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Elkhorn Valley’s girls 
basketball team made 
a historic state run to 

become one of the best 
in school history.

state 
championship game tipped off , the Elkhorn Valley girls team stood there 
in awe and soaked it all in. 

ready to play 
the biggest basketball game of their high school careers.

It was their fourth straight appearance in the state tournament, but 
the team’s fi rst time in the title game since 1982.  

The Lady Falcons have been known for their tough basketball program 

“When I transferred to Elkhorn Valley, I quickly learned that Lady 
Falcon basketball was huge at the school,” Sonya Legate said. “I would 

always be at their games cheering 
them on because one day, I knew 

the 
younger kids cheering for me.”

Thanks to a team in 2007 that paved 
the way for the Lady Falcons, Elkhorn 
Valley started a historic six-year run 
of making it to state basketball.

“The 2007 team kind of 
reestablished the Elkhorn Valley 
tradition,” head coach Brendan 
Dittmer said. “They honored their 
coaches, they honored their parents 

because 
they proved to a lot of people that Elkhorn Valley basketball was from 
the bottom up.”

That 2007 team made it to state in 2004 and 2005, but were unable to 
qualify their junior season. After earning a state berth in 2007, the Lady 
Falcons narrowly missed the state fi nals, losing to Perkins County in the 
semifi nals with a heartbreaking overtime loss, 59-57.

“The foundation was really set in 2004 and 2005 when those girls 
made it to state,” Cami Oesligle said. “We would always go down and 
watch them play, and it was always our goal to make it down there too.”

Elkhorn Valley gym was always packed with fans.
“The crowd support that we had was incredible,” Legate said. “No 

matter what day in the week it was, the stands were always full. They 

always say that if you have a great crowd, then it’s a tough place to play 
for a visiting team.”

In 2008, the Lady Falcons made it down to state for the second year, 
but met familiar foe Perkins County in the fi rst round where they fell to 
the Plainswomen, 69-60.

In year three of their six-year stretch, 2009 was a huge year for the 
Lady Falcons. Riding high on a district championship, Elkhorn Valley 
looked for their fi rst state medal since 1982.

In their fi rst round game, the Lady Falcons took down a tough 
Sandhills-Thedford team, 62-38 to advance to the semifi nals. 

In the semis, the Lady Falcons dropped a heartbreaker to Silver 
Lake, falling to the Lady Mustangs, 38-37. After that, they played in the 
consolation game that year, dropping another close game to Humphrey, 
52-51, for fourth place.

“2009 was the fi rst year that we placed under me,” Coach Dittmer 
said. “We had a lot of chances to place by making the semifi nals, but that 

well as fi rst and second.”

their record showed seven losses heading into the state tournament, 
those losses were to some top quality teams.

“Every loss that we had was out of our class that season,” the coach 
said. “We lost to a really good Chambers team that season who took 
runner-up that year in D-2, and the rest of our losses were from schools 

who were C-1 or C-2.”
In the fi rst round of the state tournament that season, Elkhorn Valley 

took on SMC, where they handled their opponent, 44-20, to advance to 

In the semifi nals, the Lady Falcons faced Silver Lake for the second 
year in a row and avenged their loss from the previous season, 62-51, 
advancing to the state fi nal against East Butler.

“It was kind of a shock when we walked into the Devaney Center,” 

before. We just stood there and looked up into the stands when there 
was nobody there. When you play for a town that has just over a 1,000 
people, you don’t get to experience things like that too often.”

In the state fi nal game, Elkhorn Valley took the lead early just like they 

“We never trailed during the 2010 state tournament,” Oesligle said. 
After a rough second half, the Lady Falcons were able to hang on for 

the 57-52 victory over East Butler to win Elkhorn Valley’s second state 

As usual, the Falcon fans fi lled the stands to support Elkhorn Valley 

“It was awesome to look up and see all the green and white there 

to support us,” Oesligle said. “There would be people there that you 
wouldn’t even know that were there wearing green and cheering us on.”

In 2011, for the fi fth straight season, the Falcons qualifi ed for the state 
tournament once again. This time wouldn’t be as successful, falling in 
the fi rst round to Hay Springs, 59-49, missing out on the semifi nals for 
the fi rst time since 2009.

In 2012, Elkhorn Valley bounced back. In the fi rst round, the Lady 
Falcons downed Giltner, 44-42 to advance to the next round.

In the semis, Elkhorn Valley took on Wynot, falling to the Lady Blue 
Devils, 55-35, to drop into the consolation game.

In their fi nal game of the season, the Lady Falcons dropped their third 
place game to Lindsay Holy Family, 58-44.

Although it wasn’t the dream ending they had hoped for, the Lady 
Falcons ended the six-year streak with a state medal and trophy.

“Making it to state basketball all four years of high school was 
something special,” Oesligle said. “Placing three times out of the four 
made it even better. Even though we fi nished fourth our senior year, it 
was still awesome to end our high school career with a state trophy.”

Making it to state eight out of nine years is nothing short of historic, 

Elkhorn Valley girls basketball. 

ner lucky

Who was Neligh’s fi rst state champion in 

2. What year did Neligh-Oakdale post their 
best record in boys basketball?

3. When was Oakdale’s last year as the 

Last Week’s Answers: 1. Heather Pellatz, Kayla Wright, 
Chase Vleck, Alexis Jensen  2. 1961  3. 2011

 Who did Pope John beat in the 2007 state 

2. When was the fi rst time Elgin Public made a 

3. Who was the fi rst Wolfpack wrestler to 
make the state fi nals?

Last Week’s Answers: 1. 28-24  2. 1966  3. 2011; Football

wrestling for Elkhorn Valley?

2. What year did Elkhorn Valley fi nish run-
ner-up at Dual State Wrestling Champion-

3. What year was Elkhorn Valley’s fi rst girls 
basketball championship?

Last Week’s Answers: 1. Darren Stewart 2. Burwell 3. Sonya 

 What 1965 Orchard graduate holds the 
school record for career points in boys basket-
ball (1,698 points)? 

2. Who was the Clearwater/Orchard’s fi rst 

3. When was the Ewing’s state runner-up fi nish 

Last Week’s Answers: 1. Orchard 82, Niobrara 81 2. Edgar 
Olivan 3. 1984

following week’s paper

Sunday
  High 56
  Low: 35
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 57
  Low: 39
  Precip: 0%

Saturday
  High 36
  Low: 40
  Precip: 40%

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myantelopecountynews.com
After more than 130 years 

of education, Clearwater, 

Ewing and Orchard will merge 

their school districts into one 

on June 5 — offi  cially becoming 
Summerland.The three school boards held 

numerous joint discussions over 

the years and came to an agreement 

in February 2019 to consolidate. 

Hausmann Construction was hired 

as the construction manager to build 

the new school. About 40 acres of 

land was purchased from the Napier 

family for a central school location at 

the intersection of the Summerland 

and Orchard roads. On Nov. 12, 2019, the $34.3 million 

bond for the Summerland School passed 

in all three communities via a mail-in 

vote. The state reorganization board 

unanimously approved Summerland’s 

consolidation plan, setting June 5 as the 

dissolution date for the Clearwater, Ewing 

and Orchard districts.“This was a fairly historic action as 

the three school districts have all been in 

operation for over a century,” Supt. Dale 

Martin said.The groundbreaking ceremony on 

May 1 offi  cially marked construction 

beginning for the new Summerland 

School. Martin said the new school is 

expected to take about 16 months to 

build and is set to open in the fall of 

2021. The three schools will continue 

to use their current facilities until that 

time. 
“That means the 2021-2022 school 

year will be the fi rst where the students 

will all be taught together under one 

roof,” the superintendent said. 
While most sports were already 

combined for an inaugural season as the 

Summerland Bobcats for the 2019-20 

school year, this fall will be the fi rst for 

the football teams. After successfully combining most of 

the school’s programs, administrators 

believe this will lead to a smooth transition 

for Summerland to become one.
All three of the schools have their own 

historic pasts, dating back to the late 1800s. 

Here are their stories:Orchard Public School
The county superintendent certifi ed 

Orchard as a school district on Nov. 28, 

1885. The fi rst school building in Orchard 

was built about 1894. The new school, on the 

A LOOK BACK AT THE THREE 
SCHOOLS OF SUMMERLAND

10,846

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 
6 P.M. TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020

132 DEATHS REPORTED
72,333 TESTED

8 CONFIRMED IN ANTELOPE COUNTY
1 CONFIRMED IN HOLT COUNTY

NELIGH

City garage sales
The Antelope County News 

is again sponsoring Neligh’s 
citywide garage sales on June 
5-6. To participate, please call 
402-887-4000 or email news@
myantelopecountynews.com. Cost 
is $12 and includes a list of up 
to 25 items selling. They will be 
in the newspaper and online, as 
well as included on maps left at 
Cubbys and Casey’s.

State COVID-19 guidelines are
• 10 or less people, at least 6 

feet apart
• Set tables far enough apart for 

social distancing
• Create signs stating any rules 

you’d like people to follow
• Sellers should wear masks
• Encourage buyers to wear 

masks
• Have hand sanitizer available
• Designate one cashier and 

use hand sanitizer between 
transactions

• Consider using mobile 
payment or Venmo

No bloodmobile
Neligh Bloodmobile scheduled 
for June 1st has been canceled. 
The next Bloodmobile will be 
August 3rd. If you would like to 
give elsewhere feel free, keep in 
mind there is a 56-day window 
between donations. 

Food pantry open
Antelope County Food Pantry at 
the Neligh Lion’s Club building 
will be open this Thursday, May 
21. The pantry will be open from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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- Please see SCHOOLS, page 3

PUBLIC NOTICES
Legals in this issue

• Estates 
• Village of Ewing, notices, bid 

and minutes
• City of Neligh, minutes & bills
• Village of Orchard, minutes & 

bills

• Village of Brunswick, minutes 
& bills

• Antelope County Ag Society 
notice

• Antelope County Supervisor, 
minuts, emergency manager and 
clerk of district court

• Name change
• Neligh-Oakdale, minutes & bills
• Unifi ed District, minutes & bills
• Ewing School, minutes & bills

Look For Legals on 

Pages 3, 7, 10, 12
This newspaper is a legal publication for 

Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, Royal, 
Brunswick, Clearwater, Ewing and Oakdale; 
City of Neligh; Nebraska Unifi ed District 1; 
Orchard, Neligh-Oakdale, Clearwater and 
Ewing Public Schools; Upper Elkhorn NRD; 
NCPPD and the State of Nebraska.

The Orchard High School building was built in 

1906.

This four-
room school 
was built in 

1888 and 
served as the 

Clearwater 
school until 

1916.

First graduates from 
Ewing High School 
in 1893were (front 
row) Theresa Spittler 
and Cora Gunter; 
(second row) Hattie 
Murtha, Professor 
Jackson and Mable 
Cleveland and (back 
row) Sarah Hohman, 
Newt Trommer-
shauser, Nellie 
Hohman and Carl 
Jaco.

Although local Memorial Day 
programs have been cancelled across the 
area due to COVID-19 social distancing 
guidelines, the public is invited to 
attend “Nebraska’s Largest Memorial 
Day Celebration With the Fewest People 
Present in the Room.”

 The virtual statewide Memorial Day 
observance will be livestreamed at www.
veterans.nebraska.gov/memorialday on 
Monday, May 25 from the Rotunda of 
the Nebraska State Capitol in Lincoln.

The event is set to begin at 8 a.m. 
with the lighting of a ceremonial candle 
by Gold Star Mother Monica Alexander. 
The candle will remain lit until 8 p.m. 
when it is extinguished by Gold Star 
Father Mel Alexander. Their son, Army 
Corporal Matthew Alexander of Gretna, 
was killed May 6, 2007, when an 
improvised explosive device detonated 
near his vehicle in Iraq.

 Over the course of the day, honor 
guard sentinels will stand watch 
in half-hour shifts until the candle 
is extinguished. Veteran service 
organizations can sign up for an honor 
guard sentinel time slot, on a fi rst-
served basis, at www.veterans.nebraska.
gov/memorialday.

Virtual events set 
for Memorial Day

Surprise parade honors N-O retirees
By JENNY HIGGINS

news@myantelopecountynews.com
Their shocked expressions soon turned to beaming smiles 

of gratitude.
It was an emotional night for two longtime Neligh-

Oakdale educators as they were surprised with a retirement 
parade on Monday. 

Linda Kuester and Mary Schrader waved to hundreds of 
their family, friends, students, co-workers and community 
members as they drove past their Neligh homes, holding up 
signs and honking their horns in appreciation.

Both women spent their entire careers in the Neligh-
Oakdale School district.

Linda Kuester
Kuester started teaching second grade at Neligh-Oakdale 

in 1990. She planned to stay a couple years, but that all 
changed. In 2002, Kuester became the school librarian, and 
she ended up working in the district for 30 years.  

“Now, I would not trade it for anything,” she said. “After 
I got through that fi rst year, it’s been the best. I had the best 
job ever.”

Kuester said she will miss the kids and their love of 
reading, especially the preschoolers. 

“This one little group of kids, every time I read to them, 
they wanted to give me a hug,” she said. “Well, one day, I 
was not prepared for the hug and all these little girls came 
up to me, and we all fell over. After that, we did a group hug. 
And we did that every day after class. That’s what I’m going 
to miss. That and them telling me, ‘That’s the best story 
you’ve ever read.’ Every week was the best story I ever read.”

Kuester said she will miss her job, but felt like this was 
- Please see RETIREES, page 14Linda Kuester

Mary Schrader

Photos courtesy
the Antelope County 

Historical Society


