outbreak
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No COVID-19 
cases reported 
yet in county

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Antelope County’s COVID-19 column 
remains empty. 

As of Tuesday night, there were  no confi rmed 
cases of COVID-19, according to Antelope 
Memorial Hospital CEO Diane Carlin.

“None,” Carlin said. “We have no confi rmed 
cases at this time. As a state there are currently 
52, according to the CDC, but none are in 
Antelope County.”

According to the Nebraska Department 
Health of Human Services, all local health 
departments involved have initiated close 
contact investigations to identify people who 
came into close contact to help prevent further 
spread. All identifi ed close contacts will self-
quarantine and be actively monitored twice 
daily by public health offi  cials for fever and 
respiratory symptoms.

For more details regarding 
each school, turn to the 
following pages:

Neligh-Oakdale 
Page 4

Orchard 
Page 5
Ewing 
Page 5

Clearwater   
Page 5

Elkhorn Valley 
Page 10
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Creative visits feel like 
‘a hug for your soul’

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

As Mavis Johnson reached 
her hand to the window, the 
smile on her face sent a breath 
of warmth through the glass 
toward Niki Moore and her 
three kids.

Standing outside of The 
Willows Assisted Living on 
Monday afternoon, the Elgin 
family wanted Johnson to know 
— and to see for herself — just 
how much they care, even if 
the COVID-19 outbreak has 
restricted visitors to the Neligh 
facility.

“It was like a warm, fuzzy hug. 
It’s like a hug for your soul,” 
Moore said. “She had called and 
said she was really lonesome 
and missed everyone so much, 
so she was really surprised to 
see us.”

Like many others, Moore and 
her children visited The Willows 
several times a week until it 
became too much of a health 
risk. Thanks to technology, they 
can see one another via Facebook 
video chat. But Johnson was still 
missing the face-to-face contact, 
especially with Moore’s young 
children. 

As Johnson looked out the 
window on Monday afternoon, 
she couldn’t hide her emotions 
as she watched Kami, Mikaiah 
and Zekkious run toward the 
window.

“It brought her to tears at 

PHOTO BY CARRIE PITZER

Mavis Johnson, reaches her hand out to “touch” Kami and Mikaiah, children of Niki Moore, 
on Monday afternoon. A resident of The Willows Assisted Living, Johnson is able to talk on 
the phone and see her visitors outside the window. In the photo at left, Mary Anne Borer 
FaceTimes her daughter, Anne Knust.

- Please see HUG,  page 3

Food pantry closed
The Antelope County Food 
Pantry will be closed during the 
month of April. 

Membership renewals
Although the Golden Prairie 
Chapter Pheasants Forever 
Banquet in Neligh has been 
postponed, the chapter offi cers 
would like to remind the public 
that membership renewals are 
due by June 1, 2020. Current 
and new members are asked to 
visit www.goldenprairiepf.org.

VIEW FULL BRACKET
Page 1B


