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SPORTS, 11
Reeltown’s game vs. 
J.U. Blacksher inside

Gunshots rang out on Old Kellyton 
Road on Friday afternoon and left one 
injured.

Alexander City Police Department 
chief Jay Turner said it is still early 
in the investigation but it appears 

something simple led to the shooting 
that left Maurice Zachary shot and 
Christopher Tuck detained.

“They got into an altercation over a 
cigarette,” Turner said. “Both individu-
als started shooting at each other.”

Turner said Zachary was shot in the 
upper leg and transported to Russell 
Medical for treatment.

Tuck left the scene fleeing through 
the woods.

“We detained Tuck as he came out 
of the woods in the Sleepy Hollow 
subdivision,” Turner said.

Turner said one handgun was recov-
ered. Investigators could be seen near 
a home gathering shell casings. 

Pennington pleads 
guilty in sex abuse case

Alexander City resident William 
Pennington, 39, recently pleaded 
guilty to second-degree sexual 
abuse. Pennington will have to 
register as a sex offender and will 
serve 24 months of probation.

Pennington was charged in July 
2014 with sexual abuse of child 
under 12 after it was reported he 
touched a 5-year-old female in her 
genital area.

Former state trooper indicted
Bryan Oneal Edwards, 39, of 

Alexander City was indicted by a 
Tallapoosa County grand jury for 
theft by deception. Edwards was 
an Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency State Trooper when he 
was charged and was previously a 
deputy with the Tallapoosa County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Edwards turned himself in to 
authorities in June when he was 
charged and released on $10,000 
bond. He has been released from 
being a state trooper.

New Site, Alex City 
councils to meet Monday

The New Site Town Council 
will meet at 5 p.m. Monday. 
Discussions about how to bring 
the medical clinic and pharmacy 
in budget and financing for the 
project are on the agenda. New Site 
received a $200,000 grant to help 
with the project but the bids came 
in over $700,000. Officials orig-
inally thought the project would 
cost about $500,000.

The Alexander City City 
Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday in the council chambers of 
the criminal justice building.

City schools to discuss 
adding program, sick 
leave bank committee

Alexander City’s Board of 
Education will meet Tuesday at 
Alexander City Middle School 
to discuss adding an audio-video 
enhancement program at Radney 
Elementary School and revise the 
sick leave bank committee. The 
audio-video enhancement program 
lets teachers record themselves in 
the classrooms. The board will also 
have a first reading on a policy for 
social media use. 

FFA team finishes in top 25
Benjamin Russell’s Future 

Farmers of America (FFA) agricul-
tural mechanics team placed 22nd 
out of 46 teams at the national con-
vention in Indianapolis. Officials 
revealed the top 12 teams at the 
convention, which was held Oct. 30 
through Nov. 2, but BRHS placed 
the 13th through 28th teams as silver. 
Advisor Josh Williams was mailed 
the team’s results Friday.

UPDATES
The Outlook will publish this 

once a week as a way to 
update readers on the status of 
stories we’ve done in the past.
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The Alexander City Police Department responds 

to a shooting on Old Kellyton Road on Friday.

Cigarette dispute results in shots fired
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See SHOOTING � Page 3
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Jim Pearson Elementary School second-graders got to 

visit with two community dogs, Chase the police K-9, top, 

and Sparky the Fire Dog, above, during their tours at the 

Alexander City police and fi re departments. See more 

photos on Page 10 and at alexcityoutlook.com. 

A
lexander City Police Department 
officers responded to 60 individu-
als coming through investigations 
and the jail Friday morning.

No, the department did not make 60 
arrests but gave a tour of the department 
to second-graders from Jim Pearson 
Elementary School — and they will 
repeat this again next week for more 
groups of students. 

Students also toured the Alexander City 
Fire Department and The Alexander City 
Outlook. ACPD Capt. James Orr said the 
department likes to conduct the tours.

Students tour police 
and fire departments

See TOUR � Page 10

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Education is in Reeltown 
Elementary School third-grade 
math teacher Autumn Veasey’s 
blood. Her father John Mask 
was a teacher; her sister Tonia 
Hornsby also teaches at RES; 
her second sister Wendy Harry 
also teaches elementary school; 
and her brother John Mask II 
teaches history and coaches 
wrestling at Tallassee High 
School.

Interestingly enough, Veasey 
started her career in accounting 
after her father persuaded her 
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Reeltown Elementary School teacher Autumn Veasey is the school’s 

teacher of the year for 2020-21.

Reeltown teacher comes from line of educators
Editor’s Note: This is part 

of a series of stories highlight-
ing teachers in the Tallapoosa 
County and Alexander City 
school systems.

By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

See VEASEY � Page 3
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Alexander City Fire 
Department chief Reese 
McAlister is trying to 
make a spark of a different 
kind, as he is encouraging 
residents to call the depart-
ment for address signs and 
smoke detectors.

Last summer the ACFD 
offered free street signs 
and smoke detectors to 
city residents and now the 
department is starting the 
program again.

“Call me, Alex City,” 
McAlister said. “Call us if 
you don’t have an address 
sign or smoke detector.”

McAlister said the 
department has spent years 
chasing calls to homes 
without clearly marked 
addresses extending 
response times. 

“People wonder why it 
takes so long to get there,” 
he said. “We can’t find it. 
We will drive by and have 
to turn around and come 
back.”

The time wasted looking 
for a home could be the 
difference in life or death 
when someone needs medi-
cal treatment.

“We know where the 
streets are but we don’t 
necessarily know where 
all the street numbers are,” 
McAlister said.

Fire department 

promoting free 

street signs and 

smoke detectors
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See SIGNS � Page 2


