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The judge opted to give him one more chance.
Jacob Boutwell, 41, was given a 90-day extension 

on his probation after he violated his original 
probation sentence by drinking and driving and 
leaving the scene of an accident. He was originally 

sentenced on the charge of 
possession of a controlled 
substance-methamphetamine 
on May 22.

“I’m done drinking. I promise 
you that. I just need one more 
chance,” Boutwell pleaded to the 
judge on Wednesday.

Judge James Kube told 
Boutwell that he was given a 
standard order of probation, 
which was “pretty easy.” 
However, less than a month 
after being placed on probation, 

he had a positive alcohol test. 
While on probation, Boutwell has been charged 

with three more off enses: driving under the 
infl uence of alcohol-second off ense, leaving the 
scene of an accident and driving during a period 
of revocation. He said all but the DUI charge have 
been dropped.
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Legals in this issue
� Notice of organizations
• Village of Orchard, RFP & budget
• Village of Oakdale, budget
• Village of Cleawater, budget & 

notice
• Village of Ewing, budget & notice
• Village of Brunswick, budget
• City of Neligh, budget & notice
• Ewing Fire, budget
• Oakdale Fire, budget
• Orchard Fire, budget
• Brunswick Fire, budget
• Clearwater Fire, budget
• Airport Authority, budget
• Ewing School, budget
• Upper Elkhorn NRD, budget, bills 

& notice
• Orchard, Ewing & Clearwater 

School, joint meeting notice & agenda
� Construction permit notice

Look For Legals on 
Pages 8, 10 &12

This newspaper is a legal publication 
for Antelope County; Villages of 
Orchard, Royal, Brunswick, Clearwater, 
Ewing and Oakdale; City of Neligh; 
Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; Orchard, 
Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and Ewing 
Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.
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Levy increase would go toward roads

City garage sales
Neligh will host its fall City-Wide 
Garage Sales on Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 6 and 7. For the 
full list of garage sales, please 
turn to page 13.

Homecoming week
Homecoming week is underway 
at Orchard and Clearwater. Fri-
day’s activities will be in Clear-
water with the parade set for 1 
p.m., followed by coronation.

ORCHARD/CLEARWATER

Boutwell

- Please see BOOZE,  page 3

St. John’s Gun Show
St. John’s will host its annual 

gun show with new vendors and 
more tables. Saturday’s hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Neligh Fire dance
The Neligh Fire Department 

will host a dance featuring 
Sweetwater on Saturday, Sept. 
7, at the fi re hall from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. Doors open at 7 p.m. 

CLEARWATER

Judge: ‘I told you — no booze’

Neligh

NELIGH CITY WIDE

GARAGE SALES

SPONSORED BY

SEPTEMBER 6 & 7

HOMECOMING ROYALTY

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS

Ewing seniors Wyatt Wagner and Tiana Thramer were crowned royalty 
on Friday. For more homecoming photos, please turn to page 11.
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Option

3

$47
increase per year on 

a $100,000 home.
� is option was

 not selected.

� e levy would increase  
to .26629. For every 

$100,000 in value, taxpayers 
would give $266 to 
the general fund.

Option

5

$11
increase per year on 

a $100,000 home.
� is option was

 not selected.

� e levy would increase  
to .230051. For every 

$100,000 in value, taxpayers 
would give $230 to 

the general fund

Option

4

$27
increase per year on 

a $100,000 home.
� is option was 

selected.

� e levy would increase  
to .246157. For every 

$100,000 in value, taxpayers 
would give $249 to 
the general fund.

How  much 
are good 

roads worth?

Current levy:
.219316

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Commissioners looked at six budget 
options Tuesday before fi nally deciding to 
propose a levy increase in order to continue 
improving county road conditions. 

Clerk Lisa Payne said the six options 
ranged from “the golden egg” — or 
everything the county departments 
proposed — to no tax increase at all, which 
would only be possible if every department 
cut its budget by 20 percent, lowered the 
cash reserve by $700,000 and also dropped 

the county inheritance fund by $200,000. 
That would put the inheritance fund at  just  
half of what it was when the fl ood struck 
Antelope County in March.

Commissioner Dean Smith said although 
he didn’t want to increase the levy, it was 
necessary or “we will not do anything next 
summer other than grade roads. I guess 
that really starts sinking in.” 

Charlie Henery and Eli Jacob both agreed 
with Smith and voiced support of Option 4, 
which would raise the levy around 2 1/2 
cents or $27 per year on a home valued at 

$100,000.
Commissioners Allan Bentley and 

Tom Borer both supported Option 6, 
which would be no tax increase. Road 
Superintendent Casey Dittrich asked 
Bentley how they would cut that much 
money from their budgets. Bentley gave no 
suggestion but replied, “We’ll have to make 
it work.”

Dittrich said the Road and Bridge 
Department has the highest budget, which 
is projected at $5.5 million next year. 
He said in order to cut $2 million of the 

general fund to make Option 1 doable, the 
cuts would be from county roads. He also 
said remaining bridges not repaired from 
the fl ood would not be fi xed without a levy 
increase in the next year.

Commissioners spent about an hour 
discussing which option to advertise for the 
upcoming budget before a 3-2 decision led 
to Option 4 being chosen for an increase in 
taxes to repair roads. 

Dittrich said he wasn’t sure if “taking 
from cash reserve and the inheritance 

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

The court dates have been pushed back for 
an Oakdale man accused of abusing his infant 
daughter. 

Christofer Carstens, 21, appeared for a pretrial 
conference in Antelope County District Court 
last week, but his court-appointed attorney Pat 
Carney requested a continuance, stating “there’s 
still information fl owing in.”

“We’re not ready to try this yet,” Carney said. 
“There would be multiple expert witnesses in 
this, so there is no way this could be ready by 
the October date.”

Antelope County Attorney Joe Abler agreed.
“The sheriff  told us there is a mountain of 

stuff , and I would anticipate numerous medical 
personnel being subpoenaed, so I won’t object 
to a continuance,” Abler added. 

Judge James Kube continued his pretrial 
conference to Oct. 30 at 9 a.m. and his trial to 
Dec. 10 at 9 a.m.

December trial 
set in baby case

- Please see ROADS,  page 3

 All-County
Two all-county football games 

kicked off the season.


