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Concerns with termites, bats 
and mold have left an uncertain 
future for the Brunswick Library.

The library, which has 
been housed in the Brunswick 
Auditorium Building, was the main 
topic of discussion at a Brunswick 
Board of Trustees meeting last 
month. The next meeting is set for 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m.  

Chris Twibell said a contractor 
gave him a rough estimate of 
$15,000 to $20,000 for demolition 
of the building. A controlled burn 
by the state fi re marshal was also 
suggested as a possible option.

Several people expressed the 
desire to keep the building, but 
trustees were reluctant to put 
money into an old building that 
would require extensive repairs. 
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Classifi eds 15
Clearwater 11
Ewing 11
Legal 7, 12-14
Neligh 6
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Opinion 2
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ACN 7, 16
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  High 78
  Low: 60
  Precip: 0%
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Legals in this issue
� Notice of organizations
� Village of Royal, minutes
� Village of Brunswick, minutes
• Neligh Fire, budget
• Nebraska Unifi ed, notices, agenda, 

budget
• Neligh-Oakdale, notices & budget
• ESU 8,notices & budget
• Orchard School, minutes
� NRD,notices
� Permit notice
� Antelope County, notices, minutes, 

budget
Look For Legals on 
Pages 7, 12, 13 & 15

This newspaper is a legal publication 
for Antelope County; Villages of 
Orchard, Royal, Brunswick, Clearwater, 
Ewing and Oakdale; City of Neligh; 
Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; Orchard, 
Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and Ewing 
Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.
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Budget vote ‘all boils down to you, Dean’
Hunter safety class
Registrations are now being ac-
cepted for Hunter Safety classes 
in Neligh and Orchard. The two-
day class in Neligh will Saturday, 
Sept. 21 and 28, from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Neligh Public Library. 
Call or text 402-929-0550 to sign 
up. The classes in Orchard will 
be Thursday, Sept. 19, from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 
21 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Orchard Fire Hall. Sign up online 
at huntersafenebraska.org. For 
more information, call Dennis at 
402-893-5461 or Duane at 402-
893-2085 or 402-893-4355.

Ribfest, vendor fair
Orchard’s Annual Rib Fest & 
Vendor Fair is set in downtown 
Orchard this weekend. Satur-
day’s event is sponsored by the 
Orchard Young Men’s Club and 
Orchard Economic Development. 
Cooking will be from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Judging will be 5:15-6 p.m. 
The vendor fair will be 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. with lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

ORCHARD

Brunswick 
library still 
uncertain
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By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Dean Smith found himself in the middle 
of tug-a-war Tuesday as commissioners 
continued to disagree on where to set the 
county’s levy, making it clear he will be 
the deciding vote on whether the levy will 
increase or stay the same for 2019-20.

After a 3-2 vote last week to propose 
an increase, Smith began Tuesday’s 
discussion by fl ipping sides and said he no 
longer supported the increase. However, 
after reviewing how that decision would 

put the county in a standstill with road 
conditions, Smith again switched sides 
and ended the meeting saying he will 
support a 2 1/2 cent increase next week.

“Now I’m leaning the other way,” 
Smith said. “I’m about ready to tip over. 
I’m wobbling.”

Commissioners have offi  cially 
proposed increasing the general budget 
from .219316 to .247147, which is an 
increase of about $27 per year per 

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

The minutes from the Aug. 22 Antelope County Commissioners 
meeting were amended Tuesday morning to include that a member 
of the audience said something under his breath and then made an 
obscene gesture. 

Minutes amended to include
comment, obscene gesture

HOMECOMING
The Cyclones took on 

Creighton on Friday night.

Breakfast planned
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church 
in Clearwater will host its annual 
breakfast, bake sale and raffl e 
on Sunday, Sept. 15. Breakfast 
will be served from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:15 p.m. and the raffl e drawing 
is set for 1:15 p.m. The free-will 
breakfast will include scrambled 
eggs, pancakes, French toast, 
sausage, coffee and juice.

CLEARWATER

Poker Run Saturday
The Brunswick Fire Department 
will host a 70-mile ATV/UTV 
Adventure Ride Poker Run on 
Saturday, Sept. 14. Check-in 
begins at 11 a.m. 

BRUNSWICK

PHOTOS BY JENNY HIGGINS

Houston Marino and Madleen Reipen (left) were crowned 2019 Homecoming king and queen for Orchard while Zach Hoffman and Kierra Bearinger 
were crowned for Clearwater. For more homecoming photos, please turn to page 11.

Voice of
the Warriors

earing a maroon ball cap, he comfortably sits inside the 
crow’s nest while looking out on Warrior Field. He grabs the 
microphone and a wide grin spreads across his face. 

“And there he goes!” he booms through the loud speaker as a 
Warrior running back breaks loose down the sideline for a huge 
gain.

Ralph Black has been announcing Neligh-Oakdale football 
games since 1970. Nearly half a century later, several generations 
of fans have come to know the sound of his voice.

Black said “it was just kind of an accident” that he became 
Neligh-Oakdale’s announcer. 

He was asked to call his fi rst football game after Smokey Weik 
retired. Marv Vrooman, Neligh-Oakdale’s athletic director at 

the time, knew that Black had been announcing the Fourth of 
July parade and Legion baseball games, so asked if he could 

temporarily help them out. 
 “He said his announcer is going to retire, and wanted 

to know if I could help him out for the year,” Black said. 
“Naturally, I like sports, so I did.”

His love for sports started at a young age, eventually 
landing him a full-ride scholarship for football and 
basketball at Midland Lutheran College. 

Black met his wife Norma in 1954 during his 
freshman year of college. The following year, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. Black was initially 
stationed in Riverside, Calif., and later in Minot, No. 
Dak. He and Norma were married on May 6, 1956 and 
had two sons, Rick and Scott. After his honorable 
discharge in 1960, they returned to his hometown of 
Fremont where he took a job with Gambles. In 1968, 

Black decided to purchase a Gambles store of his 
own, buying the Neligh business from Earl Walz. 
The family made Neligh their home. After selling 
the store in 1981, he started a whole new career. 
This time, in law enforcement. Black worked as 

By JENNY HIGGINS
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Black calls games for nearly 50 years
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- Please see  VOICE,  page 3

- Please see  BUDGET,  page 3

Smith 
told he 
will be 
deciding 
vote on
tax levy - Please see  MINUTES,  page 3

- Please see  LIBRARY,  page 3


