
By ABIGAIL MURPHY
Multimedia reporter

It started off with buying a camper, but 
if they were going to buy this camper, they 
were going to use it. 

Barbara Greenlee and her husband, Art, 
did just that and camped at Wind Creek 
State Park every fifth weekend throughout 
the year. As they became regulars, they got 
to know more people at the park. Barbara 
started helping with the bingo games, and 
they soon decided it was time to fill out 
some volunteer applications.

“They told us on July the Fourth week-
end that we were going to be volunteers 
and we were like, ‘What have we gotten 
ourselves into?’ The park was full, but that 
started it,” Barbara said. “We just made this 

our home and I have a home 24 miles down 
the road, but this is my family.”

After 13 years of volunteering, Barbara 
was presented with the Eagle Award earlier 
this month for her contributions to the park. 

As an award sponsored by the State 
Parks Division of the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, she 
was one out of 11 recipients from across the 
state. With nominators remaining anony-
mous, Barbara said she is thankful to who-
ever submitted her for the award. 

“I was shocked,” she said. “I had never 
heard of the Eagle Award. I didn’t know 
anything about it. My first (thought) was ‘I 
wish I could thank whoever did that.’”

Barbara currently works in the office 
answering phones, helping with reservations 
and working the door for day-use guests. 

She has also helped with putt putt golf, 
activities, cleaning grills and picking up 
litter.  

Before volunteering, Barbara had 
worked 44 years in the catheterization labo-
ratory at the East Alabama Medical Center 
in Opelika. 

“I'm a people person and I love helping 
people. When my husband and I started 
this, it was a new adventure,” Barbara said. 
“I ended up retiring from the hospital and 
it was just a place I wanted to continue my 
retirement.”

Her husband had volunteered with the 
maintenance side, working on cutting the 
grass around the park. Barbara said Art had 
always told her, “This park was heaven on 
earth.” Roughly three years ago, Art died 
from a heart attack.

“That’s when the attachment I knew with 
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Wind Creek State Park volunteer Barbara Greenlee, left, and park superintendent Bruce Adams pose together with the 2023 Eagle Award.
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By WILLIAM MARLOW
Multimedia Reporter

Alexander City could receive hun-
dreds of thousands dollars stemming 
from state lawsuits for opioid abuse. 

The Alexander City City Council 
voted Monday to authorize the city to 
join other Alabama municipalities and 
counties as beneficiaries in a Alabama 
opioid settlement with several com-
panies, including Walmart, CVS and 
Walgreens. 

The city council resolution regard-
ing the decisions states Alexander 
City has suffered harm as a result 
of the opioid epidemic, and the city 
finds the terms of the current settle-
ment agreements acceptable and in 
the best interest of the community. 

In November, Alabama Attorney 
General Steve Marshall announced 
Walmart and the state had agreed to a 
$44 million agreement to fund opioid 
abatement statewide. During a Mon-
day city council meeting, city attor-

ney Larkin Radney delved into the 
exact dollar amount he said the state 
could reward to Alexander City. 

“The state has settled with 
Walmart. The high we may receive 
as a participating city is $510,000 
and the low, based on the different 
contingencies I just told you (coun-
cilmembers), would be $476,00,” 
Radney said. 

Radney said he is not representing 
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City attorney 
Larkin Radney 
discusses the 
impact Monday of 
a statewide legal 
settlement that 
has been reached 
between Alabama 
and several 
companies in 
relation to opioid 
abuse. 
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By CLIFF WILLIAMS
News Editor

Stone’s Throw Landfill near Tallassee is 
being sued by nearby residents for alleged 
conditions created by the landfill.

The Beasley Allen Law Firm in Montgom-
ery filed a lawsuit on behalf Herbert Mason 
and other nearby generational property owners 
alleging cancer-causing pollutants primarily 
PFAS were released into central Alabama 
water supplies.

“The families living near this landfill 
shouldn’t suffer at the hands of large waste 
management corporations,” Beasley Allen 
attorney Gavin King said. “They did not ask 
for this landfill to be in their backyard, and 
they should not suffer the consequences of its 
mismanagement. There are others in the com-
munity affected by the defendants’ reckless 
conduct. Hopefully, this case will encourage 
them to come forward and hold these defen-
dants accountable for endangering human and 
environmental health.”

King said Stone’s Throw Landfill pollutants 
have exposed residents and landowners of the 
Ashurst Bar-Smith, just east of Tallassee and 
in Tallapoosa County to hazardous chemicals 
and compounds. 

“The landfill releases pollutants into Gleed-
en Branch and Mill Creek, Chewacla Creek, 
referred to locally as Eufalby Creek or Uphap-
ee Creek, its tributaries and the Tallapoosa 
River,” King said. “The pollutants have con-
taminated water, including creeks and ground-
water, in southern Tallapoosa and northern 
Macon counties.”

The pollutants come from leachate which 
is formed when water seeps through landfill 
material and takes on the chemical character-
istics of the waste through which it passes, 
is a black, foul-smelling liquid generally 
containing pollutants like heavy metals, patho-
gens, and Per- and polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS). Two types of PFAS — PFOA and 
PFOS — cause multiple health problems, 
including thyroid disease, cancer and weak-
ened immune system.

“Stone’s Throw Landfill produces leachate 
containing PFAS at levels well above recog-
nized health advisory levels and other toxins,” 
King said. “These high levels pose a serious 
threat to the health and safety of the residents 
surrounding the landfill, especially where 
leachate leaks into the water supply.”

The suit names Stone’s Throw Landfill 
owner GFL Environmental Services and for-
mer owner Advanced Disposal Services and 
their subsidiaries. Suits such as this always 
name several current and former managers.

“The defendants were aware that pollutants 
from their landfill were entering the local 
water table and flowing to nearby residents’ 
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The Fitzpatrick Bridge 
will be closed to one 
lane for most of the 
next months as the 

Alabama Department of 
Transportation improves 

the driving surface 
and performs other 

maintenance to extend 
the life of the bridge.

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
News Editor

Work to rehabilitate 
the Fitzpatrick Bridge in 
Tallassee will limit traffic 
to one lane across the 
Tallapoosa River for most 
of the next 16 months.

There will be four 
hours per weekday when 
both lanes of the bridge 

will always be open.
“Lane closures will 

not be permitted Monday 
through Friday 6 - 8 
a.m. or 3:30 - 5:30 p.m,” 
Alabama Department of 
Transportation (ALDOT) 
spokesperson Brantley 
Kirk said. “Lane clo-
sures are necessary for 
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