
Church 6

Classifi eds 15
Clearwater 13
Ewing 13
Legals 11
Neligh 4

Obituaries 7
Opinion 2
Orchard 13
Puzzles 2
Sports 8-10
Tilden 5

Volume 119, No. 6
1 Section,  16 Pages

Complete Forecast, 

AntelopeCountyNews.com/Weather

WEEKEND WEATHER

Legals in this issue
• Notice of sale
• Liquor Renewals, notices
• Antelope County, bid & semi-

annual report
• Village of Brunswick, minutes
• Village of Ewing, notice
• Antelope County foreclosures
• NCPPD notices

Look For Legals on  Pages 7
This newspaper is a legal publication for 

Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, Royal, 
Brunswick, Clearwater, Ewing and Oakdale; 
City of Neligh; Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; 
Orchard, Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and 
Ewing Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.
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Orchard News Awarded Top Weekly Newspaper By 
Nebraska Press Association In 2018 & 2019

The Neligh News & Leader
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CALL 
CHRISTY JOHNSON, CLTC!

Your Medicare Stop

Independent Insurance Agent

C: 402-640-5735 P: 402-887-8011
O: 402-371-3136

419 Main St., Neligh, NE 68756
christy@insuranceagency365.com

CHECK YOUR EXPIRATION DATE 
ABOVE YOUR ADDRESS
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Longtime owners leave store ‘in good hands’ANTELOPE COUNTY

Mobile food pantry 
The mobile food pantry, spon-
sored by various churches, 
individuals, and businesses in 
the area, will be dispersing food 
on Tuesday, Jan. 21, from 4-5:30 
p.m. at the American Legion 
Club in Neligh. 

After 52 years, Erbs sell Corner Hardware 

Sunday
  High 16
  Low: 2
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 36
  Low: 15
  Precip: 50%

Saturday
  High 21
  Low: 3
  Precip: 0%

Election fi lings
Incumbents have until Feb. 18 
to fi le for election while non-
incumbents have until March 2.
Filings are as follows:
Antelope County 
Commissioners, District 2
Eli Jacob (I), Clearwater, 
Republican 
Don Lallier, Orchard, Republican

Pre-k pre-registration
If you would like your child to 
have the opportunity to attend 
the 2020-21 Neligh-Oakdale 
pre-kindergarten program, 
please call the West Ward offi ce 
at 402-887-4754. We will begin 
accepting pre-registration phone 
calls on Wednesday, Jan. 15, at 
9 a.m.  Your child must be 3 or 
4 years old by July 31 in order 
to enter our prekindergarten 
program. The state limits us to 
20 students per class; therefore, 
we will accept students on a fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis. Pre-
registration will only be accepted 
by phone calls  — no walk-ins.  
When you call West Ward at 
402-887-4754, you must speak 
with Mrs. Kendra Mortensen, 
the pre-k teacher.  You may not 
leave a voicemail for the pre-
registration process.  
Prior to the beginning of the 
school year, if your child is 
accepted, we will need a copy of 
your child’s birth certifi cate.

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com
Two early retirements, attrition 

and other reductions could 
help Neligh-Oakdale save up to 
$450,000.

Although nothing has been 
fi nalized yet, Director of Education 
Ron Beacom outlined a plan to 
reduce the district’s expenses 
on Monday night. About 50 
stakeholders, mostly comprised 
of teachers and staff  members, 
attended the school board meeting. 

He said Neligh-Oakdale’s 2018-
19 fi scal year receipts were less 
than the school’s expenses “by a 
fairly considerable margin.” So, 
when administrators prepared the 
2019-20 tax asking, it increased 
by 5 cents in the levy. The general 
fund asking is at 0.93 and QCPUF 
is at 0.02, making the overall levy 
at 0.95. The maximum allowed by 
the state is 1.05. 

Beacom said they are looking 
to take “a proactive approach” 
to improve the current budget 
situation and set up Neligh-
Oakdale better for the future. 

“Our goal all along has been to 
look for ways to staff  the school 
more effi  ciently,” he said. “We 
wanted to try to do this the best 
we could with attrition. So, when 
a position opens, we ask three 
questions: Does this position need 
to be replaced fully at 1.0 FTE? 
Could this position be replaced 
partially (0.5 FTE)? Could we get 
by without replacing it at all?”

N-O hopes 
‘proactive’ 
approach 
saves money

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com
It’s offi  cial.
Summerland School’s 

conditional use permit was 
unanimously approved by the 
Antelope County Commissioners 
on Tuesday.

The new PK-
12 school for 
Ewing, Orchard 
and Clearwater 
students will be 
located about 
two miles east of 
the Summerland 
Golf Course on 
approximately 38 

acres. Construction is expected to 
begin this spring.

Steven Thiele and Dale Martin 
represented the applicants at the 

County OKs 
permit for 
Summerland

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myantelopecountynews.com

Cliff  and Shirley Erb held hands as they walked 
to the front of the building for a photo Tuesday 
afternoon with the new owners of their hardware 
store. 

After more than a half century of owning Corner 
Hardware, Orchard’s sweethearts remain hand 
in hand, fi tting as their store changed hands with 
another longtime Orchard couple — Glen and 
Tammy Cheatum.

For 52 years, the hardware store on the corner 
of Second and Noble Street in Orchard has been 
a second home for the Erbs, who offi  cially turned 
over the keys on Monday to the Cheatums. The 
transitions have brought both smiles and tears to 
the longtime owners, who are now in their early 80s 
and want to spend precious time together.

“It’s time,” said Shirley as she wiped away a tear. 

“We’ll still be down here, though not as often. It’s in 
good hands.”

Cliff  agreed and said he was “thrilled” to have the 
Cheatums continue the legacy of Orchard’s store.

“They’ll do some things to advance it,” he said.
Glen Cheatum said he always enjoyed seeing 

what Corner Hardware had in stock. 
“If you came in for the bargain of the month, 

you’d usually leave with something else, too. We’re 
going to try and do something like that again,” he 
said.

The Cheatums, who haven’t decided what the 
store will offi  cially be called, said they’re excited to 
hear from the community about what items they 
would like them to carry and how they can serve 
Orchard. After all, Tammy said, that’s why they 
made the purchase.

NELIGH

Summerland 2020-21
Summerland Public School at 
Orchard is requesting that any 
parent wishing to enroll their 
child in kindergarten for the 
2020-21 school year and has 
not done so, please contact the 
school offi ce at 402-893-3215. 

ORCHARD

ALL-AREA BATTLE
Bobcats, Falcons faced off

last week in wrestling.

Bright Ideas
County’s fi rst solar farm 

receives a green light

Elgin site expected to generate 1.5 MW 
By JENNY HIGGINS

news@myantelopecountynews.com
A bright future will be on the 

horizon in Antelope County after the 
commissioners approved the county’s 
fi rst solar farm on Tuesday.

Elkhorn Solar LLC’s conditional use 
permit was approved on a 5-0 vote. The 
applicant is leasing the site from Don 
Poulsen, Jr.

The estimated $2-2.5 million solar 
farm project will be located 5 miles west 
of Elgin with “a site footprint” consisting 
of 13 acres, according to Patrick Dalseth, 
regional director of development for 
SunVest Solar Inc. SunVest is a company 
is based in suburban Chicago with 
corporate headquarters at Milwaukee, 
Wisc. He said the solar developer will 
work with its equity partner, Engie, for 
the project.   

The solar farm proposal includes 
about 4,100 panels which are expected 
to generate 1.5 megawatts of renewable 
energy. It will interconnect to Elkhorn 
Rural Public Power District’s distribution 

Location:

Elkhorn Solar LLC 
was approved 
Tuesday by the 
Antelope County 
Commissioners for 
a conditional use 
permit to construct a 
solar array that will 
produce 1.5 MW. It 
will be located on 13 
acres about 5 miles 
west of Elgin near 
516th Ave. 

- Please see PROACTIVE,  page 3

- Please see HARDWARE,  page 3
After 52 years of ownership, Shirley and Cliff Erb turned the keys of Corner 
Hardware over to Glen and Tammy Cheatum on Monday. 

Updated
Map

View the 
changes to 

Summerland
on page 3.

- Please see SOLAR FARM,  page 3


