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Kevin Smith resigns, 
shifts focus to family

First Place in 
General Excellence
Best small daily newspaper 

in Alabama
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Crestview Apartments 

*Ad Must Be Mentioned Prior To Move-In*
Offer is not Retroactive 12 month Lease Required and Depends on Availability

Mention This AD & Mention This AD & Save $100 Save $100 OFFOFF  Move-In  Move-In

New 2 BR, 2 BA
Available TODAY!

(256) 397-5483
or visit us on the web @

www.alexandercityapartments.com

ADAMS HEALTH & REHAB
1555 HILLABEE STREET � (256) 329-0847

•Home-like Environment • Specialized Dementia Care Unit
•Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services

We Care About You
and Your Loved Ones!

LACEY HOWELL

256.307.2443
laceyshowell@gmail.com
5295 Highway 280, Alex City, AL

Alex City Schools lends mobile hotspots to students without internet

’TIS THE 
SEASON

Christmas lights brighten up stores along Main Street. Holiday decor is plentiful throughout the down-

town area. The Alexander City Chamber of Commerce is hosting its annual Holiday Open House from 1 

to 4 p.m. Sunday. Bottom left: Downtown merchants have plenty of holiday items, including Cloud Nine 

which features Christmas-themed sweaters and other apparel in its store window.

New mayors share mission of progress

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
struck Alexander City — yet 
again.

The virus never went away 
but cases had stabilized. Now, 
positive cases are on the rise. 

With the sick at home and 
in the hospital and others in 
quarantine due to close contact 
of those who were sick, many 
services across the city are being 
touched.

“COVID is running rampant 

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

COVID spike affecting 
more than the sick

See COVID � Page A5

Photos by Santana Wood / The Outlook

Four Tallapoosa County 
municipalities have new 
leadership.

Alexander City, Camp Hill, 
Dadeville and Jacksons Gap all 

swore in new mayors last week 
and they have hit the ground 
running working with their teams 
of councilmembers, officials and 
residents. 

All have visions of improving 
life in their towns. The hard 
part is there is no warm-up; it’s 

straight to work, even before 
the newly elected mayors had 
finished celebrating on election 
night.

Woody Baird was already 
speaking with Lake Martin 
Area Economic Development 
Alliance executive director Chad 

Odom before Alexander City 
voters made their decision in a 
runoff election for Alexander 
City mayor last month. Baird 
was sharing his knowledge from 
two decades of owning a small 
business and its suppliers, some 
of whom might be looking to 

relocate.
“There is a lot of interest and 

a lot of contact about businesses 
and industries wanting to come to 
Alex City,” Baird told members 
of the Alexander City Kiwanis 

See MAYORS � Page A10

As Alex City’s schools go virtual 
again this Monday, 3.4% of students 
will be returning to homes without 
internet access, due to either low 
income or a lack of broadband 
infrastructure. 

Unlike March, however, the 
district has had the summer months 
(and CARES Act coronavirus relief 
funding) to prepare.

“As a school system it is a 
difficult decision to move to remote 
learning, if only for a period of 
time, as we want to keep students in 
school as much as possible but must 
do so in the safest way possible,” 
Alexander City Schools public 
relations specialist Jessica Sanford 
said. “Thankfully, (Alex City 
Schools) had the foresight to use 
funds to purchase hotspot devices 
for students without access to the 

Graphic by Jacob Holmes / 
The Outlook

By SIRI HEDREEN
Multimedia Reporter

See BROADBAND � Page A5

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

City of Alexander City 
capital projects are almost at a 
standstill.

When the Alexander City 
City Council approved its fiscal 
year 2021 budget last month, it 
approved an operating budget 
but no capital budget. Now 
things such as purchasing a 
mower to cut the grass of the 
ballfields at the Charles E. 
Bailey Sportplex and installing 
a phone system for the new 

municipal complex are on hold.
At a Thursday council work 

session, Mayor Woody Baird 
asked the council if it would 
pass a limited capital budget so 
much-needed projects can start.

“I think we need to go ahead 
and do that Monday night 
because we had an incident 
here the other day,” Baird said. 
“The phone system for the new 
building was budgeted in 2020. 
It didn’t get spent in 2020 and 
here at the end of October we 

Council set to approve some 
capital spending Monday

See COUNCIL � Page A5

By CLIFF WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Cliff Williams / The Outlook

An Alexander City employee sprays disinfectant in Alexander City City Hall 

on Thursday evening. The sanitizing effort is to try and mitigate the spread of 

COVID-19.


