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  High 83
  Low: 65
  Precip: 10%

Churches 4
Classifi eds 11
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Ewing 8
Legals  9
Neligh 12
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Opinion 2
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Puzzles 2
Sports 6
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WEEKEND WEATHER

Friday
  High 79
  Low: 63
  Precip: 20%

Saturday
  High 81
  Low: 60
  Precip: 20%
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 402-887-5156

Legals in this issue
� Antelope County Commissioners, 

meeting notice, minutes, hearings
� Upper Elkhorn NRD, notices & bills
� Ewing School, bills
� Clearwater School, minutes
• Orchard School, minutes
• Nebraska Unifi ed, notice & agenda

Look For Legals on Page 9
This newspaper is a legal publication 

for Antelope County; Villages of 
Orchard, Royal, Brunswick, Clearwater, 
Ewing and Oakdale; City of Neligh; 
Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; Orchard, 
Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and Ewing 
Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOW SHOWING

Angry Birds 2
Followed By

Spider man: 

far from home
Movie Changes & Announcements Posted On Facebook

Gates Open At 8 p.m. Movies Start At Dark 
Tickets are $5 Ages 4-11, $8 Ages 12+ 

NELIGH
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Orchard News Awarded Top Weekly Newspaper By 
Nebraska Press Association In 2018 & 2019

NEW TEAM & 

NEW PROGRAM

The Summerland 
Bobcats are now 

off ering cross country. 
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Sex off ender 
arrested for 
manslaughter 
at Grove Lake 

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

A registered sex off ender 
residing in Page was arrested 
over the weekend on charges of 
manslaughter and sexual assault 
that allegedly occurred at Grove 
Lake.

Joey Crooker, 
37, was arrested 
on Sunday 
night for 
sexual assault 
in the fi rst 
degree, a class 
II felony, and 
manslaughter 
of an unborn 
child, a class 
IIA felony. He is 
being held in the 

Antelope County Jail on 10 percent 
of $100,000 bond.

The arrest was made as part 
of a collaborative investigation 
between the Antelope County 
Sheriff ’s Department and the Holt 
County Sheriff ’s Department. 

According to court records, 
Crooker admitted to a Holt County 
deputy that he raped a 25-year-old 
pregnant woman while camping 
at Grove Lake after they attended 
the Clearwater Rodeo concert. The 
deputy advised Sheriff  Bob Moore 
of the situation. 

The alleged victim was 
interviewed and told the offi  cers 
that, prior to her sexual encounter 
with Crooker, she told him “they 
could not have sex because she had 
a high-risk pregnancy and she was 
on the 9th or 10th week of carrying 
the child.”

She said he complained that 
he hadn’t had sex for awhile and 
he “had been around a lot of 
pregnant women in his time and 
they still had sex.” The alleged 
victim advised that they may not 
have been high-risk pregnancies, 
“but he didn’t seem to care,” the 
record stated. She told offi  cers that 
she began spotting blood the next 
day and it continued over the next 
couple weeks.

When she attempted to leave 
Crooker on July 3, he grabbed the 
suitcase she was carrying. As he 

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Petitioners had 30 days to collect signatures 
for a recall attempt against two Antelope County 
Commissioners.

Turns out, they didn’t need half 
that time — if all of the signatures 
collected are verifi ed as being of not 
only registered voters but residents 
of their respective districts.

While commissioners Tom 
Borer and Allan Bentley attended 
Tuesday’s meeting at the courthouse 
in Neligh, petitioners Bethany Miller 
and Jack Allemang were just across 

the hallway turning in the signatures needed to move 
forward with a special election that will allow the 
voters in their districts to decide whether Borer or 
Bentley will be removed from offi  ce. Both men were 

elected last November and took offi  ce in January, 
and both have been accused of mismanagement of 
county funds and mistreatment of county offi  cials. 
Bentley has also been accused of “sending residents 
texts with false information and blaming those 
messages on alcohol consumption.”

For Borer to be placed on the recall ballot, 203 
valid signatures from District 5 are necessary. 
On Tuesday, Miller turned in 305 signatures. For 
Bentley, 135 signatures are needed from District 3. 
Allemang turned in 231 signatures. 

County Clerk Lisa Payne will verify each signature 
to determine if petitioners have collected the 
necessary number required for a special election this 
fall. Per state statute, a special election can occur 
between 50-80 days after the offi  cial is notifi ed 
that the petitioners met the number of signatures 
required.

500-plus sign petitions for recall of commissioners

PHOTO BY CARRIE PITZER

Bethany Miller and Jack Allemang turn in signatures Tuesday morning in the 
recall attempt against Antelope County Commissioners Tom Borer and Allan 
Bentley. There were 305 signatures for Borer and 231 for Bentley.

- Please see ARRESTED,  page 3

Antelope Days
Oakdale’s annual Antelope 

Days celebration will be Friday 
and Saturday, Aug. 16-17. Friday 
kicks off with an outdoor movie 
and fi reworks, and Saturday 
will have a day fi lled with fun. 
For a full list of events and 
activities, please see Page 12.

OAKDALE

Mobile food pantry
The mobile food pantry, 

sponsored by various 
churches,individuals, and 
businesses in the area, will be 
dispersing food on Tuesday, 
August 20, from 4-5:30 pm at the 
American Legion Club in Neligh.  
The goal is to provide free food 
to those whose needs are great 
and resources are limited without 
being restricted by income.

Dog swim planned
The Orchard swimming pool is 

hosting a dog swim on Sunday, 
Aug. 18, beginning at 5 p.m. with 
30-minute slots. Cost is $3 per 
dog. To sign up your dog, call 
Anita Tabbert at 402-893-3737. 

ORCHARD 

Friday & Saturday, 
Aug. 16-17 & 23-24

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com

As a thunderstorm approached the area 
just after midnight, the Neligh Police Chief 
headed west of town to watch the sky for 
severe weather threats.

Heavy rain pounded down as Chief Mike 
Wright drove his silver police pickup a short 
distance in the darkness down Highway 
275. He later turned his vehicle around to 
head back into Neligh city limits. As Wright 
neared Bomgaars, he saw “a huge, straight-
down” lightning strike somewhere in town. 

“It appeared to have like fi reworks on the 
bottom, like it hit something,” he said. “So 

when I got back to town, I fi gured someone 
was going to be calling about lights out or a 
tree down.” 

Within minutes, Wright found out exactly 
where it struck — his home.

He received a text from his 12-year-old 
son, Dylan, and then a call from his wife 
Amy about 12:30 a.m. on Aug. 7. They were 
both in the living room when the lightning 
bolt directly hit the southwest part of their 
roof. Amy had fallen asleep on the couch, but 
Dylan was still awake with his headphones 
on.

“It woke me up,” Amy said. “It was like 

Wright place, wrong time for lightning strike

PHOTOS BY CARRIE PITZER

Vonnie Kresge reacts to holding the harmonica for Big Red Sam during Friday’s fundraiser with Ewing Fire and Rescue. Among the organizers for 
the event was Karen Napier (left). Big Red Sam’s unique combination of comedy and music kept the audience laughing, singing and having fun all 
night. Katie Koenig & Blake Cunningham (middle) were among those playing the drums on one another while Jen and Dan Cunningham danced.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lightning struck 
the home 
of Mike and 
Amy Wright 
of Neligh on 
Wednesday. 
The lightning 
caused a 
smoldering fi re 
in the home.

- Please see LIGHTNING,  page 3

RECALL

305 signatures 
were turned 
in Tuesday 
morning to 
recall Tom 

Borer and 231 
signatures for 
Allan Bentley. 

Crooker

- Please see RECALL,  page 3

Community Day
Page Community Day is set 

for Saturday, Aug. 24. It kicks off 
with a trap shoot at 10 a.m. and 
ends with a movie in the park 
at dark. Activities are planned 
all day, including water fi ghts, a 
cornhole tournament, road rally  
and the Prairie Thunder Band.

PAGE

$36

WARRIORS
Neligh-Oakdale

Support Your Team In Style
While Supporting The Company 

That  Covers Your Team

That’s Win-Win

Local means your embroidery never leaves our store

Firemen’s barbecue
The annual Clearwater 

Firemen’s BBQ will be Sunday, 
Aug. 19, from 5-8 p.m. at the 
fi rehall. Free-will donations will 
be accepted. 

CLEARWATER


