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Wildcat fishing team
continues to dominate

FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Latest edition of Lake 
Martin Living inside

First Place in 
General Excellence
Best small daily newspaper 
in Alabama

City of Alexander City 
department heads will come 
back to the Alexander City 
City Council later this month 
to make their case for capital 
projects — again.

After nearly 45 minutes 
of presentations of $4.6 
million in proposed projects 
and $1.6 million in fleet pur-
chases, the council decided 
it needs a work session to 
determine how to spend just 
over $1 million left in the 

2021 budget.
“You can’t smear $1.38 

million over this and get 
very far,” councilmember 
Eric Brown said. “The sewer 
is our main concern.”

One by one, the depart-
ment heads made their pitch 
once again to the council, 
this time on what they felt 
like they should do with lim-
ited capital project funds.

The police department 
asked for another K-9 unit 
and for high consideration 
of its part of the city fleet 
program.

“We run vehicles 24/7,” 
police chief Jay Turner said. 
“We have been four and half 
to five years without getting 
vehicles.”

Turner said by waiting 
too long could put the city 
waiting until the next model 
year to being able to place an 
order.

“It is taking six to seven 
months to get vehicles after 
they are ordered,” Turner 
said.

City information technol-
ogy director Rob Pridgen 

Numbers of COVID-19 continue to 
rise at Alexander City Schools.

Alexander City Schools 
superintendent Dr. Keith Lankford 
informed the Alexander City Board of 
Education members at its virtual board 
meeting Tuesday staff is continuing 
to do an exemplary job under tough 

circumstances.
“Our teachers and staff are going 

above and beyond,” Lankford said. 
“Our teachers, even those who have 
tested positive or quarantined because a 
child has tested positive, they continue 
to teach virtual. I’m so proud of our 
teachers.”

Currently some staff is still working 
physically at the schools. As a way to 
show gratitude, the board approved 

Lankford’s request to allow staff 
currently working at schools to work 
virtually the two days before the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

“We want them to be able to spend 
time with their families safely,” 
Lankford said. “They will prepare 
lesson plans ahead of time and they can 
work from home virtually those two 
days.”

Lankford said the coronavirus is 

still affecting a large portion of both 
students and staff in the system.

“We are up to 30 positive students,” 
Lankford said Tuesday evening. “We 
have 359 in quarantine. We have 28 
faculty and staff in quarantine and 13 
positives. Our numbers continue to 
rise.”

Lankford said parents still need to 
report if their child has tested positive 

COVID continues to affect city schools
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

In an effort to make sure any 
possible future utility rate increases 
are fair, Alexander City will attempt 
to collect past-due bills.

New Alexander City mayor and 
superintendent of utilities Woody 
Baird said severely delinquent 
utility bills frequently fall under the 
same accounts. 

“(Alexander City utilities 
collections revenue officer Jason 
Locke) told me he estimates the 
total delinquent in utilities could run 

One man is in jail after 
running from the Coosa 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Coosa County sheriff 
Michael Howell said a 
Coosa County deputy 
initiated a traffic stop 
Sunday night.

“A deputy encountered a 
vehicle traveling south on 
Highway 9 in excess of 90 
mph,” Howell said. “The 
deputy attempted to stop the 
black Dodge Charger.”

Howell said the offender 
then turned onto U.S. 
Highway 280 East and headed 
toward Alexander City.

“The pursuit covered 
several roads and stopped 
at Koons III on Jefferson 
Street,” Howell said. “The 
deputy smelled alcohol on his 
breath.”

Howell said P.J. Whetstone, 
30, was arrested and charged 
with driving under the 
influence, attempting to elude 
law enforce and reckless 
endangerment. Howell said 
the Alexander City Police 
Department aided in stopping 
Whetstone and no one was 
injured in the pursuit.

Howell said Whetstone 
offered law enforcement a 
reason why he didn’t stop.

“He said he didn’t think 
we would pursue beyond the 
Coosa County line,” Howell 
said.

The Alabama State Dept. of 
Education’s ‘Thank Alabama 
Teachers Week’ has coincided 
with a particularly hectic week 
for Alexander City teachers as 
Alex City Schools enters two 
weeks of virtual learning due 
to the recent rise in COVID-
19 cases. 

“I have been very 
impressed with the resilience 
of not only Radney faculty but 
others throughout the school 
system (for) stepping up to the 
challenge to meet the needs 
of our students,” Radney 
Elementary principal Shannon 
Benefield said. “I know it’s 
a learning process. It’s a 
constantly changing scenario 
and situation.”

Last week, when Alex 
City Schools announced 
Wednesday it was going 

virtual Nov. 16 through 
Thanksgiving, Radney 
teachers and students had 
Thursday and Friday to do a 
“practice run” of the remote 
learning routine, which the 
schools had been preparing 
all fall in case of another 
outbreak. One teacher who 
blew it out of the water was 
science and math teacher 
Michelle Tuggle, Benefield 
said.

If virtual attendance is any 
indication, the practice run 
did as intended — Tuggle 
said she had 96 students out 
of just over 100 tune into her 
science class Monday using 
their Google Meet software, 
with another 20 popping in for 
virtual office hours. 

Students discussed the 
Spacex launch and Hurricane 
Iota.

Coosa County 

chase ends with 

arrest in Alex City
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

Still no capital budget in Alexander City
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Alex City to attempt 
to collect $500K in 

delinquent utility bills
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
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Alexander City Mayor Woody Baird, right, speaks with councilmember Eric Brown at Monday’s city council 

meeting.

File / The Outlook

Michelle Tuggle is one of many teachers stepping up amid the pandemic.

The city council voted at its 
organizational meeting earlier 
this month to delay appoint-
ments of city clerk, police and 
fire chiefs, finance director, city 
attorney and municipal judge 
until January, but Alexander City 
Mayor Woody Baird wants to 
make moves on that as quickly 
as possible. No appointments 
were made at Monday’s meet-
ing but they can be brought up 
at any council meeting before 
the first meeting in January. 
Baird said every moment lost in 
the appointment process is time 
lost moving the city forward.

READ THE FULL 

STORY ON PAGE B6

See UTILITY � Page A5
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Offer is not Retroactive 12 month Lease Required and Depends on Availability
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New 2 BR, 2 BA
Available TODAY!

(256) 397-5483
or visit us on the web @

www.alexandercityapartments.com

ADAMS HEALTH & REHAB
1555 HILLABEE STREET � (256) 329-0847

•Home-like Environment • Specialized Dementia Care Unit
•Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services

We Care About You
and Your Loved Ones!

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL

Local teachers can be thanked virtually this week


