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Legals in this issue
• Amendments
� Planning Commission Meeting
� Notice of Parole Hearing
� ESU 8 Meeting
� Antelope Board of Equalization
• Neligh-Oakdale School

Look For Legals on Page 5, 10, 12
This newspaper is a legal publication 

for Antelope County; Villages of Orchard, 
Page, Royal, Brunswick, Clearwater, Ewing 
and Oakdale; City of Neligh; Summerland 
School; Neligh-Oakdale Public Schools; 
Upper Elkhorn NRD; NCPPD and the State 
of Nebraska.

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
Neligh-Oakdale’s win Friday 

secured another title for 
the Warrior football team.

48,757
CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 

7 P.M. TUESDAY, OCT. 13, 2020
522 DEATHS REPORTED

519,726 TESTED
138 CONFIRMED IN ANTELOPE COUNTY

193 CONFIRMED IN HOLT COUNTY
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Coffee with Coaches
Coffee with the Coaches will be 
hosted this Saturday, Oct. 17 at 10 
a.m. with Elkhorn Valley volleyball 
coach Emily Vaughn. This 
episode is sponsored by Bryant 
Home Comfort. Tune into The 
Antelope County News Facebook 
page to watch the live interview.

Mobile food pantry
The mobile food pantry, 
sponsored by the Neligh United 
Methodist Church, as well as 
various other churches, individuals 
and businesses in the area, will 
be dispersing food on Tuesday, 
October 20, from 3-5 pm at 
Riverside Park in Neligh.  Due to 
the changing regulations within 
the pandemic, the location will be 
changing beginning in November.  
It  will still be held outside using a 
drive-up delivery where recipients 
will remain in their vehicles and 
volunteers will load the food 
for them. The location will be 
announced closer to the event.

St. Francis Festival
St. Francis Fall Festival and Soup 
Luncheon and Supper will be held 
October 27 from 11 am- 7pm at 
the American Legion. For adults 
$8, Ages 6-12 $5, 5 and under 
eats free. Bake Sale, Raffl es, and 
Quilt Raffl e. 

Jurors hope victim’s relatives can ‘fi nd peace’
By JENNY HIGGINS

news@antelopecountynews.com

The evidence against Bailey 
Boswell was “overwhelming,” 
according to the sentiments of three 
jurors in the Sydney Loofe murder 
trial who talked to the Antelope 
County News after the guilty 
verdicts were delivered Wednesday 
afternoon.

Boswell was convicted of fi rst-
degree murder, improper disposal 
of human skeletal remains and 
conspiracy to commit fi rst-degree 
murder after about three hours of 
deliberations by a Dawson County 
jury. The verdict was decided by a 
jury of 12, including eight men and 
four women.

Jerry Fales, 44, of Cozad said he 
was in awe of the investigative work 
done in the case.

“The police work was fantastic,” 
Fales said. “There were pieces of 
driver’s license found weeks later, all 

put together in a road ditch. That’s 
impressive to fi nd that fi ne-tooth 
combing of that much evidence. 
That’s just one small example.”

He continued to praise the law 
enforcement offi  cers involved, saying 
their dedication to the case “has to be 
heartbreaking and rewarding.”

“The amount of work that the 
law enforcement had to put in, and 
the detail that they went through 
to provide this type of security 
our country needs is absolutely 
impressive,” Fales added.

One of the most impressive 
pieces of evidence came from phone 
records, he said. Fales said the way 
offi  cers were able to use phone 
records to track movements and 
fi nd more evidence is “a new way 
of crime-stopping with electronic 
devices.” He admitted that he was 
skeptical when the evidence was fi rst 
introduced, but quickly changed his 
mind.

“Then they proved the accuracy, 
over and over and over for months, 
and it couldn’t be disproven in any 
way, in my opinion,” Fales said.

From the jury selection to the 
verdict, he said the process was 
“overwhelming,” but handled in a 
professional and educational way. 
Ultimately, it also led to a relatively 
fast decision.

“The facts were so overwhelming,” 
Fales said. “For the involvement of 
this magnitude of case, it was pretty 
quick.”

He said there wasn’t any arguing, 
but most of the jurors had a few 
questions and had to review some 
facts in the case to fi nd answers they 
felt comfortable with. Fales wouldn’t 
speak on behalf of the rest of the jury 
when asked if it was a close decision. 

“It wasn’t close for me,” he said 
matter-of-factly.

“The facts were so 
overwhelming. For the 

involvement of this magnitude 
of case, it was pretty quick.”

JUROR JERRY FALES

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@antelopecountynews.com

After Bailey Boswell was 
convicted for the death of Sydney 
Loofe, members of the Loofe 
family said they were overwhelmed 
with gratitude for those involved 
with the case and for the support 
they have received from so many.

The family released a statement 
exclusively to the ACN:

“This has been a very long 
process, but today does bring some 
type of closure for us. We thank 
God for the combined eff orts of the 
law enforcement personnel, the 
prosecution team, the judge, the 
jury and everyone who had a hand 
in this case, for their endless hours 
of work. If not for their teamwork, 
we may have never found Sydney 
or solved this gruesome crime, and 
for that, we’ll be forever grateful. 
Thanks, also, to our family and 
friends who never quit pushing and 
praying for answers. It’s evident 
that God has placed some of the 
most kind, generous, and loving 
people into our lives. It reminds us 
that there are so many more good 
than evil people in this world.”

Loofe family Loofe family 
overwhelmedoverwhelmed

with gratitudewith gratitude

Community Community 
off ers support off ers support 
after verdictafter verdict

By CARRIE PITZER
news@antelopecountynews.com

Within minutes of the guilty 
verdict being read on Wednesday 
afternoon in the Bailey Boswell  
murder trial, the Neligh 
community erupted in both relief 
and even more support for the 
George and Susie Loofe family. 

“The trial aff ects on this 
community will last a long time,” 
said Gloria Christiansen of Neligh. 
“I can hear the bells toll in heaven. 
Rest In Peace Sydney. We will 
remove the green ribbon in our 
yard soon  — there is still work to 
do, but it’s closer to being done.”

Boswell is the second person to 
be convicted in the murder. Aubrey 
Trail was  found guilty in July 2019.

“Praise the Lord this is over. 
Praying the Loofe’s can start their 
healing process and this sweet 
girl can always be remembered,” 
said Amy Gade, a Neligh-Oakdale 
graduate.

Jury fi ndsJury fi nds
Boswell guiltyBoswell guilty
on all countson all counts

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@antelopecountynews.com

Sydney Loofe’s family wiped 
tears from their eyes as the verdict 
was read.

After just over three hours of 
deliberation, the jury found Bailey 
Boswell guilty on all three counts 
— fi rst-degree murder, criminal 
conspiracy to commit murder 
and improper disposal of human 
remains — in Loofe’s 2017 death. 

The case was submitted to the 
jury Wednesday at 9:11 a.m. and 
shortly after 12:20 p.m., the judge 
was notifi ed they had reached a 
decision.

A jury of eight men and four 
women heard testimony for more 
than two weeks and viewed several 
hundreds pieces of evidence, 
including gruesome photos 
of her dismembered remains, 
before reaching their verdict in 
Dawson County District Court on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Boswell, 26, showed little 
emotion and hung her head as 
the verdicts were read. She is the 
second person to be convicted in 
connection with Loofe’s death. 
Her co-defendant, Aubrey Trail, 
was convicted in less than three 
hours in Saline County last year. 
He awaits a December hearing 

- Please see GUILTY, page 3

“I just hope that they fi nd 
peace after this, they can move 

on after this, because I can’t 
imagine anybody going through 

anything like that.”

JUROR LOGAN CASHMAN

“I didn’t expect it to come 
that soon, but it was kind of a 
pleasant surprise, because I 

thought it was enough evidence 
where we shouldn’t have too 

much deliberation.” 

JUROR ED SCHEUFFELE

Sunday
  High 81
  Low: 54
  Precip: 0%

Friday
  High 93
  Low: 49
  Precip: 0%

Saturday
  High 79
  Low: 57
  Precip: 1%

ORCHARD

Drive thru fl u shots
The North Central District Health 
Department is offering drive 
through fl u shots on Thursday, 
Oct. 15 from 2-6 p.m. at the Rex 
Theater in Orchard. Everyone 6 
months and older is welcome. 

PHOTO BY CARRIE PITZER 

A bench honoring Sydney Loofe in 
Neligh’s Riverside Park has fl owers on 
it from members of the community.

- Please see JURORS, page 2

CLOSURECLOSURE
Today does bring some type ofToday does bring some type of


