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Wildcats win big in 
against Dadeville
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Play-based curriculum 
helps students succeed

217 Madison Street, Alexander City, AL
“We are a Debt Relief Agency. We help people fi le Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 under the Bankruptcy Code.  Alabama 
State Bar requires the following in every attorney advertisement, “ No representation is made that the quality of legal 
services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

FREE CONSULTATIONS

256-329-1313

ADAMS HEALTH & REHAB

•Home-like Environment • Specialized Dementia Care Unit
•Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services

We Care About You
and Your Loved Ones!

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL

Most have heard the phrase, “A bad day 
fishing is better than a good day at work.” For 
two local fishermen, that was the case Sunday 
as timing and location aligned just right for 
them to save a family of five.

John Hill and Bart Amerson were fishing 
on Lake Martin when five people jumped in 
the water to avoid being hit by a train. The 
two men just happened to be in the right place 
at just the right time.

“The fishing wasn’t that good but just 
good enough to keep us there,” Hill said. “We 
were fishing in the Camp ASCCA slough and 
stayed for about 30 minutes after we debated 

leaving.”
When Hill and Amerson started to return 

home, they noticed something in the distance.
“We were a few hundred yards from the 

trestle,” Hill said. “The water was muddy and 
full of debris. We noticed some color. It was 
five people walking across the trestle.”

The fishermen thought it odd but then start-
ed to hear the train whistle.

“Thirty seconds after seeing them we hear 
a train horn,” Hill said. “They were running. 
They were running from west to east and 
were about 70 yards from the edge of the 
lake. I knew something was about to happen 
so I gassed the boat.”

Before they could get to the trestle, four of 

Fishermen save 5 who jumped in lake to miss train
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A train is stopped on the trestle crossing Lake Martin on Sunday. The train 

stopped as it approached fi ve people walking across who jumped to avoid being 

struck by the train.
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Susie Kelly, top left, and her granddaughter Lillie 

Wilson work on an arrangement Thursday to 

fulfi ll hundreds of Valentine’s Day orders.

LIFE OF A FLORIST

A
ll one needs is love on a 
day like Valentine’s Day, 
and for one local flower 

shop, prayer is a key piece of the 
puzzle.

Florists across the nation kick 

it into high gear every February 
to complete the massive amounts 
of orders their flower shops 
obtain. In Alexander City, Grace’s 
Flowers has been hard at work 
fulfilling more than 200 orders 
this week for the big day — 
Valentine’s Day. 
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Prayer gets local flower shop 

through Valentine’s week
By BREANNA HILL
Staff Writer

See VALENTINE’S � Page 5

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See FISHERMEN � Page 5

A Horseshoe Bend School student has 
been charged after bringing a handgun to 
school Thursday. 

The New Site Police Department and 
Tallapoosa County Sheriff’s Office are 
currently investigating the incident. The 
student, 14, was charged with terrorist 
threats and carrying a concealed weapon 
during school activities, according to a 
press release from the sheriff’s department.

No injuries were reported during the 
incident.

The minor is currently being held in a 
juvenile detention center pending further 
court action. 

Horseshoe Bend School was under 
a 35-minute lockdown after it was dis-
covered a student had a gun. Tallapoosa 
County Schools director of student servic-
es Casey Davis said the lockdown started 
around 8:50 a.m. and was lifted around 
9:25 a.m.

Possession of a firearm is a Class 4 
violation and the punishment is recom-
mended expulsion, according to the 2019-
20 Tallapoosa County Board of Education 
student code of conduct.

Davis said he is grateful for the New 
Site Police Department’s rapid response 
and the school following protocol to keep 
students and staff safe.

“Everyone followed their protocols and 
safety plans and we appreciate that,” Davis 
said.

Student charged 

after bringing gun 

to Horseshoe Bend
By GABRIELLE JANSEN
Staff Writer

Residents along Town Creek Road were 
awakened Thursday morning as a storm front 
passed through the area.

Brandon and Ashley Grant recently reno-
vated their home by adding a bedroom on 
one end of their house for their daughter 
Eloise Grant. The family was sound asleep 
Thursday depending on weather radios and 
alerts via phone to keep them informed of 
possible dangerous weather.

“Breaking glass woke me up,” Brandon 
said. “I could hear the wind blowing in. My 
daughter’s bedroom is on the other side of 
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The 23rd annual Alexander City Kiwanis Club Steak Dinner and Auction sold out with more than 300 

people in attendance. Left: Col. Bob Stone, who was honored at Thursday night’s dinner, poses for a 

photo with his wife Dell Mitchell Stone. See more photos on Page 3 and at alexcityoutlook.com

Kiwanis dinner fundraiser 
sells out, honors Bob Stone

No injuries or major damage 

as possible tornado passes 

through Tallapoosa County
By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

See WEATHER � Page 3


