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RHODES BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION

John Rhodes  256-675-0217
rhodesbrothersinc.net

johnrhodes1@charter.net

KEY BUILDERS

Chris Key  256-749-0179
chriskeybuilding@yahoo.com

Custom Home Builder Custom Home Builder �� General Contractor General Contractor

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL
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Blake Hudson was selected as the Alexander City Fire Department 2019 Firefi ghter of the Year at 

the recent Alexander City Chamber of Commerce awards dinner.

All jokes aside

Blake Hudson knew for three weeks he was the 
2019 Firefighter of the Year.

What he didn’t know were his requirements as 
the winner at the banquet at the Alexander City 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting. Thanks 
to his friendly co-workers and firefighter team 
building, that lack of knowledge cost him some 
effort.

“We told him (as a prank) he needed to have 
a speech ready,” ACFD Capt. Dave Macoy said. 
“We told him about three weeks ahead of time.”

Macoy wasn’t the only one in on the secret.
“Everybody would ask him about his speech,” 

Firefighter of the Year Hudson fits in 

with Alexander City Fire Department
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See FIREFIGHTER � Page 3

Radney Funeral Home purchases Hillview
Billy Radney of Radney Funeral 

Home helped establish Hillview 
Memorial Park in 1952 with Henry 
Price. Radney Funeral Home purchased 
the cemetery last week and, according 
Radney Funeral Home owner Randy 
Anderson, will continue its mission to 
serve families when a loved one passes. 

“We will be able to continue to serve 

the families after the funeral,” Anderson 
said. “Now we can follow a family all 
the way through burial to make sure 
their loved one is cared for in the very 
best way.”

The cemetery was sold to the Price 
family years ago but is now under the 
Radney Funeral Home umbrella.

“It has come full circle,” Anderson 
said. “It was once with Radney and it 
has come back to Radney.”

Anderson said Hillview Memorial 

Park currently has 14 acres developed 
with between 500 and 600 burial lots 
available. It has between 60 and 70 
mausoleum burial spaces and 40 to 
50 cremation niches still available. If 
that is not enough Anderson said the 
Hillview property includes another 20 
acres that are undeveloped.

Radney Funeral Home was founded 
in 1938 by Mr. William L. Radney Jr. 
The funeral home originally operated 
from Radney Furniture Company in 

downtown Alexander City. Later the 
funeral home was moved to a building 
on Alabama Street where it remained 
until the mid 1950s. The current facility 
at the corner of Cherokee and Dadeville 
roads was completed in 1953.

Anderson is no stranger to the funeral 
industry. He worked a year at Langley 
Funeral Home before joining Radney 
Funeral Home in 1995, eventually 
becoming manager. In May 2006, the 

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Local couple talks 

joys of adopting, 

fostering children

Faith went a long way for Eagle Creek 
residents Sherri and Terry Carter. The 
couple remembers the day they adopted 
their now 3-year-old son Bryant — all 
because of a prayer.

The Carters were fostering Bryant and 
were in court during a parental termination 
of rights when Terry said things were going 
south and the lawyers were constantly 
talking. While waiting to speak to the 
judge, Terry wanted to pray with Bryant’s 
biological parents.

After saying the prayer, Bryant’s birth 
mother told Sherri she and her partner 
wanted to give the Carters parental rights.

“I had peace about me then that whatever 
happened he was going to be OK,” Carter 
said. “We could go forth with adoption and 
I’ve never felt so much relief in all my life. 
… I got to keep my little baby.”

Since 2015, the Carters have fostered six 
children including their now-adopted kids 
Bryant and Brilynn, 1. Terry said he and 
his wife never intended to adopt children 
but it ended up happening for the two 
because when it came down to the parents 
terminating their rights, the Carters could 
either adopt them or send the children to 
other foster parents. They picked the former

“We went into this for helping the kids to 
be able to show them love and to be able to 
give them things they don’t normally get,” 
Terry said. “It just so happened these two 
came along.”

By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

See FOSTERING � Page 9

See HILLVIEW � Page 3

Photos by Cliff Williams / The Outlook

Alexander City fi refi ghters ventilate a duplex after a fi re on Pearl 

Drive on Tuesday morning. Firefi ghters said they believe the blaze 

started on a bed just beyond the window. Firefi ghters were able 

to respond quickly before the fi re could get to the attic and cause 

signifi cant damage. The American Red Cross provided a hotel 

room for both sides of the duplex as the right side had minor 

smoke damage.

No injuries, minor damage 

in Tuesday morning fire
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