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NELIGH

A Medical Benefit
Rosa Avilafor

Has been set up by the Elgin
Bargain Box at Pinnacle Bank
in Neligh. Dona�ons can be 

mailed to: Pinnacle Bank 
POB 129, Neligh, NE 68756 or

dropped off in person at
324 M St, Neligh. 

Rosa is figh�ng metasta�c 
cervical cancer. She and her 
husband, Aurelio have 2 young 
sons, Alberto 14 and Nickolaus 
12. They are students at 
Neligh-Oakdale School.

Your financial
help would be

greatly appreciated!

O-Town Open set
The Orchard Community Club is 
hosting a nine-hole putting contest 
at nine business locations on 
Saturday, Feb. 19. Cost is $50 per 
four-person team (21 and over 
only). To register, call or text Tyson 
Schutt at 402-394-5621 or Kristi 
Schutt at 402-394-5622.

— See SONG, page  3
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Mike Sanne of Sanne’s Guns and Ammo in Tilden speaks with Jerry 
Martin at the 30th annual Antelope County Gun Show.

Student registration
Summerland Public School is 
requesting that any parents who 
wish to enroll their child in preschool 
or kindergarten for the next school 
year (2022-2023) at Summerland 
Public School and have not yet 
done so, please contact the school 
offi ce. Summerland’s preschool 
is for children that are four years 
of age on or before July 31, 2022.  
State law specifi es that a child 
must be fi ve years old on or before 
July 31, 2022, to be eligible for 
kindergarten in 2022-23.

Mobile food pantry
The mobile food pantry, sponsored 
by the Neligh United Methodist 
Church as well as various other 
churches, individuals, and 
businesses in the area, will be 
dispersing food on Tuesday, 
Jan. 18,  from 3 to 5 p.m. at the 
American Legion Club in Neligh on 
the alley side.  Recipients should 
remain in their vehicles and our 
volunteers will load the food for 
them.  Volunteers will be on hand 
to direct traffi c and collect the  
numbers from each family for their 
household.

ORCHARD

Bloodmobile planned
An American Red Cross Blood Drive 
will be held on Monday, January 17 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at St. 
Peter Lutheran Fellowship Hall in 
Orchard. To make an appointment, 
please visit redcrossblood.org, use 
the donor app, or call Rita Shabram 
at 402-893-2691.

Medical benefi t
An account has been set for the 
Rosa Avila family at Pinnacle 
Bank in Neligh. Avila is fi ghting 
metastic cervical cancer and has 
two sons attending Neligh-Oakdale. 
Donations can be sent to PO Box 
129, Neligh, NE 68756.

Wolfpack 
compete

at Burwell

Antelope County Gun Show hits 30-year mark
By JENNY HIGGINS
MANAGING EDITOR

Hundreds of people attempted to get a bigger bang 
for their buck by shopping for their fi rearms at the local 
gun show over the weekend. 

In its 30th year, the gun show was back at the 
Antelope County Fairgrounds in Neligh last Saturday 
and Sunday after a one-year hiatus due to COVID. 
According to Antelope County Shooter’s Club president 
John Eichberger, buyers and vendors alike were excited 
for the event to resume.  

“It’s been really busy,” Eichberger said on Sunday 
afternoon. “The weather was good and people wanted 
to come out. There’s been great support from the 
community and the surrounding area. We didn’t keep 
a head count while they were coming in because we 
wanted to get people through the door, but we had a 
great turnout.”

Mike Sanne of Sanne’s Guns and Ammo in Tilden, 

who was a vendor at the show, said he sold 10 guns in 
just one and a half hours.

“There hasn’t been a gun show for two years and 
there are people who just like to wait until the gun show 
to buy,” Sanne said.

Eichberger said this year’s event featured 17 vendors 
from all over the state. Their displays were set up on 
about 90 tables throughout the ag building.

“The vendors are really happy and the people coming 
out are too,” he said. “People thought there weren’t any 
guns to be bought, but they have them here, so it was 
good.” 

In addition to the gun show being the club’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year, Eichberger said they also gained 
15 new club members at the event. 

“It’s been good for the club,” he said. “It’s what helps 
us do our improvements and our programs for the 
youth. We like our gun show spot here and the time 
of year works well. We’re going to put in for the same 
weekend next year on Jan. 7 and 8.”
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$3,085,471
Project Cost

Stealth moves forward with 
$3 million rural fi ber project
By CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

Unreliable. Frustrating. Inconvenient.
That’s how Connie Mitteis of Orchard describes 

her current Internet service, but in a matter of 
months, she’ll have something she’s been asking 
for — options.

“It’s frustrating when I need to do bookwork (for 
Mitteis Gravel), and I can’t get online for a couple 
of days,” said Mitteis, who uses Rise Broadband. 
“And then at Christmas when the grandkids were 
here, they wanted to download new games. I have a 
limited plan, so I can about guess how much more 
my bill is going to be.”

In a matter of months, Orchard, Royal, Elgin 
and Oakdale residents will have the option of 
having fi ber to their home with no usage limits and 
speeds of no less than 100 Mpbs uploan and 100 
Mpbs download thanks to a $3 million fi ber project 
spearheaded by Stealth Broadband.

Stealth was one of 19 companies to receive 
grant funding last week from the Nebraska 

Public Service Commission (NPSC) through the 
Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program to connect 
high-speed internet to rural homes. They received 
$1,234,187.90 to help with the $3,085,471 Antelope 
County project.

“This is huge for much more than just these four 
communities. This is a game-changer for Antelope 
County,” said owner Klint Arnold. “This helps 
Neligh, Tilden, Clearwater — every community. 
People want to live in rural areas, but they need 
broadband for their jobs and school. That’s exactly 
why this program was put into place.”

The $1.4 million northern Antelope project of 
Royal and Orchard will cover 25.32 miles as fi ber 
is buried from Neligh, north along Highway 14 
and west along Highway 20. The project in Elgin 
is $1.23 million while Oakdale’s will be $429,248.  

Last Tuesday, the NPSC awarded $17.8 million 
in grants to Internet providers through the 
program to connect nearly 12,400 homes across 
Nebraska to high-speed Internet.

— See FIBER, page 3

By JENNY HIGGINS
MANAGING EDITOR

Neligh-Oakdale students may 
soon be singing a diff erent tune.

Several teachers have 
collaborated to write new 
lyrics for the school fi ght song, 
Superintendent Ron Beacom told 
the school board at Monday night’s 
meeting.

In order to continue building 
school pride and a positive school 
culture, Beacom said he wants 
students to learn the words to the 
school song.

“It’s always something I’ve 
wanted to do since I got here,” 
he said. “I asked around to see if 
someone could fi nd me the words 
and no one seemed to know the 
words to the school song. I think 
Mrs. Knust fi nally found some for 
me, but the words we actually got 
didn’t account for Oakdale, it was 
all NHS.”

Beacom said music teacher 
Jamie Sehi and band director 
Jason Stech, along with Kensie 
Burnside — the ag teacher who 
took over Warrior Time — sat 
down to fi gure out new lyrics while 
keeping some of the old.

“They tried to keep it similar, 
but let the words fl ow through a 
little bit,” the superintendent said. 
“I understand if we have some die-
hard traditionalists that say don’t 
change the words. I’m not about 
changing tradition, but from all of 
the people I talked to, they said, 
‘It’s got words?’”

In recent years, the school song 
has been played by the band at 
games and pep rallies, but the 
students and fans simply clap 
along.

Beacom said the school song will 
be the focus of Neligh-Oakdale’s 
upcoming all-house school activity 
on Jan. 20.

“We’re going to start teaching 
it and it’s going to build into a 
contest singing the school song in 
front of everybody,” he explained. 
“Ultimately, what happens is the 
whole school learns the song.”

The superintendent played the 
song for the school board with 
Sehi singing the new lyrics: “Fight 
NOHS. Oh, we will give our very 
best. Never stop until we win. Feel 
the pride always within. For the 
Victory, fi ght tooth n’ nail. We will 
prevail so give a cheer for NOHS 
dear. Fight for the white and red.”

When the superintendent asked 
for feedback from the board, 
Peter Sample said he thought “it 
sounded good.” 

“Is there a way to incorporate 
maroon and white instead of white 
and red?” Cory Furstenau asked. 

Teachers 
write new 
Warrior 
fi ght song
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Sunday
  High 44
  Low: 21
  Precip: 19%

Friday
  High 37
  Low: 15
  Precip: 24%

Saturday
  High 33
  Low: 23
  Precip: 11%
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