
By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

A Tilden man accused of sexually assaulting 
children now faces even more charges.

Roger Stuckwisch, 78, was arrested on nine 
counts Saturday, but charges were read for 12 
counts when he made his fi rst appearance in 
Antelope County Court on Wednesday.

Stuckwisch has been charged with fi ve counts 
of First Degree Sexual Assault of a Child, Class IB 
felonies; and seven counts of Third Degree Sexual 
Assault of a Child, class IIIA felonies.

The Class IB felonies carry a prison sentence 
— a minimum of 20 years to life for each off ense. 
The Class IIIA felonies each carry fi nes of up to 
$10,000, up to 3 years in prison, up to 18 months 
post release supervision and possible restitution to 
the victims.

At the time of his arrest, Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Abler released information stating 
that Stuckwisch allegedly had sexual contact with 
fi ve under aged females at his Tilden residence. 
He was arrested Saturday by Tilden Police Chief 
Robert Peterson and Offi  cer Randall Arrison.

On Wednesday, Antelope County Public 
Defender Pat Carney was appointed to represent 
him in the case. Carney requested a preliminary 
hearing, and it was set for Feb. 19 at 3 p.m.

Stuckwisch is being held at the Antelope County 
Jail, pending posting of bond, which Judge Donna 
Farrell Taylor has set at 10 percent of $5 million. 
The bond must be posted in open court.
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Legals in this issue
� Notice of sales
� Organization
• Antelope County, delinquent 

taxes
• Village of Clearwater, liquor
� Village of Royal, minutes
Look For Legals on Pages 7 & 14
This newspaper is a legal publication for 

Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, Royal, 
Brunswick, Clearwater, Ewing and Oakdale; 
City of Neligh; Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; 
Orchard, Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and 
Ewing Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.
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Little Texas to headline Ewing celebrationANTELOPE COUNTY
Election fi lings
Incumbents have until Feb. 18 
to fi le for election while non-
incumbents have until March 2.
Filings are below (I - Incumbent):

Antelope County 
Commissioners, District 2
Eli Jacob (I), Clearwater, 
Republican 
Don Lallier, Orchard, Republican
Antelope County 
Commissioners, District 4
Charlie Henery (I), Republican
Antelope County Weed Authority
William D. Brocklin (I), Robert 
Willats (I), Edward Jensen (I)
Neligh City Council
Dale Wilkinson (I)
Neligh-Oakdale Board
Cory Furstenau (I),
Ronald Gilg (I)
Brunswick Village
Craig Forbes (I)

NELIGH

STATE DUALS
Neligh-Oakdale fi nished third 

at state duals in Kearney.

COURTESY APA NASHVILLE

ORCHARD

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

An Oakdale man who walked out of his own trial, 
calling it “kangaroo court,” has since appealed his 
case directly to the Supreme Court.

Garrett Hill, 23, who was found guilty of 
two traffi  c off enses last month, was scheduled 
to be sentenced in Antelope County Court on 
Wednesday. However, Judge Donna Farrell Taylor 
told him she could no longer go forward with his 
sentencing on the charges of no operator’s license 
and no registration.

Hill, who has chosen to represent himself in 

From traffi  c stop 
to Supreme Court

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Country band Little Texas will headline 
Ewing’s 150th anniversary 
celebration this summer.

Little Texas — known for 
“God Blessed Texas,” “What 
Might Have Been,” “Some 
Guys Have All The Love” and 
“My Love” — will perform on 
Main Street on Sunday, May 
24, with Omaha-based Hi-Five 
Hangover opening at 8 p.m. 
Tickets will go on sale Monday, 
Feb. 24 for the concert. 

Early in their career, Little 
Texas was designated as an 
arena act. They fi rst signed 
on as an opener on an arena 
tour headlined by Clint Black. 
Later, they traveled with Travis Tritt and 
Trisha Yearwood on a tour sponsored by 
Budweiser.

After that, they were on their own, with 
Crown Royal, singing to packed arenas 
across the United States and Canada. 

During this time, the band 
played a part in Common 
Thread: The Songs of The 
Eagles, which later earned their 
fi rst Country Music Association 
trophy for “Album Of The 
Year.”

“At that point it was time for 
our loved ones to have us back 
for awhile. It all happened for 
a reason,” said Duane Propes, 
bassist-vocalist. Seven years 
later, the multi-platinum 
band’s four original members - 
Propes, Porter Howell, Dwayne 
O’Brien and Del Gray rebuilt 
the franchise with a completely 

new sound. 
For more information on the concert, 

contact Rita Anson at 402-340-1718.
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Upcoming blood drives
Tilden: Feb. 17: 12:30 - 6:30 p.m., 
Tilden Public Library
Elgin: Feb. 19: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Knights of Columbus Hall

Mobile food pantry
The mobile food pantry will be 
dispersing food on Tuesday, 
February 18, from 4:00-5:30 pm 
at the American Legion Club in 
Neligh.

Kindergarten visit
Visitation for the Neligh-Oakdale 
Kindergarten Class of 2020-21 
has been scheduled for Friday, 
February 14th. State Law states 
that a child must be fi ve years old 
on or before July 31, 2020 to be 
eligible for next year’s class. An 
informational meeting will be held 
at 2 pm at Westward Elementary 
located at 500 West 8th Street in 
Neligh.

Baked potato bar
The Summerland Powerlifting 
Team is sponsoring a baked 
potato bar during the Bobcat 
basketball games in Orchard 
on Friday, Feb. 15. Serving will 
begin at 5 p.m. and include a 
loaded baked potato, dessert 
and drink for a free-will donation. 

IF YOU GO
When: Sunday, May 24

Where: Main Street, 
Ewing

Tickets: On sale 
Monday, Feb. 24

Little Texas 
will perform 
in Ewing on 
May 24 as 
part of the 
community’s  
150th 
anniversary 
celebration.
Tickets will 
go on sale
Feb. 24. 

More charges 
fi led in Tilden 
assault case

Neligh-Oakdale makes staffi  ng changes County road superintendent 
submits resignation Tuesday

By KELLI GARCIA
news@myantelopecountynews.com

The Antelope County 
Commissioners approved the 
resignation of the county’s road 
superintendent on Tuesday.

Casey Dittrich of Tilden, 
who was hired as Antelope 
County’s road superintendent 
in 2015, submitted his letter of 
resignation this week.

“I really appreciate your 

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Two early retirements and two teacher 
resignations were unanimously accepted by the 
Neligh-Oakdale School Board on Monday night.

The board voted 6-0 to approve early retirement 
agreements with Linda Kuester, school librarian, 
and Mary Schrader, elementary principal. Their 
retirements will offi  cially take eff ect at the end of the 
2019-20 school year.

In addition, two teachers — Gavin Nielson, band, 
and Melissa Andersen, science — submitted their 
resignations, eff ective at the end of this school year. 
It was reported that Nielson would like to move 
closer to his family in Nebraska City and Andersen, 
who resides in Norfolk, has accepted a position with 
Norfolk Public Schools. 

Ron Beacom, N-O director of education, said the 

school will use this new information to reorganize 
and reduce its programs. 

“We’re not really looking to RIF positions any 
longer, now that we’ve had the resignations that 
we’ve had,” Beacom said. “Earlier, we shared a plan 
that we thought was workable. Now it truly would 
all occur through attrition.”

The band instructor will be replaced; however, 
the school does not plan to rehire a librarian or an 
elementary principal. Those duties will be absorbed 
by current staff  members. 

David Schrader, who is currently teaching 
math, would like to go back to working as a para. 
With Schrader’s change and the science teacher 
resignation, Beacom said they plan to hire one 
teacher to teach both math and science at the junior 
high level — reducing their certifi ed staff  by one 
more.

Casey Dittrich (right) resigned 
as county road superintendent. 
Aaron Boggs (left) will assume 
duties until the position is fi lled. - Please see RESIGNS,  page 3

By JENNY HIGGINS

news@myantelopecountynews.com

The sterile walls blurred as she was wheeled down the 
hospital hallway to a lifesaving surgery —  a surgery that 
may save the life of a woman she has never even met.

 Wearing a pale blue hospital gown and a surgical 
scrub cap with her long brunette hair tucked inside, she 
thought, ‘This is actually happening.’

Realizing the magnitude of what she was about to do, 
Autumn Ickler was fl ooded with emotions and began 
sobbing uncontrollably.

 “The nurse said, ‘Don’t cry, don’t cry. You’re doing 
a good thing,’” she recalled. “I looked at her and said, 
‘I’m not crying sad tears, I’m crying because I’m saving 
someone’s life.’ I was just so overwhelmed with joy and 

How To

save a life

Antelope County woman gives life to stranger

- Please see LIFE,  page 3


